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St. Macartan’s Primary School, Aghadrumsee is a Catholic
Maintained Primary School


Principal: Mrs Caroline Rooney

Address:  Tattynageeragh,
Roslea,
                Co. Fermanagh,
       BT92 7AW

Telephone: 028 677 51100

Email: Info@stmacartans.enniskillen.ni.sch.uk

Website: www.stmacartanspsroslea.com
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Principal: Mrs Caroline Rooney
Email: info@stmacartans.enniskillen.ni.sch.uk
Website: www.stmacartanspsroslea.com



Dear Parent/Guardian,

We are delighted that you are considering sending your child to St. Macartan’s Primary School. We would be greatly honoured to be part of their journey towards academic excellence and personal growth.
At St. Macartan’s Primary School, we are committed to creating a safe, nurturing and stimulating learning environment where children can thrive academically, socially, and emotionally. Our dedicated staff works tirelessly to ensure that each child receives a well-rounded education that fosters curiosity, critical thinking, and a lifelong love for learning. 
We place a strong emphasis on the values of respect, responsibility, and resilience, ensuring our pupils become confident individuals ready to face the challenges of an ever-changing world. We believe that education is a collaborative journey. Parental support and involvement are invaluable to us and together, we can make a profound impact on your child's future. 
I hope that you find this prospectus both interesting and informative and that it gives you a flavour of life at St. Macartan’s Primary School. We would encourage you to view our up-to-date website www.stmacartanspsroslea.com to find out more about what we can offer your child throughout their primary years. Should you wish to meet with me individually please feel free to telephone to make an appointment.

We look forward to welcoming you and your child to our school community and sharing in your child’s future.

Warm regards,

Caroline Rooney
Principal



 







   














MISSION STATEMENT

St. Macartan’s Primary School has an inclusive Catholic Ethos where we strive to provide equality of opportunity for each child. 

We aspire to teach and learn with compassion accepting everyone’s individuality and uniqueness. 

In St. Macartan’s Primary School children will have a sense of belonging to a tolerant, peaceful, and harmonious environment. 

We delight in our own and each other’s achievements. 


 













OUR AIMS 

The aims of the school are more than an expression of hopes and desires. They commit the school to certain values and directions and provide criteria for decisions relating to organisation, resources, curriculum, and teaching. 





For your child the school will aim to develop: 

Access for all children to a broad and balanced curriculum giving every child the opportunity to experience success in learning and to achieve as high a standard as possible. 

An awareness of his/her talents, skills, and abilities. 

A love of learning, knowledge of how to learn and the motivation to produce his/her best work. 

A lively and enquiring mind, the ability to question and to make informed decisions. 

An awareness of the immediate environment and an attitude, which leads to self-discipline, independence, courtesy, good manners, and respect for everyone. 

A knowledge and understanding of the wider world in which we live. 

Effective communication among all members of the school community to support and enhance learning. 

The capacity to become a contributing member of the community, prepared for their adult lives at home, at work, at leisure and as citizens and consumers. 

Emotional competencies which help create secure and balanced children. 



GENERAL INFORMATION



STAFFING COMPLEMENT 2024/2025


Teaching staff:

Year 1        Mrs Caroline Rooney & Principal Release Teacher (TBC)

Year 2/3    Mrs Melissa Williams

Year 4/5    Miss Bregeen Murray

Year 6/7    Mrs Cathy Ward



Classroom Assistants:

	Mrs Deirdre Grew 
	  Mrs Marian McMahon 

	Miss Aishling McPhillips
	  Mrs Michelle Higgins

	Mrs Patricia Maguire
	  Mrs Síle McElvaney 





	School Chaplin
	       Secretary
	  Caretaker
	Lunchtime Supervisor

	
	
	
	

	 Fr. Jim Moore
	 Mrs Marian Reilly
	 Mr Ciaran Faux
	Mrs Deirdre Grew


	
	
	
	


Kitchen Staff:

Mrs Mary Carey         Mrs Maureen Gauley


Educational Support Agencies:      

