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‘Learning is Fun… Together as One’ 

 

Dear Parent/s                    

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all back to St Peter’s 
Primary School.  I hope that everyone has had a pleasant and restful Summer 
and that 2025-2026 will be a great year for all of our families. 

Should you have any queries or concerns please do not hesitate to make an 
appointment with your child’s class teacher or myself.  

 

        NEW SCHOOL BUILD UPDATE                       

I am both excited and delighted to share that the Minister for 
Education has confirmed that our new school build is at Pre-
Tender Stage with an anticipated start date of May 2026.  

This is very positive news for the Collegeland community and 
although we are conscious that this date may be impacted by 
a variety of factors, we have been assured that the work will 
commence soon.  

 

Primary One Induction: Parents are reminded that Primary One children will 
go home each day at 11:30am until Friday 12th September. 

From Monday 15th September Primary One pupils will remain in school until 
2pm. 



WELCOME PRIMARY ONE 

Huge congratulations to our super Primary One Pupils who have settled so well 
into life in St Peter’s already. 

We warmly welcome these lovely boys and girls and their families and pray that 
they will have seven very happy and successful years in our school.  

 
NEWS JUST IN 

As a staff we were absolutely over the moon to hear that two of our 
lovely past pupils, Maeve Hayes and Alicia McGeary have just been 
appointed as Head Girl and Deputy Head Girl of St Catherine’s College 
Armagh. During their time at St Peter’s these two girls reflected our 
Core Values of Faith, Love, Effort & Excellence, Respect, Kindness and 
Honesty. 

We sincerely congratulate Maeve and Alicia and wish them every 
success and happiness in these privileged roles and in their studies also. 

 



 

Free School Meals: We encourage everyone who is eligible for Free School 
Meals to avail of this via the EA Tel: 02837512200. The school receives 
additional funding based on percentage of children entitled to Free School 
Meals.  

 

MEET AND GREET EVENING: Each teacher will host a Meet and Session for  

all their parents on Tuesday 16th September. We ask parents to please attend 
so that you can best support your child with all aspects of their education.  

6.30pm for parents of children in Miss Gorman’s Class (P1) 

6.45pm for parents of children in  Mrs McKenna / Mrs Devlin’s Class (P2) 

7.00pm for parents of children in Mrs Bradshaw’s Class (P3) 

7:30pm for Mrs Vallely / Mrs Devlin’s Class (P4/5) 

7:45pm for Mrs Murtagh’s Class (P5/6) 

8:00pm for Mr Martin’s Class (P6/7) 

 

Safer Schools App:  We will be re-launching the Safer Schools App 
during the Meet and Greet Evening.  This App contains 
important information in relation to all aspects of Safeguarding and 
offers excellent advice and guidance to both teachers and parents. 

Parents are asked to download the Safer Schools NI App from the App Store.  .  
Please have a browse at the material within the App prior to the launch.   

Meetings with Teachers:  Please note that if you wish to speak to a class 
teacher you must make an appointment via the school secretary.  Morning 
messages for class teachers should be via telephone to the school office to Mrs 
Campbell, school secretary, Mrs Farrell or Mrs Bradshaw. 

Pupil progress, Safeguarding issues or any area of concern should only be 
discussed with your child’s class teacher or a member of the school’ 

Safeguarding Team.  Please do not discuss such issues with other staff 
members. 



Flu Vaccine:  The flu vaccine will be administered in our school on Friday 10th 
October 2025.  It will be offered to all pupils. Permission letters have been sent 
home and should be returned to school by Friday 5th September for collection by 
the school nurse. 

School Photographer 

12th September: P1 will have their class photo taken for the Tyrone Courier.   

9th October: School Photographer – all pupils will have an opportunity to have 
their photo taken; more details later 

 

SAFEGUARDING 

Safeguarding Policies 

Our main Safeguarding Policies have been updated and can be found on our 
school website  under “Safeguarding”. 

Safeguarding Team  

Principal   Mrs Farrell 
Designated Teacher for Child Protection  Mrs Bradshaw 
Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection  Mrs Vallely 

 *Chairperson of our Board of Governors is Mr Pat Brannigan 

 *Governor responsible for Safeguarding is Mr Thomas O’Hanlon 

 

PREVENTATIVE CURRICULUM 

Each month we shall be delivering a new Preventative Curriculum message 
through our Assemblies, PDMU and Personal Safety Programme. The message 
for September is “Who Can I Tell ….Who Can Help Me?”  

NSPCC ASSEMBLIES 

All of our pupils P1-P7 will be participating in the NSPCC On-line Assemblies. 

Parents will be sent the link to view the content of the assembly before this 
date. 

