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SCHOOL CLOSURES  

The school will close on Friday December 19th December at 12:00pm for the Christmas 

Holidays and will re-open on Tuesday January 6th 2026. 

 

PTA STREET COLLECTION 

Thank you so much to everyone who generously gave their time to support our street 

collection in Lisnaskea on Saturday 29th November. Thanks to your fantastic efforts we 

raised an incredible £2,199.10 and €289.42 for new school play equipment. We’re truly 

grateful to everyone who braved the elements on Saturday, your contribution will make a 

real difference for our children 

 

TRIM TRAIL BLESSING 

Thank you to Canon Jimmy who is leading a blessing of our new Trim Trail on Thursday 18th 

December at 11am, everyone very welcome and we hope the weather is on our side on the 

morning too. 

  

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATIONS 

P.7 & P.4 parents are asked to attend a Sacramental parent talk in St. Ronan’s Parish Centre 

on Thursday 11th December at 7pm. The guest speaker will be Niall Sludden, former Tyrone 

GAA County player and All Ireland winner. 

 

P.7 Confirmation enrolment ceremony takes place on Saturday 13th December at 6pm in St. 

Mary’s Church, Maguiresbridge. It is very important that all children hoping to receive the 

sacrament of Confirmation this year attend this mass. 

 

ST. MARY’S OPEN DAY FOR P.1 BY APPOINTMENT 

Open Day for children who are due to commence Primary School in September 2026 will take 

place on Tuesday 16th December, call the school to make an appointment or to arrange an 

alternative time to visit. Open Day appointments are for those families who have not visited 

St. Mary’s before and do not have children already in St. Mary’s P.S 

 

CAROL SINGING 

Our P.7 and P.6 children are singing Christmas Carols in Lisnaskea Library on Wednesday 17th 

December at 11am. Everyone welcome to come along have a hot chocolate, mince pie and join 

in some Festive Cheer. 



TULLY PERFORMANCE 

Best wishes to all our P.7 & P.6 children who are participating in the children’s choir alongside 

Tully in a festive performance in Holy Cross Church on Sunday 7th of December. 

 

LITERACY AND NUMERACY SUPPORT PROGRAMME 

We are delighted to be in a position to employ Cara Creevey as a Classroom Assistant to 

specifically run a literacy and numeracy support programs for a number of children in school. 

Cara will be working with both individual children and groups daily to provide specific support 

in the areas of Literacy and Numeracy.  

 

ROOTS OF EMPATHY 

Mrs O Hanlon will again be leading the Roots of Empathy programme with the P.6 Class this 

year. The programme centres on a baby visiting the classroom with her parent throughout 

a school year. The class (P.6) follow the baby’s milestones and development over the year 

during which a trained instructor (Mrs O'Hanlon) encourages pupils to observe the 

connected relationship between the baby and their parent. The pupils learn and understand 

empathy from this process as they reflect on their own feelings and those of others. The 

P.6 class will be participating in the programme this year. We would sincerely like to thank 

Laura Rice and baby Mícheál for participating.  

 

RELAXED KIDS 

Mrs O Hanlon will be leading a programme of Relaxed Kids sessions with the P.3 class during 

the month of December. Mrs O Hanlon will take sessions with all of the children in St. Mary’s 

before the end of the academic year. 

 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER SWAP SHOP 

The Eco Council’s Christmas Jumper Swap Shop was a huge success. Thank you to all the 

families who donated their old Christmas Jumpers and the children who purchased ‘new’ 

ones. We raised a fantastic £114 - funds raised will be used for Eco Council initiatives in 

school. Many thanks to everyone who donated jumpers - a great way to reduce winter waste!  

 

P.1 & P.2 CINEMA TRIP 

The P.1 & 2 children will be travelling to the cinema on Wednesday the 3rd of December, 

Movie to be confirmed, cost £10. The children will be back in school for 12.30pm. 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 

We will have Christmas Dinner on Thursday 11th December, this is available to all pupils at 

a cost of £2:60. Please let the school office know asap if your child is taking Christmas 

Dinner. Children are encouraged to wear no uniform but Christmas Jumpers or Christmas 

Colours on Christmas dinner day. 