	        School Nurse 
	     School Psychologist

	      Mrs Dee Gordan 
	      Dr. Tara-Jayne Duffy 





BOARD OF GOVERNORS


Department of Education Representative

	Mr Brian McManus (Chairperson)

	


Trustee Representatives

	

	Mrs Mary Maguire
	Mr Martin Mc Caffrey 

	Mrs Máire Cullinan
	Mr Michael McMahon

	


EA Representatives

	

	Mr Rory McCauley
	Mrs Samantha Boyle


	


Parent Representative

	

	Ms Frances Nelson



Teacher Representative

	 

	Mrs Cathy Ward 



Secretary

	

	Mrs Caroline Rooney 
	


    





OUR SCHOOL BACKGROUND
 
Corranny and Cornagague Primary Schools amalgamated in April 2012 into a new purpose-built school called St. Macartan’s Primary School. The new school is centrally located beside St. Macartan’s Church, Aghadrumsee in the parish of Clones. It is accessed from the main Lisnaskea/Roslea road. Children travel by bus or private transport from a dispersed rural area.  

We strive to provide quality education for children between 4 and 11 years. Enrolment is capped at 145. 


ACCOMMODATION AND RESOURCES

St. Macartan’s is an impressive building which is well maintained. It comprises of five class bases, two resource areas, two office spaces, a facilitation room, a sensory room, staffroom, and a large multi-purpose gymnasium with stage. It has adequate storage areas one of which we converted into a well-stocked library. 

Our school is fully accessible for those with physical difficulties. Facilities include the provision of a lift to the stage area, a toilet, shower and changing room. 

There is ample car parking space with easy access for buses. Hardcore and grass areas are at the rear of the school and are being further developed to meet the needs of outdoor teaching and learning.



















OUR SCHOOL DAY


The school day begins at 8.50am. Children may arrive from 8.30am where they will be supervised by adults. 


Class begins:                      8:50am 

Morning break:                 10:30am – 10:45am 

Lunch:                                 12:30am – 1:15pm 

P1 Home-time:                  1:15pm

P2 – P7 Home-time:         2:50pm

Children travelling by bus will be collected first followed by children going home by car.

It is important that if parents have made alternative arrangements for their child going home that the school is made aware of this in writing.

PLAY AND STAY FACILITY

For a small charge, the school runs a daily after-school club for our Primary One pupils. This is to facilitate working parents and families who live a distance from the school. 

















SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
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	2024 - 2025 School Calendar
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School Closed/Holidays                                   Staff Development Day (No school for pupils)
SCHOOL UNIFORM
Our vision for St. Macartan’s Primary School pupils, is that they feel a sense of pride and belonging to their school. We always encourage the wearing of our school uniform and have ensured parents get a reasonably priced form of common dress. We feel that wearing uniform promotes equality, assists with student identification and safety in public places and helps maintain high community regard for the school and its pupils.                              
	Girls:
Navy sweatshirt bearing the school logo. 
Teal polo shirt 
Navy pinafore or skirt 
Black shoes 

	Summer Uniform:
Blue and white gingham summer dress
or
[bookmark: _Hlk166397578]Plain navy shorts and teal polo shirt 


	Boys:
Navy sweatshirt bearing the school logo. 
Teal polo shirt 
Navy trousers 
Black shoes

	Summer Uniform:
Plain navy shorts and teal polo shirt 


	Boys & Girls P.E. Uniform:
[bookmark: _Hlk166070598]Teal polo shirt 
Plain navy tracksuit bottoms 
Trainers




School uniform can be purchased from S.D. Kells, Lisnaskea/Enniskillen.

All items of your child’s belongings should be clearly marked with his or her name. 

JEWELLERY

Children are discouraged from wearing jewellery to school because of the safety factor. If children have pierced ears, then they should wear only studs as hooped earrings may result in accidents. Children who are wearing inappropriate jewellery, will at the class teacher’s discretion, be required to remove such items if they believe them to constitute a safety hazard.


