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November 2025 NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL CLOSURES 
Christmas Holidays - School will close on Friday 19th December at 12:00 noon and will re-open on Monday 5th January 2026. 
A NIGHT TO REMEMBER
Congratulations to our school choir on their outstanding performance at the Voices of Hope Concert in Clones, held as part of the church’s celebration of its Jubilee Year of Hope. We are incredibly proud of how beautifully they represented our school.
A sincere thank you to all the parents/guardians for their support during rehearsals, to Sinéad McGorman for her musical direction, and to our dedicated teachers who generously gave their time to accompany and encourage the children throughout the event.
As a special treat for their hard work and wonderful performance, the children enjoyed an ice cream bar, where they had fun creating and eating their very own ice cream boats!
REACH
 P1–P7 pupils will begin a six-week initiative titled “Anxious Feelings” on Tuesday, 4th November. The programme aims to help pupils understand anxious feelings, promote positive self-care, and develop strategies to manage triggers and emotions effectively. It will be delivered by the EA REACH Area Youth Worker through storytelling, role play, art, discussions, and a range of practical games and activities.


SHARED EDUCATION
Shared Education for our P3 pupils will begin on Wednesday 5th November and run for four weeks. During this time, pupils will join with children from St. Tierney’s P.S. and Aghadrumsee C.P.S. to focus on developing mathematical thinking through fun, collaborative learning experiences.
This programme offers pupils the valuable opportunity to learn together, build friendships, and develop respect and understanding between schools. Over the four weeks, children will visit each other’s schools and work alongside teachers from all three settings, strengthening not only their learning but also their sense of cooperation and community. 
MENTAL HEALTH DAY
On Friday 10th October, pupils and staff joined together in a sea of yellow to mark World Mental Health Day, a colour chosen to represent positivity and hope. Throughout the day, each year group learned about the importance of talking to a trusted adult and the message that no one has to face challenges alone.
The celebrations also included mindfulness activities, encouraging everyone to pause, reflect, and support one another. Thank you to all our families for their generous donations. We will be presenting a £300 cheque to Mrs Patricia Flanagan from Oak Healthy Living, Lisnaskea during assembly on Thursday 6th November. 
FLU VACCINE
The school Nurse will be present on Thursday 6th November to administer the seasonal flu vaccine. The vaccine will only be administered to pupils whose parents have already given written permission.
ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 
Anti-Bullying Week will take place from Monday 10th to Friday 14th November. This annual event aims to raise awareness about the bullying of children and young people, both in schools and beyond, while promoting effective ways to prevent and respond to it.
To mark this important week in our school calendar, pupils and staff will engage in a variety of activities, discussions, and a whole-school assembly. The theme for this year, “Power for Good,” reminds us that everyone has the ability to make a positive difference — by speaking out against bullying, supporting others, and helping to create a kind and respectful school environment.
We will launch the week with Odd Socks Day on Monday 10th November, when children and adults are encouraged to wear odd socks to school. This fun activity celebrates individuality and reminds us to value what makes each of us unique.
The week will conclude with Friendship Friday on 14th November, a day dedicated to celebrating friendship, promoting positive relationships, and encouraging everyone to reach out with kindness and support to others. 
AFTER-SCHOOL CLUB
Our After-School Club for P4–P7 pupils will begin on Monday 10th November, running from 3:00–4:00 pm for six weeks. The club is free for all participants, thanks to support from our Extended Schools funding. A range of fun and engaging activities will be on offer, including Arts & Crafts, Cookery, and P.E.
I would like to extend my thanks to our teachers and classroom assistants for kindly facilitating these sessions and giving their time to provide such enjoyable opportunities for our pupils.
HEALTHY OPTIONS
We have observed a rise in the number of children bringing crisps, buns, chocolate bars, and sweets in their lunch boxes on a daily basis. This does not align with our Whole School Food Policy. We kindly ask parents/guardians to reserve treats for Fridays and to ensure that children bring water only in their water bottles, helping to promote healthy choices and the wellbeing of all our pupils.
DANCE WORKSHOP
Urban Motion will be visiting on Monday 10th November. All year groups will partake in an exciting session led by a dance choreographer. During these sessions, pupils will explore movement, creativity, and teamwork in a fun, engaging, and supportive environment.
COMMUNITY LINKS 
P4–P7 pupils will have the opportunity to welcome representatives from Lowry Building & Civil Engineering Company to the school on Wednesday 12th November. As the main contractors for the new Health Centre in Lisnaskea, the company has reached out to share insights into the building and construction process and have kindly invited upper KS2 pupils to visit the site in the near future.
We are delighted to be working in partnership with the Lowry Building & Civil Engineering Company, strengthening our community links and offering pupils meaningful, real-world learning experiences. We are particularly grateful for their generous donation of a storage shed, which will significantly enhance our outdoor learning provision and support a wide range of learning activities for our pupils.
This visit represents a fantastic initial engagement, with further activities and collaborative opportunities planned with the company before Christmas for all year groups.
LISNASKEA FEIS
Well done to all our pupils who took part in this year’s Lisnaskea Feis across all sections. We are incredibly proud of the effort, talent, and determination shown by every child, and delighted to celebrate their achievements and successes as a school community. The Feis provided a wonderful opportunity for pupils to showcase their skills, build confidence, and enjoy performing. 


HALLOWE’EN FUNDRAISER
Thank you, parents/guardians, for supporting our Hallowe’en Movie Night and for your generous contributions towards school funds. We raised £495 & €70 which is truly wonderful! Thank you to the members of staff who gave so freely of their time to organise and supervise this event. It was a great success and a very enjoyable night.
PHONICS GUIDANCE
A Phonics Session for P1 parents will take place on Thursday 20th November from 1:30 pm to 2:15 pm. We will explore practical, fun, and effective ways to embed phonics at home. This is a great opportunity to learn strategies that support your child’s reading journey and ask any questions you may have. A free Stay and Play facility will be available for P1 pupils during this time.
PANTOMIME TRIP
P4 – P7 children will be travelling to the Opera House in Belfast to see The Adventures of Pinocchio on Wednesday 3rd December. The cost is £25 per pupil, to be paid by Friday 28th November.

SAVE THE DATE
· Saturday15th & 22nd November – SEAG GL Transfer Test 2025 dates for P7 pupils.

· Sunday 23rd November – Grow in Love Mass for P4 pupils.

· Saturday 23rd May – First Holy Communion in St. Macartan’s Church, Aghadrumsee. Time to be confirmed.


Visit our school website to view photos from the events and activities held throughout October and November.[image: Our Little Cottage in the Big Woods: Hello November.]
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