 

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PRODUCTIONS                                 

Our school Christmas Nativity ‘Lights Camel Action’ involving P.3 – P.7 children will take place 

on Wednesday 10th December at 7.30pm in St. Mary’s Parish Hall. Matinee will be on 

11am on Wednesday the 10th of December. 



 

P.1 & P.2 children will have their own Nativity in St. Mary’s Church on Tuesday the 2nd of 

December at 7pm. Tickets for each show are £10 per family and £5 each for extended 

family e.g. Uncles/Aunts/Grandparents. Tickets on sale from the school office and not 

on the night. The School Nativity is a great opportunity to help raise funds for our school 

and we sincerely thank you in advance for this. 

 

The children now know their part in the School Nativities, we would ask parents to source 

their own child’s costume as best they can. Contact your class teacher if you need a costume. 

There will NOT be an official recording of any of the school nativities.  

 

REMINDER: 

The children will be walking to the St. Mary’s Church (P.1 & P.2) or St. Mary’s Hall (P.3 – P.7) 

most days up to the day of the children’s performance, it is very important that children 

have a coat with them to school every day during December.  

 

PANTOMIME TRIPS 

The P.3 - P7 children will be travelling to the Opera House in Belfast to see ‘Pinocchio’ in 

Pantomime on Wednesday 3rd December. Departing school at approximately 10am and 

returning home at 5pm. The cost of the panto trip per pupil is £25. 

 

Sustrans Active Travel To School  - Daily Mile 'Santa Run' 

On Friday 12th December we will be participating in the Daily Mile 'Santa Run' where the 

children will wear something festive along with their PE uniform. We will meet at the Church 

Car Park at 8.30am to walk together as a whole school. Children will also walk/run the daily 

mile with their class in school. 

 

From Monday 1st December to Fri 12th December we will be participating in the 

‘Journey to Santa’ challenge where pupils compete to see who can carry out the most 

school journeys actively, in the run-up to Christmas. This can be all or part of 

the journey (eg. Park and ride/stride where you drive some of the way and park up, then 

cycle/walk/scoot the rest into school – ideal for families who live far away from 

school). Pupils receive one stamp for a morning journey and one for an afternoon journey. If 

a parent walks or cycles with them, they receive an extra stamp. We understand cycling or 

walking to school is not possible for every family and there will still be opportunities for 

your children to participate in other aspects of the Active Travel programme throughout 

the year. 

 

SHARED EDUCATION 

P.6 children will continue with Shared Education sessions this month meeting with their 

Maguiresbridge partners to make cards for elderly people at the local Residential Homes.   

 

CHARITY 

P.3 – P.7 children were polled to decide which charity we would be raising money for this 

year and the charity which received the most votes was Mary’s Meals. 



Our first Charity event will be a Christmas Raffle during December. Tickets are available in 

school and cost 50p each or £2 per strip of 5. 

 

 

P1 ADMISSION SEPTEMBER 2026 

Details for next year’s P.1 enrolment will be available on the Education Authority Website 

on Wednesday 10th of December. www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions 

Key dates to remember; applications are to be completed online via the admissions portal 

which goes live on Wednesday the 7th January at 12pm and closes on Wednesday the 21st 

of January at 12pm. Any admission request after this will be considered late and must be 

a paper application. 

 

Please feel free to contact Mr. Prunty at school by phone or email before the closing date 

in January if you have any queries. jprunty429@c2kni.net 

 

SCHOOL SWIMMING PROGRAMME 

There will be a significant change to the School Swimming Program this year due to the 

closure of the Lakeland Forum.  

We will be using both Fivemiletown Youth Sport Annexe and the Share Centre in Lisnaskea 

for our P.6 & P.7 Swimming in Term 2.  

 

P.7 will begin their swimming Program on Tuesday 6th January in Fivemiletown and will 

continue in FMT for 6 weeks, last swim in FMT is Tuesday 17th February. P.7’s will then move 

to Mondays in the Share Centre the following week. 23rd Feb start and last swim in the 

Share Centre for P.7’s Monday 27th April. The cost of Swim in FMT is £5 and the Cost of 

Swim in Share Centre is £4 per week. 

 

P.6 swimming program will continue for 5 weeks in Term 2 in the Share Centre. First swim 

will be Monday 12th Jan and last swim 17th February. Cost of swim in Share Centre £4. 

 
The Staff would like to wish you all 

a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas and Prosperous New Year. 
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