THE CURRICULUM
In St. Macartan’s Primary School all the pupils will receive their full entitlement under the Northern Ireland Curriculum. No pupil will be discriminated against on grounds of gender, religion, or disability. 
We offer a curriculum that is balanced and broadly based, and which promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, intellectual, and physical development of the pupils. This curriculum will be delivered in a way which is best suited to the pupils’ age, aptitude, and ability in order to help prepare them for the opportunities, responsibilities, and experiences of adult life. 
Staff will endeavour to foster the desire to learn and promote independent thinking and reasoning skills. Children will be actively encouraged to apply themselves to the work in hand and to work to the best of their ability. The Revised Northern Ireland Curriculum has defined five key stages in a pupil’s education, the first three of which are spent in primary school: 

• Foundation Stage – Years 1 and 2 
• Key Stage 1 – Years 3 and 4
• Key Stage 2 – Years 5, 6 and 7 

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION
 
As a school with a very strong Catholic ethos, St. Macartan's Primary School attempts to live out this ethos through our openness to embrace all who wish to join our school community. We believe this inclusive approach, which embraces pupils of all abilities, all religious beliefs, and all cultural backgrounds, enhances the educational experience of all in the school community. We strive to ensure that our educational provision can be modified to address the needs of all the pupils. We engage with a full range of professional and voluntary organisations to ensure that we can maximise the potential learning for all our pupils.






AREAS OF LEARNING: 

1. LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 
The three main areas are talking and listening, reading, and writing. Pupils are encouraged to develop their oral skills and are provided with opportunities to discuss, share information, debate, and give formal presentations both in class and at assemblies. Each child is encouraged to read both in school and at home. Our class libraries, library van visits, special focus days and book fairs all help to foster a love of reading. Our aim is to develop independent reading habits. Each pupil’s progress is tracked so that any issues can be quickly identified and addressed. Pupils are given a wide range of opportunities to write for different purposes and audiences. 

2. MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY 
The development of solid mathematical understanding forms the basis of our Numeracy curriculum. Children engage in a wide variety of practical activities and games, which are designed to promote effective learning and enjoyment in the areas of Number, Measures, Shape and Space and Data-handling. A major emphasis is also placed on the development of mental skills and problem-solving skills. 

3. THE ARTS 
Children are provided opportunities to engage in Music, Art, and Drama.  We have an active school choir and tin whistle is introduced in Primary Three. Children are encouraged in the dramatic arts as part of the normal curriculum and through participation in assemblies, Christmas carol services, school productions and afterschool drama clubs. Pupils are given varied experiences in art lessons using a wide range of media including digital media. 

4. PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING 
The PDMU programme seeks to meet children’s personal, emotional, social and health needs. It encourages children to become confident, independent, and responsible citizens who can make informed and responsible decisions. The programme includes Emotional Development, Social Skills, Learning to Learn, Mutual Understanding, Health, Relationships and Sexuality Education, Drugs Awareness, Anti-bullying, and Internet Safety.


5. WORLD AROUND US 
In line with the requirements of the Revised Northern Ireland curriculum, children study History, Geography and Science through a topic-based approach, which emphasizes ‘Connected Learning’. We include opportunities to incorporate STEM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). Our ‘World Around Us’ topics focus on the development of children’s interests in their world through a questioning and research-based approach. 

6. PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
All classes participate in a broadly balanced programme of Physical Education. This includes gymnastics, games, dance, and swimming (P5-P7). This provision is enhanced through the use of sports coaches who visit the school developing football, hurling, multi-sports, and other skills. Pupils have opportunities to showcase their sporting talents in local football and athletic tournaments. 

7. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Central to and permeating the life of the school is the spiritual development of its members. There will be time set aside each day for class prayer and religious education. The teacher will use the ‘Grow in Love’ programme as the core syllabus and supplement this from own faith experiences. Pupils will take part in weekly whole school assemblies, planned, and participated in by pupils of particular year groups. These will celebrate the main liturgical seasons and feast days.

We acknowledge the role of parents in the children’s religious education; the school builds on the foundation they have laid. Parents are also involved in the preparation of their children for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Communion and Confirmation. Fr Moore and parish representatives also assist the children and their parents in the preparation for these sacraments.

