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FEBRUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL CLOSURES
School will be closed on Tuesday 10th February to Friday 13th February inclusive for Midterm Break.
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2026
It was wonderful to welcome so many grandparents and special guests who joined us for Mass during Catholic Schools Week. Their presence added to the joy of the celebration and made the occasion even more meaningful for our pupils and staff. We hope everyone enjoyed their time with us and loved the little mementos prepared with care. A sincere thank you to Fr. Gabriel for so beautifully officiating the Mass. Photos from the celebration are available on our website.

FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY

We are delighted to share that the school has been awarded a small grant from Fermanagh and Omagh District Council to support a food‑related initiative. This funding will allow us to provide fresh fruit at breaktime for all pupils every Friday during February and March.
Our P7 pupils will take the lead in preparing the fruit and promoting the benefits of choosing a healthy snack.
As a result of this initiative, P1 and P2 pupils will pay £10 per month for their snack during these two months.

EXTENDED SCHOOLS FUNDING

Digital/Play-Based Numeracy Club will commence for all year groups week beginning 16th February, with sessions starting at 8:40am. This club provides pupils with a fun, engaging way to build confidence in numeracy through games, digital tools, and hands-on activities. It supports problem-solving skills, encourages a positive attitude towards mathematics, and helps children develop strong foundational skills in an enjoyable, low-pressure environment.

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	P4 & P5 
Mrs Keenan
	P6 & P7 
Mrs Ward/Miss Enright
	P1 & P2 
Mrs Rooney/Miss Enright
	P2 & P3
Mrs Williams




SAFER INTERNET DAY
Safer Internet Day will take place on Thursday 5th February. The theme, ‘Smart Tech, Safe Choices – Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AI,’ focuses on how children, young people, and families can navigate Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools safely. This includes using AI for learning and creativity, as well as understanding potential harms such as deepfakes, ensuring informed and confident digital interactions.
Mrs Ward, our ICT Co-ordinator, has organised a range of interactive presentations which will be delivered by our Digital Leaders to all year groups. Through these activities, we aim to reinforce the importance of staying safe online. We also encourage parents to support this learning at home by helping children develop practical online safety skills as they navigate the digital world. 

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK
Children’s Mental Health Week 2026 takes place from 9th - 15th February. As this falls during the school closure, we will be marking the week beginning 16th February. This year’s theme, ‘This is My Place,’ focuses on the importance of belonging in friendships, school, and the wider community, and how this supports children’s mental health and wellbeing. Throughout the week, pupils will be encouraged to reflect on the people, places, and experiences that help them feel safe, valued, and supported. By working together as a school community, we aim to ensure every child feels a strong sense of belonging. Mrs Williams, Designated Teacher for Child Protection, will lead a whole-school assembly as part of the week’s activities.
CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY
Fermanagh and Omagh District Council has acknowledged the urgent need to take action on climate change and has formally declared a Climate Emergency. The Council is dedicated to creating a more sustainable future and was the first local council to introduce a Sustainable Development Action Plan.
As part of our ongoing commitment to these environmental initiatives, P4 and P5 pupils will participate in a Winter Bird Workshop on Tuesday, 3rd February, which will include making bird-feeder rings.
This hands‑on workshop will support pupils in learning about local bird species, the importance of biodiversity, and the positive steps we can all take to protect our natural environment.
Children to wear warm coats to school.

STREET COLLECTION – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are planning to hold a street collection in Lisnaskea on Saturday, 18th April to help raise funds for upgrading our school iPads. These devices play a significant role in supporting teaching and learning and upgrading them will benefit all pupils across the school.
For this collection to be successful, we kindly ask each family to volunteer a little time on the day to assist with fundraising. Even a short time slot would make a meaningful difference. 
Please forward the name(s) of any family member(s) who are willing to help with the collection to our school secretary. We can only proceed with this event if we have an adequate number of volunteers, so your support would be greatly appreciated.
SCHOOL SWIMMING PROGRAMME
The P6 and P7 swimming programme will begin on Friday 20th February at Monaghan Leisure Centre. This is a six‑week programme with a cost of £30 per child.
Please ensure that your child’s permission slip has been returned to our school secretary. Pupils are reminded not to bring money, as they will not be permitted to use the vending machines.