You will also have the opportunity to withdraw your child from the evaluation 
workshop. 



ROAD SAFETY REMINDER – Health and Safety of Children:   

 
Please exercise extreme caution when taking children to and from school. 

Younger children should be held by an adult’s hand until they are through the 
school gate / in the car. 

 

• Due to the risk of reversing cars, parents and pupils are not permitted to   
walk through the staff car park. All pedestrian access is through the 
pedestrian gate. 

• No cars should be driven into the school grounds at any time. 
• Cars must be parked along the roadside; Please turn on hazard lights 

when parking. In the mornings children from P1-P3 should be 
accompanied into the playground, past the adult on duty. 

• Parents are asked not to permit their children to stand at the school gate 
until it is opened at 8:45am by a member of staff – children should 
remain in cars until this time.  

• Due to Safeguarding regulations parents are not permitted to enter 
classrooms in the mornings / at home-time without permission; if you need 
to speak to a member of staff please ask at the school office or speak to 
the member of staff on supervision duty in the playground. 

• Early Release / Late Log – All parents/designated adults must complete 
the Late Book if child arrives late to school / Early Release Log if 
collecting children earlier than the normal home time. 
 

Please ensure whoever is collecting your child is aware of the above 
guidelines e.g. Grandparents, Child minders etc  

 

 

Concussion Guidance: See Appendix 1 

 

 

 

 



ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY 

Please ensure that, where possible, all medical and dental appointments are 
arranged for after school hours. Please inform school of any planned absences. 

Our attendance, in general is excellent. Last year our overall whole school 
attendance figure was 96.4%.  

For Safeguarding purposes children who are “off site” due to extra curricular 
endeavours outside of school, will be recorded as such, ie attendance at 
swimming galas, feis, festivals etc.  

School gates need to be closed at 9:05am. Please ensure your child arrives 
before 9am to allow for this. Any child arriving after 9am must be accompanied 
to the front door and signed in by Mrs Campbell / Mrs Farrell.  

Unless previously authorised eg due to exceptional circumstances late arrivals 
will be recorded with attendance.  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Any photographs or recordings taken by parents when attending school    
events are strictly for home use and must not be published on social media etc  
 

 NO NUTS POLICY 

• Due to pupils with severe allergies we have a strict NO NUTS / nut 
products policy. Please ensure any birthday cakes sent into school are nut 
free / have no traces of nut. 

• Please also check all wrappers of lunch items and check that all spreads / 
toppings are nut free. 
 

BOOST BETTER BREAKS POLICY:  

I would also like to remind you of our Boost Better Breaks Policy.  Children are 
only permitted to eat fruit/small sandwich and drink milk/water at break time.  

There should be no yoghurts, bars etc. for breaktime. 

 



CHOKING HAZARD -  PROVISION OF SLICED FRUIT OR VEGETABLES  

Following concerns raised regarding the potential risk of young children choking 
on grapes, the Public Health Agency has issued guidance to all primary and 
nursery schools in relation to the provision of grapes and other small fruits and 
vegetables to children up to the age of five years.   

In order to prevent a risk of choking, we recommend that all fruits offered to 
P1- P3 children should be sliced or chopped. Examples include apples, bananas, 
pears, grapes, cherry tomatoes and other seasonal fruits.  This advice also 
applies to vegetables.  

Parents are asked to please follow this advice. 

 

SAFE ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINE: 

If your child requires any form of medication, including inhalers, throughout the 
school day. you must have completed and returned the “Safe administration of 
Medicine” form.  

We also recommend that children who need inhalers, as well as having one kept 
in the school medical cupboard, should also have one in their school bag or coat 
pocket.  This will give them access to an inhaler on their journey to and from 
school. 

Long term medication will only be administered when the Medical Care Plan is 
signed by a parent and prescribed by the Child’s GP.  This will also apply to 
children using inhalers.  

  

OPERATION ENCOMPASS 

We are an “Operation Encompass” school.  This means that if the police are 
called to a home whilst one of our pupils are present the police have an 
obligation to notify our Safeguarding Team first thing the following morning. 

This information will be confidentially received and members of staff informed 
on a “need to know” basis so that the child/ children involved can be supported 
in school. 

 



JEWELLRY / UNIFORM 

Please note that jewellery, other than a watch, is not allowed for any child.  
Please ensure all jewellery is removed before coming to school – including 
earrings.  All uniform, should be clearly marked with your child’s name.  It is 
extremely difficult to find a missing uniform if it is not clearly marked.   

Children must wear plain black shoes each day. 

White polo shirts and trainers must be worn on Wednesdays for PE. 

