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DECEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL CLOSURES
Christmas Holidays - School will close on Friday 19th December at 12 noon and will re-open on Monday 5th January 2026. 

ST. MACARTAN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL – OPEN DAY & ENROLMENT
We are delighted to invite parents/guardians and children who are due to start Primary School in September 2026 to our Open Day on Wednesday, 10th December 2025, from 9:30am to 10:30am. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet our dedicated staff, explore our modern and spacious learning environment, and discover how we nurture and support every child’s individual needs. We look forward to welcoming you and your child to St. Macartan’s P.S. and sharing what makes our school a special place to learn and grow. 
Details for next year’s Primary One enrolment will be available on the Education Authority Website on 10th December 2025: www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions 
Key dates: Applications are to be completed online via the admissions portal, which goes live on Wednesday 7th January at 12 noon and closes on Wednesday 21st January at 12 noon. Any admissions request after this will be considered late and must be a paper application.
Please feel free to contact Mrs Rooney by phone (028 6775 1100) or email info@stmacartans.enniskillen.ni.sch.uk before the closing date if you have any queries.

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

Congratulations to the Parish Committee on the outstanding success of the Christmas Tree Festival at the weekend. It was a uniquely beautiful and uplifting event. Our pupils and staff thoroughly enjoyed designing and creating a Christmas tree with the theme “Happy Birthday, Baby Jesus,” reminding us of the true meaning of Christmas. A sincere thank you to everyone involved for your hard work and dedication in making the festival such an inclusive and memorable celebration for our entire community. 


SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2025-2028
Our School Development Plan (SDP) has now been finalised and formally ratified by the Board of Governors. A sincere thank you to all stakeholders for their valuable contributions in shaping this important document. Your input has been instrumental in setting clear priorities for the future of our school. Our three-year strategic overview will be distributed to families in the coming days. If you would like to read the full version of the SDP, copies are available in the school foyer.

P4 – P7 TRIP TO THE OPERA HOUSE, BELFAST

On Wednesday, 3rd December, our P4–P7 pupils will be travelling to the Opera House in Belfast to enjoy The Adventures of Pinocchio. The bus will depart from school at 9:15am and return at approximately 5:30pm. Children should wear full school uniform, bring a warm coat, and pack a substantial lunch along with a small treat for the show. We hope all our pupils have a fantastic time and enjoy this truly magical experience!

THE DAILY MILE SANTA RUN 2025
All pupils will be taking part in the Daily Mile Santa Run 2025 on Friday 5th December. This is an opportunity for us to celebrate the festive season and highlight the physical and mental health benefits that daily physical activity brings. Pupils are to wear their normal PE gear. To make the run extra merry, Christmas jumpers/accessories may be worn.

CHRISTMAS DINNER

Our school Christmas dinner will be served on Tuesday, 9th December at a cost of £2.60. Please notify the school secretary if your child/children will be having dinner. To add to the festive spirit, pupils are welcome to wear Christmas jumpers or accessories on the day.
P6 & P7 TRIP TO ST KEVIN’S COLLEGE
Our P6 and P7 pupils have been invited to St Kevin’s College on Thursday,11th December to enjoy their performance of Matilda. Children will leave the school at 10:15am (change of time) and return at approximately 1:30pm. Pupils should bring a packed lunch. There is a charge of £5, which covers the entry fee and contributes towards the cost of transport.

MAGHERAVEELY SANTA EXPERIENCE 
All pupils (P1-P7) have been asked to sing at the Magheraveely Santa Experience on Saturday, 13th December, alongside pupils from Aghadrumsee CPS. Families who are available are asked to meet at 5:15pm at the Sunshine Cabin on Main Street, Magheraveely. Following their performance, children will have the opportunity to visit Santa and his helpers in his magnificent grotto. School uniform is not required. Christmas jumpers/accessories to be worn.

OUTDOOR PLAY DEVELOPMENT
We are continuing to enhance our outdoor play provision and would appreciate your support. If you have any large pots or pans that you no longer need, we would be delighted to repurpose them for our music shed and mud kitchens. Your contributions will help create exciting and creative play opportunities for our pupils.
GROW IN LOVE
The next Grow in Love Mass for our Primary Four pupils takes place on Sunday 21st December. 
A SPECIAL VISITOR
Santa will be joining us at St. Macartan’s P.S. on Monday 15th December. He will spend time in each classroom admiring the beautiful Christmas art and craft projects the children have created and listening to their festive plans. Afterwards, everyone will gather in the Assembly Hall to perform Christmas songs for Santa. Each child will get an opportunity to share their Christmas wish with Santa and receive a little gift. Christmas jumpers/accessories may be worn to school. 

CHRISTMAS BAUBLE/DECORATION TRADITION
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the creation of our beautifully decorated Christmas trees. In keeping with tradition, we would like to invite each P1 pupil to contribute one bauble/decoration for the tree which will be kept in school and placed on the tree every year afterwards. A sincere thank you to those who decorated our front entrance and foyer in preparation for this magical season. Your efforts and support are greatly appreciated. 

WHOLE SCHOOL CHRISTMAS ASSEMBLY
On Thursday, 18th December, we will gather for a special whole school assembly to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. This will be a time to pause and consider the importance of kindness, togetherness, and gratitude during the festive season. Our focus will be on the message that being present for friends and family is far more valuable than giving or receiving presents. Through reflection, music, and shared thoughts, we hope to inspire our pupils to embrace the spirit of Christmas in its truest sense—celebrating love, friendship, and community.
ST. MACARTAN’S SCHOOL COUNCIL
This Christmas, our School Council has chosen to support ‘The Pantry’ at The Cornerstone, Lisnaskea. This is a local food bank that provides food and other living essentials to families in need within our community. They are calling on the generosity of parents and families to help make a difference. In partnership with Lowry Building & Civil Engineering, large collection crates will be placed in the Assembly Hall from Thursday, 4th December to Thursday, 11th December. You are welcome to drop off donations before or after school during this period. Items such as non-perishable food, cleaning products, and toiletries are greatly appreciated. Lowry staff will also be contributing generously, and once the collection is complete, our School Council members, alongside Mrs Rooney and representatives from Lowry’s, will deliver the hampers to The Cornerstone. Lowry’s has kindly offered to transport the crates, ensuring all donations reach those who need them most. This initiative is a true example of community spirit and teamwork, reminding us of the real meaning of Christmas - sharing kindness and supporting others. Thank you in advance for your generosity and for helping us bring hope and joy to families this festive season.
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On behalf of Staff, I would like to extend our warmest Christmas greetings to you and your loved ones. May this festive season bring happiness, peace, and cherished moments with family and friends. We are truly grateful for your continued support and partnership in nurturing our pupils’ growth throughout the year.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year filled with health, happiness and many blessings.

Warm regards,
Mrs Rooney
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