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from Religious Education class. However, if they wish to exercise this right they should do so in writing. This also applies to assemblies and other liturgical occasions.


CURRICULUM DELIVERY 
The learning opportunities provided through the N.I. Curriculum will help support our pupils to develop as:
 • Individuals
 • Contributors to Society 
• Contributors to the Economy and the Environment 
For further details visit: www.deni.gov.uk or www. nicurriculum.org.uk 

CROSS-CURRICULAR SKILLS 

At the heart of the curriculum lies a clear emphasis on the development of skills and capabilities for the life-long learning in preparation for life and work in the 21st century. Through opportunities to engage in active learning contexts across all areas of the curriculum, children should progressively develop Cross Curricular Skills. These are: 
• Using Mathematics 
• Using Communication 
• Using Information and Communication Technology [ICT] 

THINKING SKILLS AND PERSONAL CAPABILITIES 
Within the curriculum, we place an explicit emphasis on the development of pupils’ skills and capabilities for lifelong learning and for operating effectively in an ever-changing society. These skills include: 
• Thinking, Problem Solving and Decision Making 
• Self-Management
 • Working with Others
 • Managing Information 
• Being Creative 



ASSESSMENT 
Monitoring of pupils’ progress takes place on a continuous basis and is used to inform teachers’ planning. Teachers endeavour to ensure that assessment ‘of’ learning and ‘for’ learning remain paramount in daily classroom teaching through a variety of class tests, pupil self-evaluation, observations, standardised tests, and end of Key Stage assessments.  Pupils from Year 3 to Year 7 complete standardised tests in May. Children’s ability and progression will be reported to parents in October at the Parent/Teacher meetings and in June with a written annual report. We encourage parents to contact us at any time if they have a concern about their child’s educational progress or any other concern regarding their social or emotional well-being. 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Care is always taken to match the curricular provision of all children to their stage of development and to take account of any difficulties or special talents, which they show. This is normally provided by the class teacher. Special Needs provision is overseen by the school Learning Support Co-ordinator Mrs Rooney. It is the policy of the school to identify those children with additional difficulties at as early a stage as possible, to inform parents of the concern and to address their needs, as best we can within the resources available. Additional support is available through individual or small group situations, with programmes tailored to best suit the child’s needs. This may be provided by school staff, EA support services or outside agencies. Where pupils are receiving additional support, parents will be made aware of the provision and asked to contribute to the programmes through assisting with homework, working on behavioural strategies, attending specialist appointments etc. A register of pupils with Special Educational Needs is maintained by the Learning Support Co-ordinator
QUERIES/COMPLAINTS REGARDING THE CURRICULUM 
If a parent wishes to discuss or is unsatisfied about the content of the curriculum, he/she should in the first instance speak to the class teacher. If the parent feels that the concern has not been resolved, they should then make arrangements to speak to the principal. If the concern remains unresolved the parent can write to the Chairman of the Board of Governors outlining their concerns.







HOMEWORK

The purpose of homework at St. Macartan’s Primary School is to provide opportunities for parents to be involved in their child’s learning. It enables children to practise and consolidate skills and aims to broaden the context of learning and provide enrichment and extension. Homework aims to enable children to take responsibility for their own learning, to become independent learners and to develop perseverance.


TYPES OF HOMEWORK AND THE TIME TO BE SPENT ON HOMEWORK

	Class
	Time spent
	Days
	Areas covered

	P1
	Not more than 30minutes per night
	4
	Speaking and listening activities.
Reading.
Spelling and word investigations.
Book reviews.
Reading comprehension.
Independent research.
Practical maths investigations.
Collecting items linked to the theme.
Skills practice across a range of areas.
Data collection.
Educational games.  

	P2
	
	4
	

	P3
	
	4
	

	P4
	
	4
	

	P5
	Not more than 45 minutes per night
	4
	

	P6
	
	4
	

	P7
	Not more than 1 hour per night
	4
	

	*** The importance of reading cannot be overemphasised. Parents are asked to encourage children to read as widely and as often as possible. The local community libraries should be visited regularly.  