 

HOUSE-KEEPING 

 

ParentPay 

As you are aware we are working towards becoming a cashless school. If you 
have not already done so please consider signing up to ParentPay. This is our 
preferred method of payment not only for dinner monies but also for Snack, 
School Trips, Breakfast & After School Clubs as well as swimming / music 
tuition etc. Currently over 95% of our transactions are with ParentPay which is 
excellent. 

If you are experiencing any difficulties signing up or using this system, please 
contact Mrs Campbell in the school office. 

Cash is preferred for charitable donations eg Mary’s Meals Cup / Air Ambulance 
Fundraiser, Bun Sales etc 

 

Dinner Money   

The cost of a school dinner is £2.60 per day.  Where possible this should be 
paid via Parent Pay. 

 



Buddy System 
As you are aware we operate a Buddy System with our Primary 7 and Primary 
1 pupils. This is a programme that allows for friendship and support, as well as 
our core values of kindness, respect, love and honesty to be developed.   
Therefore, in order to ensure that the focus of the system remains paramount, 
children are not permitted to buy presents for their buddies except at Christmas 
/ end of year, if parents so wish. 
 

PUPIL LEADERSHIP: 
Over the next two weeks our P7 Pupils will be assigned Leadership Roles and 
will be given badges to wear as part of their uniform.  

These roles will develop our childrens’ leadership skills and we hope that these 
experiences will allow them to reflect upon, instil and develop our Core Values 
of Respect, Effort & Excellence, Kindness, Faith, Love and Honesty.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE & COMMUNICATION 

The school email address for general correspondence is: 
info@stpeters.collegelands.ni.sch.uk 

School secretary, Mrs Campbell’s email is:  

dcampbell448@c2kni.net 

Please ensure that you have provided Mrs Campbell with your current email 
address; we are endeavouring to increase the use of email for general 
correspondence. 

 

.TEACHER EMAIL 

Mrs Farrell          bfarrell541@c2kni.net 
Miss Gorman mgorman918@c2kni.net 
Mrs McKenna smckenna988@c2kni.net 
Mrs Bradshaw cbradshaw612@c2kni.net 
Mrs Vallely lvallely747@c2kni.net 
Mrs Devlin rdevlin480@c2kni.net 
Mrs Murtagh jmurtagh119@c2kni.net 
Mr Martin dmartin40@c2kni.net 7 

mailto:info@stpeters.collegelands.ni.sch.uk


GOOGLE FORMS 

Please note that you will be asked to complete google forms for various 
purposes including Class Trip Permissions and After School Club Registration.  A 
link will be sent via text or email 

 

HOME LEARNING 

It is important that all homework assigned by your child’s class teacher is 
completed and handed in on time. The completion of reading and learning of 
spellings and tables is extremely important and we ask that parents give specific 
support in ensuring that this is also completed.  

We have invested considerably in the provision of online learning platforms ie 
Accelerated Reading and Mathletics as well as more recently Reading Eggs and 
Mathsseeds for the younger children. We hope that these platforms will  
compliment and enhance all styles of learning.  

We ask all parents to support their children in reaching their targets. Children 
who do not remain on target throughout the block will attend ‘Reading Club’ 
during morning break to assist them in meeting their targets.  

 

PUPIL WELL-BEING 

Walk & Talk 

Each morning, on arrival our pupils “Walk & Talk” in the Playground. This is a 
valuable opportunity for our pupils to take time to connect with nature, to 
strengthen relationships with their peers and a chance to bond with staff also. 

High 5 Fridays 

Our First High 5 Friday will take place on Friday12th September and will be an 
opportunity for our pupils to wear red in support of Clodagh’s (P6) Dad, Dr 
Ciaran McKenna who is participating in the Air Ambulance Northern Ireland 
Sky-Dive. Pupils are asked to bring £1 to support this very worthwhile cause. 

 

 



GAA FRIDAYS 

Children in P4-P7 will participate in GAA Friday and/or Games Friday each 
Friday afternoon led by Mr Martin and Mrs Devlin. The focus will be on 
developing the characteristics of creativity, empathy, teamwork and leadership. 
Please note that children who fail to complete homework or classwork will be 
expected to have this completed in class before attending the GAA / Games 
club. 

SHARED EDUCATION  

We are delighted to have secured funding from Peace Plus for two separate 
Shared Education Initiatives. The first programme “Spaces to Be” involves all 
our P6/7 pupils in partnership with Hamiltonsbawn Primary School and focuses 
on the Benefits of Play for pupil well-being. 

Our second programme is with Clintyclay PS and Hamiltonsbawn PS. Details of 
this programme are not yet confirmed. 
 

CLASS ASSEMBLIES 

Each class will take turns to perform a monthly class assembly. Parents and 
Grandparents are warmly invited in to their child’s Class Assembly; 
refreshements will be served after. Advance notification of exact dates of class 
assemblies will be given when these are confirmed. 