CUMANN NA MBUNSCOL

Congratulations to our P6 & P7 girls, who made it to the semi-final of the Five-a-Side Football on 28th January. The girls showed excellent teamwork, determination, and fantastic spirit throughout the competition.
We wish the P6 & P7 boys the best of luck as they compete in the Cumann na mBunscol Five-a-Side Football Tournament on Wednesday 4th February in the Castle Park Centre, Lisnaskea.

SOUND IN MOTION

Music sessions with Rachael McCabe will continue this term for all year groups. The cost is £12 per child, per term.

SHARED EDUCATION

P6 and P7 pupils will begin their Shared Education programme with pupils from Aghadrumsee C.P.S. and St. Tierney’s P.S. on Wednesday 18th February. This collaborative programme provides pupils with valuable opportunities to learn alongside their peers from neighbouring schools, helping to build positive relationships, strengthen teamwork, and develop shared learning experiences.
This term, the planned activities will focus on Digital Audio, Music, and Sound. Pupils will explore how technology can be used creatively in music production, experiment with digital tools, and work together on exciting sound‑based projects. The programme aims to build confidence, creativity, and communication skills while giving children a chance to discover new interests.

SERVICE OF LIGHT

The Service of Light for those children making the Sacrament of Confirmation will take place in St. Macartan’s P.S. on Thursday 5th February at 7:00pm. This is a parish event so children should wear their casual clothes and bring their baptismal candle.

CREDIT UNION QUIZ

Best wishes to Primary Six and Seven pupils who will be representing St. Macartan’s P.S. at the Credit Union Schools Quiz on Friday 6th February.

LOVE FOR LIFE
Please keep Wednesday 25th February, 7:00 - 8:30pm free for a parental workshop entitled ‘Birds and Bees.’ This session is open to all parents and guardians (P1-P7) and aims to build confidence in supporting children as they grow up, navigate puberty, and develop healthy relationships. The workshop will also provide practical advice on how to respond when your child asks questions about these topics, helping parents feel more prepared and at ease. The session will be delivered by trained Love for Life facilitators, and we are delighted to welcome parents and guardians from St. Joseph’s P.S. Donagh, who will be joining us for the evening.
ATTENDANCE

Regular school attendance is essential for effective learning and overall success. At St. Macartan’s P.S., attendance is recorded electronically twice daily and reviewed monthly.
If your child is absent, please provide a note to their class teacher explaining the reason for the absence. This information will then be recorded on our SIMS system.
WORLD BOOK DAY
We will be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 5th March. To mark this occasion, we invite all children to come to school dressed as a character from one of their favourite books.
We encourage parents and guardians to create costumes together with their children using items you already have at home—simple, fun, and imaginative outfits are perfect!


PRIMARY SEVEN PARENTS/GUARDIANS – POST PRIMARY ADMISSION PROCESS

Online applications opened at 12noon on Tuesday 27th January 2026 and will close at 12noon on Thursday 19th February 2026.

MEETING FOR PRIMARY SIX PARENTS/GUARDIANS

Parents and guardians of Primary Six pupils who may be considering the Entrance Exam for the next academic year are invited to attend a short information meeting on Tuesday 3rd March at 3pm.
Please enter through the lower green gates, as the meeting will take place in Mrs Ward’s classroom.

SHARING OF BOOKS WITH PARENTS/GUARDIANS

Pupils’ books will be sent home on Friday 6th February for parents and guardians to review. We encourage you to spend time with your child looking through their work, noting their progress, achievements, and continued effort.
Please sign and date the last completed page in each book before returning them to school.

MAY TESTING

End of year testing will take place from Monday 11th May to Friday 15th May inclusive. Please ensure all children are present during this period so they have the full opportunity to demonstrate their learning, knowledge, and skills.

SACRAMENTAL DATES

P.4 Class
· First Penance: Sacred Heart Church, Clones on Monday 23rd February @ 7:00pm 
· First Holy Communion: St. Macartan’s Church, Aghadrumsee on Saturday 23rd May @ 11:00am
P.7 Class
· Service of Light: St. Macartan’s P.S. on Thursday 5th February @ 7:00pm
· Temperance Sunday (Confirmation Pledge) on Sunday 15th February
· Lough Derg Retreat: Thursday 19th March
· Confirmation: Sacred Heart Church, Clones on Saturday 9th May @ 11:00am
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