The above table is merely a guide for each class. Homework may vary to take account of Religious Education, seasonal work, or project work.  Homework should not cause undue anxiety or stress. In the event of this happening, parents/guardians should contact the school. 









EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Extra-curricular activities add a valuable dimension to children’s educational and social experience. Staff are very generous with their time in facilitating after school clubs. We currently offer:
Art & Craft Club 
P.1 Stay and Play Club
Many other competitions entered at teacher’s discretion, creative writing, handwriting, and sporting.
Participation in Fermanagh Shared Education
N.I. Cycling Proficiency
Swimmming
Bush Craft club
ICT club







• ICT club 
• Cookery club 
• Sports club 









Feis Fhermanach/Feis Lios na Sceithe
Credit Union Quiz/Art
Hurling and Gaelic football coaching
School education and recreational trips 
After school Literacy & Numeracy homework club 
Choir
RELAX Kids







• ICT club 
• Cookery club 
• Sports club 
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WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP

Links with Parents 

The experience which we are striving to embed in St. Macartan’s is a process of co-operative teamwork which welcomes and encourages the involvement of parents and the wider community. We believe that parents are co-educators of their children in parallel with the teachers. Opportunities to develop these links with parents include: 
Parent/Teacher meetings 
Pupil reports 
School functions-assemblies, concerts, sports day, school Mass, carol service
Utilise parental expertise.
A monthly newsletter
Involvement in sacramental preparation 
Parental Involvement Programmes/Workshops, Reading/Numeracy/Induction days 
School website 
Home/school link diaries 
Parents acting as Governors.
Taster days 
Texts
Informal communication

LINKS WITH THE WIDER COMMUNITY

Opportunities to develop these links with the wider community include-
Shared Education Programme with Aghadrumsee Controlled Primary School and St. Tierney’s Primary School
‘Experience Days’ with local pre-school and post primary establishments.
Charity involvement
Credit Union
Sports Coaches-Ulster Council
Fermanagh Lakeland Forum
Aghadrumsee GFA
Competitions
Liaise with Parish Priest and schools in Clones Parish
Clones Community Forum
Extended Schools Programme
Magheraveely Men’s Shed
Fermanagh and Omagh District Council projects
Killyfoyle Association

PASTORAL CARE AND CHILD PROTECTION

The Child Protection programme at St. Macartan’s Primary School seeks to support the child’s development in ways which foster security, confidence, and independence. It forms an intrinsic part of our overall Pastoral Care programme and is infused throughout the curriculum, central to the well-being of each child. 

Every child has the right to: 

• Protection from physical, emotional, or sexual abuse and from neglect. 
• Be educated in a safe and secure environment where their moral, intellectual, personal, and social development is promoted. 
• Their parents and carers being informed and reassured that their children are being educated in a safe, caring, and respectful atmosphere. 

In the event of a parent having concerns about a Pastoral Care or Child Protection issue the following teachers should be contacted:

Mrs Melissa Williams (Designated Teacher for Child Protection)


Mrs Caroline Rooney (Principal/Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection)




















At St. Macartan’s Primary School we aim to work closely with parents/guardians in supporting all aspects of the child’s development and well-being. Any concerns a parent may have will be taken seriously and dealt with in a professional manner.

IF A PARENT HAS A CONCERN:

I have a concern about my/a child’s safety.





I can talk to the class teacher.






If I am still concerned, I can talk to the designated teacher for child protection (Mrs Williams) or the deputy designated teacher (Mrs Rooney).





If I am still concerned, I can talk/write to the Chair of the Board of Governors (Mr Brian McManus).



