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JANUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER
Welcome back everyone! Wishing you all a happy, healthy, and exciting New Year ahead. 
P.1 ADMISSION SEPTEMBER 2026
Details for this year’s Primary One enrolment are available on the Education Authority Website at  www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions
Key Dates: Applications are to be completed online via the admissions portal which goes live on Wednesday 7th January at 12 noon and closes on Wednesday 21st January at 12 noon. Any admissions request after this will be considered late and must be a paper application.
Please feel free to contact Mrs Rooney by phone (02867751100) or email info@stmacartans.enniskillen.ni.sch.uk before the closing date if you have any queries.
P.7 PARENTS/GUARDIANS – POST PRIMARY ADMISSION PROCESS
Key Dates: Admissions Criteria for all Post Primary Schools are currently available online. Online applications will open on Tuesday 27th January at 12 noon and will close on Thursday 19th February at 12 noon. Parents/guardians will receive application outcome via email/letter on Saturday 9th May.
EXTENDED SCHOOLS CLUSTER FUNDING
All pupils (P.1-P.7) will be participating in a twelve-week physical and wellbeing programme facilitated by Core NI. This will commence on Wednesday 7th January. The first six-week block will focus on gymnastics followed by dance. Children are to wear their PE uniform and suitable footwear. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2026
National Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated from January 18th – 24th 2026. The theme this year is ’Catholic Schools: Normal Lives, Called to Holiness,’ inspired by Pope Francis and Blessed Carlo Acutis, focusing on finding holiness in everyday life. Children will be engaging in a variety of lessons and activities to mark this occasion. 
On Wednesday 21st January at 9.30am, Fr. Gabriel Dolan and staff would like to invite all grandparents/significant others to St. Macartan’s Church for a special Mass for grandparents. This is an opportunity for the children to show their love and appreciation for all the things that grandparents do for them and their families and to highlight the significant role they play in their faith journey. We would be delighted if those attending would join us for refreshments afterwards in our school assembly hall.
GROW IN LOVE
The next Grow in Love Mass for our Primary Four pupils will take place on Sunday 18th January.
P4 & P5 EDUCATIONAL VISIT 
On Wednesday 14th January, P4 and P5 pupils will be visiting Enniskillen Castle to enjoy a guided tour of the museum and explore the World War II exhibitions linked to their learning. Further details will follow.
PRICE INCREASE
Please note that from 1st January 2026, the cost of school dinners has increased to £3.10 per day. As we are unable to offer a credit facility, we respectfully ask that dinner money is paid weekly. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.
MUSIC LESSONS

Tin whistle lessons will continue in Term 2 for P2 – P7 pupils. Teachers are dedicating time to planning and teaching engaging and enjoyable sessions. However, many children are not bringing their tin whistle to school, which makes the lessons less effective and beneficial. Please ensure your child brings their instrument to school every Thursday so they can fully participate and make the most of these music sessions.

BEING WELL, DOING WELL SURVEY
[image: A qr code on a grey square

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]As part of the Being Well, Doing Well programme we would greatly appreciate if you could scan the QR Code and complete the survey. Your feedback is important and will help us to understand what’s working well and where we can continue to improve. 


CHRISTMAS THANKS
We would like to thank parents for their generous donations of treats and gifts for the children before the Christmas break. Your kindness and good wishes were very much appreciated and helped make the end of term extra special for everyone.
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