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It is our belief that homework is relevant to the child’s age, ability and interests, contributes to the development of independent learning skills and fosters initiative.
We believe that such homework provides the opportunity for practice and consolidation of work done in school. It reinforces and extends skills and understanding particularly in the areas of literacy and numeracy.

We believe that the provision of homework encourages partnership with our parents/guardians and we see it as essential that parents/guardians and teachers co-operate to promote the social, emotional, moral and intellectual development of the child.

This Policy was created in collaboration with Parents, Pupils, Staff and Governors and the purpose of which is to set out clearly what is expected of pupils, parents/guardians and teachers with regard to homework.
Purposes of Homework

Homework: 

· is a valuable part of schooling 

· allows for practising, extending and consolidating work done in class 

· provides training for students in planning and organising time 

· develops a range of skills in identifying and using information resources 

· establishes habits of study, concentration and self-discipline which will serve students for the rest of their lives 

· strengthens home-school links 

· reaffirms the role of parents/guardians as partners in education 

· provides parents/guardians with insights into what is being taught in the classroom and the progress of their children 

General Principles

Homework is most beneficial when:

· it reinforces and extends classwork and consolidates basic skills and knowledge 

· it is challenging and purposeful, but not so demanding that it has adverse effects on the student's motivation 

· parents/guardians are involved in the formulation and implementation of the school's homework policy 

· students take responsibility for their homework, supported by their parents/guardians 

· it is well coordinated and teacher expectations are well communicated 

· it is set on a regular basis and establishes a routine of home study 

· teachers set suitable amounts of homework which are varied and at an appropriate level considering the age, stage of schooling and capabilities of students 

· it takes into account students' home responsibilities and extracurricular activities such as clubs and sport

· it is marked promptly and accurately 

· feedback and follow-up are provided regularly to students 

· it develops and extends the core learning skills of inquiry and independent study. 

Types of Homework

The amount of time that students are expected to spend on homework will depend upon the age, ability, home environment and extracurricular activities of students, including family and cultural obligations. It is important that students of all ages have opportunities for free time, leisure and physical activities outside of school.

The three main types of homework are:

Practice exercises - providing students with the opportunities to apply new knowledge, or review, revise and reinforce newly acquired skills, including:

· consolidation exercise e.g. maths, including memorisation of tables 

· practising for mastery e.g. sounds, spelling words 

· researching/revising information about a current topic 
· reading for pleasure 

· comprehension.
· grammar and punctuation work 

Preparatory homework - providing opportunities for students to gain background information on a unit of study so that they are better prepared for future lessons, including:

· background reading 

· researching information for a class topic 

· collecting items e.g. geometric shapes, Junk Art. 

Extension assignments - encouraging students to pursue knowledge individually and imaginatively, including:

· writing e.g. a book review 

· making or designing something e.g. an art work 

· investigations e.g. World Around Us 

· researching e.g. history, local news 

· information and retrieval skills e.g. using a home computer to find material on the Internet 

· accessing topic rooms via the internet which have been set up within the school’s C2k computer system.

Homework Routines

Homework will be given during the week (Mon. to Thurs) written homework will not be given over the weekend. (exception P.6 & 7 transfer)

P.6 & P.7classes use a homework diary/reading record to ensure pupils have a record of their work. It is also intended to be used for teacher parent’s communication.

Primary One – Sound work, Library books and reading books. Parents of children in Primary 1 are asked to spend 15 min. supporting children with tasks. Written sound homework to support phonic development. Basic Numeracy activities in the second and third terms. Religious Programme - Grow In Love homework on Thursdays. Reading Eggs and Maths Seeds daily.
Primary Two - Time spent on guided reading, spelling and mental maths each night. Spellings from October in Term 1, Literacy and Numeracy on alternate nights. Parents are asked to spend 25min. each night supporting children with tasks. Religious Programme - Grow In Love homework on Wednesdays. Reading Eggs and Mathletics encouraged weekly.
Primary Three - Time should be spent on guided reading, spellings and Mental Maths each night. Written homework will be set in Literacy on Monday and Wednesday and Numeracy on Tuesday and Thursday. This should take no more than 40 min. to complete. Grow In Love homework is given occasionally during the week. Accelerated Reading/Reading Eggs and Mathletics encouraged weekly.
Primary Four - Time should be spent on guided reading, spellings and Mental Maths each night. Written homework will be set in Literacy on Monday and Wednesday and Numeracy on Tuesday and Thursday. This should take no more than 50 min. to complete. Grow In Love homework is given occasionally during the week. Accelerated Reading/Reading Eggs and Mathletics encouraged weekly.
Primary Five, Six & Seven – Time should be spent on guided reading, spellings, Times Tables and New Wave Maths and English each night. Extra Literacy and Numeracy on alternate nights. Accelerated Reading/Reading for pleasure encouraged every night and Matheletics to achieve their 1000 pts weekly. This should take no more than 60min. to complete. 