Please see table below: 

October “Friendships”  P3 
November “November Remember” Mass – Whole School  
December P1 NATIVITY 
January Catholic Schools Week – Grandparents Day Mass 
February P2 Assembly – “St Brigid” 
March P4/5 Assembly – “St Patrick 
April 2nd April 2025 @ 10am P7 Stations of The Cross 
May  P5/6 Assembly “May is the Month of Mary” 
June P7 LEAVERS ASSEMBLY  

 

 

 



PE PROVISION 

We are very grateful to both Collegeland O’Rahilly’s GAC and St Colmcille’s 
Grange GFC for all their financial support in recent years in funding our PE 
provision from P1-P7.  

Mr Karol McQuade will continue to provide PE lessons each Wednesday in 
school, covering the core areas of the Northern Ireland Physical Education 
Curriculum. In addition to this provision Mr McQuade will be offering Gaelic & 
Fundamentals After School provision for pupils P2-P7. 

Please see school website www.stpeterscollegeland.com for details and booking. 

We look forward to continuing our partnership this year with KMQ Coaching, 
Collegeland O’Rahilly’s GAC and St Colmcille’s Grange and thank them sincerely 
for their ongoing support 

PANTOMIME 

Our whole school will attend the Beauty and the Beast Pantomime in the 
Market Place Theatre, Armagh on Monday 1st December – more details later 

HOLIDAYS 2025-2026 

A holiday list for the school year is attached – in the event of any changes 
parents will be notified ASAP. See Appendix2  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact myself or your child’s class teacher, if you have 
any queries or need further clarification. It is very important that we are made 
aware of any issues or concerns so that these can be addressed at the earliest 
possible opportunity. 

I look forward to a successful and exciting new school year and I thank you all 
for your continued and valued support. 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 

B Farrell 

Principal 

http://www.stpeterscollegeland.com/


Appendix 1:  CONCUSSION AWARENESS – WHO NEEDS TO KNOW? 

 
The Department of Education has requested that all schools write to 
parents/guardians to highlight the need for you to keep all organisations informed if 
your child receives a concussion injury. 
 
Concussion is a brain injury which is usually caused by hitting the head or a fall. It 
can happen at any time, anywhere: for example during sports, in the school 
playground, or at home. 
 
Concussion must always be taken seriously and it is vitally important that any 
child/young person suspected of having concussion should immediately be stopped 
from continuing whatever activity they are doing and be assessed by a medical 
professional for diagnosis and guidance. 
 
A second injury when a child has concussion can be extremely serious and may even 
be fatal. It is vitally important therefore that medical clearance is sought before your 
child returns to school/play. Children should not resume physical activities such as 
Physical Education (PE), sports or games until permitted to do so by a medical 
professional. 
 
Concussion may also affect your child‘s ability to learn at school. This must be 
considered and medical clearance should be sought before the child returns to school. 
As symptoms vary from child to child, a graduated return to school programme may 
be needed. 
 
If your child suffers a concussion in school or outside school, it is vitally important 
that you keep all people/organisations with responsibility for caring for your child 
informed so that they are aware of the potential dangers and any restrictions that 
may apply to the activities your child is permitted to do. 
 
The ‘Recognise and Remove’ leaflet produced by the Department of Education and 
the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure is available on the Department of 
Education’s website http://www.education-ni.gov.uk and provides guidance on the 
signs to look out for. 
 
Keeping everyone informed about concussion is in your child’s best interests and 
parents/guardians have a key role in making sure that information is passed on to 
their child’s teacher, sports coach, youth leader or other care provider. 
 

 



Appendix 2:  

 

Holiday List 2025-26       School Closed for Pupils 

Staff Development Day Friday 3rd October  
Halloween Break Monday 27th October – Friday 31st October 
Christmas Holidays Friday 19th December – Early Closure @ 11am 
 Monday 5th January – Staff Development Day 
 Tuesday 6th January  School re-opens for pupils 
Mid-Term Break Thursday 12th & Friday 13th February 
St Patrick’s Day Monday 16th, Tuesday 17th & Wednesday 18th 

March 
Easter Holidays Thursday 2nd April – Early Closure @ 11am 

(P7 Stations of The Cross @ 10am – all welcome) 
School Closed Friday 3rd April – Friday 10th April 
Re-opens for pupils Monday 13th April 

1st May Bank Holiday  Monday 4th May – Friday 8th May 
2nd May Bank Holiday Monday 25th May 
P7 Leavers Day  Thursday 18th June – only P7 Pupils in school 
Summer Holidays Tuesday 30th June @ 11am 
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