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SCHOOL CLOSURES
School will be closed Monday 16th to Wednesday 18th March inclusive.

Easter Break: Thursday 2nd to Friday 10th April inclusive.

ST. MACARTAN’S P.S. ACHIEVES AUTISM NI IMPACT AWARD FOR EDUCATION 
St. Macartan’s Primary School is delighted to announce that we have recently been awarded Autism NI’s prestigious Impact Award for Education. This achievement recognises our continued commitment to creating an inclusive, supportive environment for autistic and neurodivergent pupils and their families.
As part of the process, staff undertook bespoke training delivered by Autism NI and implemented a tailored action plan designed to introduce meaningful adjustments throughout the school. These measures aim to strengthen accessibility, enhance understanding, and ensure that all pupils feel valued and supported.
Autism NI’s Director of Development, Christine Kearney, commented:
“We are delighted that St. Macartan’s P.S. has achieved the Impact Award. Through their training and action plan, the school has implemented a range of practical and meaningful changes to promote accessibility. By achieving the Impact Award, they have shown a clear commitment to building an inclusive culture for their students and will strive to continue building positive accessible options for their students.”
Receiving this award marks an important milestone for our school, reflecting the dedication of our staff and the strength of our partnership with Autism NI. We remain committed to continuing this work and further developing strategies that promote inclusion, understanding, and positive experiences for all members of our school community. 



WORLD BOOK DAY

We will be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 5th March. To mark the occasion, we invite all children to come to school dressed as a favourite book character. We encourage families to create costumes together using items you already have at home. Teachers have planned a range of fun and engaging activities for the day, and every child will receive a £1 World Book Day token.

As part of the celebrations, our school librarians will be running a book swap. Each child is asked to bring in one gently used book that they are happy to exchange with a classmate. This is a wonderful opportunity for pupils to share stories they enjoy and discover new ones.
We would also love parents/guardians to take photographs of their child/children reading in unusual or creative places. Please send these to info@stmacartans.enniskillen.ni.sch.uk. The librarians will use the photos to create a whole‑school display celebrating our love of reading.
EXTENDED SCHOOLS FUNDING
Digital /Play Based Numeracy Club will continue for the month of March for all year groups. Sessions start at 8:40am.
LOUGH DERG RETREAT
The P7 class will be travelling to Lough Derg for a retreat on Thursday 19th March. The bus will depart at 8:30am and return at approximately 4:00pm. All pupils are required to bring a clean glass jar for an art activity.
FIRST AID TRAINING
Erne East First Responders will be visiting the school on Monday 23rd March to deliver first aid training to all year groups. Each session will be hands‑on and carefully tailored to suit the age and abilities of the class involved. Pupils will have the opportunity to learn practical skills, build confidence in responding to minor injuries, and develop an understanding of how to stay safe in an emergency. We are delighted to offer this valuable learning experience, which will support children in becoming more aware, responsible, and prepared.
CUMANN NA MBUNSCOL
Fermanagh Cumann na mBunscol are using a skills challenge to select pupils to represent the county in the GAA INTO Mini 7’s games in Croke Park during the summer. Each primary school has been invited to send one P7 boy and one P7 girl to represent their school at the upcoming football trials. To select the pupils going forward we will be holding our own football skills challenge day where skills will be assessed and scored. The boy and girl achieving the highest scores will be nominated. All P5-P7 children have been issued with a copy of ‘The Road to Croker’ skills challenge.
Best of luck to our P6 & 7 girls who are representing St. Macartan’s in the Mini 7s to be held in Bawnacre Centre, Irvinestown on Monday 30th of March. 


ECO COUNCIL LEADING THE WAY IN SUSTAINABILITY

A huge well done to our ECO Council members, who have now introduced compost bins in all key areas of the school. On Thursday 26th February, they led a whole‑school assembly to promote recycling and to explain the purpose of the brown bin, including what should and should not be placed in each bin. Their dedication and enthusiasm are excellent examples of our ongoing efforts as we work towards securing our Green Flag award.

SUPPORT FOR OUR YOUNG PLAYERS
We would like to express our sincere thanks to Aghadrumsee GAC for their generous donation of thirty footballs to our school. Their continued support is greatly appreciated and plays an important role in encouraging and promoting the Gaelic games among our pupils.

PRIMARY SIX TRANSFER MEETING REMINDER
If you have a child in Primary Six you may well be considering taking up the option to sit the Entrance Exam in the next academic year. We are holding a short meeting on Tuesday 3rd March @ 3pm for any interested parents. Please enter through the lower green gates as the meeting will be held in Mrs Ward’s classroom.
GROW IN LOVE
The next Grow in Love Mass for our Primary Four pupils will take place on Sunday 22nd March.
WEEKLY/MONTHLY PAYMENTS
We respectfully remind you that the school does not offer a credit facility. Therefore, we would appreciate if all outstanding bills could be settled by Friday 6th March.
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