If I am still concerned, I can contact the N.I. Public Services Ombudsman Tel: 0800 343 424
Te







At any time, I can talk to a social worker at the
Western Trust Gateway Team
Tel: 028 71314 090 or

PSNI at the Central Referral Unit.
Tel: 999 (Emergency) or 101(Non-Urgent)
SCHOOL DISCIPLINE

The focus in St. Macartan’s Primary School is the development of a positive caring climate, which is based on mutual respect for all people and for the environment in which we live. There is a quiet yet firm insistence on high standards of behaviour at all times and draws strength from a collective responsibility, consistent practice, and constant vigilance. Merit and reward systems operate at class and whole school level to encourage positive behaviour. When unacceptable behaviour occurs, the necessary sanctions will be employed as detailed in the school’s Discipline Policy. School and class rules are applied with flexibility, bearing in mind the pupil’s development and the need to be fair. If poor behaviour is continuing or is detrimental to the child’s or class development in the long term, the principal will seek the co-operation of the parent in monitoring it and in implementing the on-going programme designed to modify or eliminate the undesirable behaviour. When professional help is required, we will, in consultation with the parents, seek the guidance of the Educational Psychologist or other relevant agencies.


ANTI - BULLYING 

The school takes very seriously any concerns in relation to bullying of pupils at the school. All reported incidents are dealt with by the principal and in dealing with the incident we hope to ensure that the needs of all individuals involved are addressed. The school has a range of strategies, which we employ to ensure that the welfare of our pupils is promoted. While in the main we attempt to deal with incidents through meeting with and discussing issues with the pupils we also make use of discipline sanctions as appropriate. We would encourage all parents to discuss any concerns with their child and to report these to the class teacher or the principal.


DRUGS EDUCATION
 
We at St. Macartan’s Primary School are committed to improved health and safety for all our pupils and we actively promote within the children a healthy lifestyle approach. We believe that the school has a vital preventative role to play in combating the misuse of drugs by young people and we therefore include aspects of this within our curriculum which address unhealthy choices around smoking, alcohol, and drugs (both illicit and prescribed). We hope that our pupils will be empowered to make appropriate informed and responsible decisions both now and as they enter the challenging teenage years. We also recognize that misuse is a whole community issue, and we therefore work closely with a range of other agencies to meet the needs of our pupils.


ATTENDANCE

All children must attend for 190 days per year, which the law requires, unless they are ill. If for any reason your child is absent you should send a note or telephone explaining the absence for our records. We would strongly discourage parents/guardian from booking family holidays during term-time. If your child must leave school during school hours or has different arrangements for travel at home time, a note or telephone message is required.


FOOD AVAILABLE IN SCHOOL

School dinners adhere to nutritional standards and are available from the canteen at a cost of £2.60 per day. A dinner menu is sent out at the beginning of the year and is available on the school website. All children have the option of taking milk with their dinner. Please keep packed lunches healthy and with minimal packaging. 
P1 and P2 pupils prepare their own daily snack at a charge of £12 per month. We recommend healthy snacks to be eaten during break and lunch by all pupils. 
All monies should be placed in an envelope, with the child’s name clearly marked on it.
If you are entitled to free school meals, please ensure you complete the appropriate form which can be obtained from the EA School Meals Department, Omagh (028 82 411411).

CHARGING AND REMISSIONS POLICY

Education in St. Macartan’s Primary School is provided free of charge for all children. On occasion the school may invite voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school or in support of activities organised by the school. No child will be disadvantaged in any way if parents choose not to contribute. The school may make a charge for any damage to schoolbooks and equipment, or to the school structure.
[image: ]






POLICIES

All policies are available on request from the school office, or a selection of policies are available online on the school website.

We would draw your attention in particular to the Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy.



FURTHER INFORMATION
The Board of governors welcome your interest in St. Macartan’s Primary School’s prospectus. As prospective parents/guardians, you are welcome to come and view the school and meet with the principal, Mrs Caroline Rooney, to discuss any questions you may have about your child’s education. 
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OUR SCHOOL PRAYER



Saint Macartan, Patron of our school,
We pray to you for strength and love throughout our day.
Help us to be kind to each other in our work and play.
Keep our friends, our families, our teachers and all who care for us in school safe.
In times of difficulty hold us in your strong arms and guide us towards the light of Christ.
Amen.
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