Please note Homework amount and correspondingly duration will increase if your child is choosing to do the Post Primary transfer tests. Additional homework will also be set for these children in Primary 6 and first term Primary 7 at weekends.

Pupils may have differentiated homework given within each class. Where individual programmes are set up, parents and pupils will be informed and asked to be involved in drawing up a suitable programme.

In addition Primary 5 - 7 pupils may be asked to complete at home, work from areas of the curriculum i.e. World Around Us, Personal Development & Mutual Understanding etc.

Reading Homework

The purpose of reading homework is for enjoyment and pleasure which is to be completed with the child’s parents or guardians. 

It is strongly advised that parents question their child for understanding during reading, simple literal questions like, “Who was driving the car?” to more thought provoking questions which will better stretch the child’s understanding, “Why was he driving the car?” 

It is also important that the parent or guardian signs or initials the child’s reading record at least once a week. 

Expectations

Parents/Guardians can help by:

· taking an active interest in homework 

· ensuring that there is time set aside for homework 

· encouraging and supporting students to complete homework independently

· providing, where possible, a dedicated place and desk for homework and study 

· encouraging their children to read and take an interest in current events 

· assisting teachers to monitor homework by signing completed work if requested and being aware of the amount of homework set 

· communicating with teachers any concerns about the nature of homework and their children's approach to the homework 

· alerting the school to any domestic or extracurricular activities which may need to be taken into consideration when homework is being set or corrected. 

Teachers can help by:

· explaining to students and their parents/guardians the purpose and benefits of homework 

· ensuring students and parents/guardians are aware of the school's homework policy 

· providing quality homework activities related to classwork 

· setting a suitable amount of relevant homework which is appropriate to the ability of each student 

· ensuring that students are aware of what is expected of them, and how their work will be assessed 

· giving students sufficient time to complete their homework, taking into account, as far as possible, competing home obligations and extracurricular activities. 

· marking homework promptly and appropriately, maintaining homework records and providing feedback to students and parents/guardians 

· alerting parents/guardians of any developing problems concerning their children's homework and suggesting strategies that they can use to assist their children with their homework. 

Students can help by:

· being aware of the importance of homework 

· being aware of their school's homework policy 

· completing homework within the given time frame 

· alerting parents/guardians to homework expectations 

· seeking assistance from teachers and parents/guardians when difficulties arise 

· showing their homework to their parents/guardians 

· ensuring homework is of a high standard

· organising their time to ensure that sufficient time is given to quality homework within set deadlines.
Procedure for homework not completed.

In order to help parents, pupils and teachers understand more clearly the procedure of what happens when homeworks are not completed; we as a staff have drawn up a simple procedure. The aim of the procedure is to explain how we as a school can support you the parents/guardians if your child is having difficulty, completing homeworks regularly.

It is important to note here that the number of missed homeworks refer to number missed in one school term. We would also like to point out that if parents have informed staff either in person or by note that their child was sick or unable to do homework because of any number of valid reasons this will not be counted as a missed homework. Our aim is to support those children who regularly do not have their homework completed through this policy.

	Number of Homeworks missed in

ONE TERM
	Arrangements

	2
	Homework sent home to be completed by child and signed or initialled by parent/guardian.

	4
	Informal note sent home to parent/guardian to be signed and sent back to teacher.

	6
	Note sent home to parent inviting parent to a meeting or a phone call with the teacher as to establish a plan together to ensure homeworks are completed.

	8
	Formal letter from Principal.

	10
	Parents invited to a meeting with Principal to organise support or make practical arrangements which would be best suited for the child.


HOMEWORK 

Homework continues to be a useful link between home and school. The school values the support and effort that parents give the children with homework activities. The amount and nature of homework will depend greatly on the age and specific needs of individual children. 

Children are encouraged to take books home and in the early years parents are asked to find time for Paired Reading - this means setting aside a short period each day to read together and to discuss the pictures so that reading is enjoyed and the child gains confidence. 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………………….. (Chairperson of St Mary’s PS Board of Governors)

Date    ……………………………………………………………………………..

Signed: …………………………………………………………………………….. (Principal of St Mary’s PS)

Date    ……………………………………………………………………………..
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