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The Month of The Rosary

"Learning is Fun ...
Together as One.”
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Learning iy Fune.. Together asy One’
Dear Parent/s

I would like to congratulate all of our children for settling so well back into school life and
routines. I would like to especially mention our wonderful Primary One Class and their
parents for such a smooth start in their Primary School journey. I would also like to send
our very best wishes to all the Year 8's — especially our former P7 Class, Leavers 2025

As you are aware, we are placing a huge emphasis on re-defining our Core Values and
what they mean to us, as a school community. We take great pride in mentioning these
daily, acknowledging the childrens’ commitment to each value and it's deeper meaning.

This term we are focusing on one Core Value per week Faith - Honesty — Kindness — Love —

Effort and Excellence and Respect; through our assemblies, secret challenge awards and
social media we hope to really teach, instil and live out these values.

Our Curriculum improvement this year has three main priorities:

e SEN - Identifying pupils who need support in any area of their development and
providing effective interventions.

e Literacy — Enhancing creative and independent writing through the use of digital
packages.

e Numeracy — Enhancing the Teaching & Learning of Numeracy through Outdoor
Learning experiences.

Communication

e The school email address for general correspondence is:
info@stpeters.collegelands.ni.sch.uk

e School secretary, Mrs Campbell’s email is:
o dcampbell448@c2kni.net
e Please ensure that you have provided Mrs Campbell with your current email address;

we are endeavouring to increase the use of email for general correspondence.
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PARENT PAY

As you are aware we are working towards becoming a cashless school. If you have not
already done so, please consider signing up to ParentPay. This is our preferred method of
payment not only for dinner monies but also for Snack, School Trips, Breakfast & After
School Clubs as well as swimming / music tuition etc. Currently over 95% of our
transactions are with ParentPay which is excellent. The cost of a school dinner is £2.60 per
day. Please ensure you select SPECIFIC days for dinners / clubs etc

If you are experiencing any difficulties signing up or using this system, please contact Mrs
Campbell in the school office.

Cash is preferred for charitable donations eq Mary’s Meals Cup [ Air Ambulance Fundraiser,
Bun Sales etc

TEACHER EMAIL* Please note correction to Mr Martin’s email*

Mrs Farrell bfarrell541@c2kni.net
Miss Gorman mgorman918@c2kni.net
Mrs McKenna smckenna988@c2kni.net
Mrs Bradshaw cbradshaw612@c2kni.net
Mrs Vallely lvallely747@c2kni.net
Mrs Devlin rdevlin480@c2kni.net
Mrs Murtagh jmurtagh119@c2kni.net
Mr Martin dmartin407 @c2kni.net

Safeguarding Policies

Our main Safequarding Policies can be found on our school website under
“Safeguarding”.

Please note the additional policies which have been recently added under
“Policies for Consultation” under the Safequarding section.

Please have a look at these and if you have any suggestions please contact Mrs
Farrell before Friday 17* October.
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Safeguarding Team

Principal Mrs Farrell
Designated Teacher for Child Protection Mrs Bradshaw
Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection | Mrs Vallely

*Chairperson of our Board of Governors is Mr Pat Brannigan

*Governor responsible for Safequarding is Mr Thomas O’Hanlon

PREVENTATIVE CURRICULUM

Each month we shall be delivering a new Preventative Curriculum message
through our Assemblies, PDMU and Personal Safety Programme. The message
for October is “Firework Safety”

NSPCC ASSEMBLIES

All of our pupils P1-P7 will be given the opportunity to participate in the NSPCC
On-line Assemblies over the next two weeks. These assemblies are designed to
deliver the “Speak Out, Stay Safe” message in age appropriate language.

ROAD SAFETY REMINDER - Health and Safety of Children:
Please exercise extreme caution when taking children to and from school.

RESTART A HEART LIVE CPR

On Wednesday 1st October Children from P4 -P7 took part in an attempt to
break a Guinness World Record as part of Restart A Heart Live Online event by
participating in online CPR sessions. The 20 minute interactive session was led
by paramedics and allowed our pupils to interactively take part in this life

saving lesson.
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PUPIL LEADERSHIP:
We congratulate our newly appointed Senior Leadership Teams and wish them
well in their roles as they endeavour to bring about improvement.
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NEW PUPIL PERMISSION PROFILE

Please ensure that all Pupil Permission Profiles are completed and returned to Class
Teachers as soon as possible.

Remember to notify school if contact details or medical details change.

Remember also that you may come in to school and change / update details if you so wish.
PUPIL WELL-BEING
Walk & Talk

Each morning, on arrival our pupils “Walk & Talk” in the Playground. This is a
valuable opportunity for our pupils to take time to connect with nature, to
strengthen relationships with their peers and a chance to bond with staff also.

Break-Time Arrangements

In order to ensure that we maximise our outdoor space, and to ensure that all of
our pupils have opportunity to play in a variety of zones, we have changed our
play-time arrangements. Children are now on a rota for the different play areas
available; these include the playground, the den area, the sand-pits and
construction area, the Secret Garden and the play field. We hope that our new
playframe will be added to this list of zones by the end of October!

Children are asked to keep a spare pair of wellies / old shoes in school for
changing in to. Due to reduced children in the playground at any given time we
have noticed a significant decrease in falls / accidents.

High 5 Fridays

Our October High 5 Friday will take place on Friday 24™ October and will be an
opportunity for our pupils to dress up in their Halloween costumes. We will have
a Halloween parade in the morning and a disco in the afternoon. Pupils are
asked to bring in £1 donation for school funds.

GAA Fridays

Children in P4-P7 will participate in GAA Friday and/or Games Friday each
Friday afternoon (weather permitting) led by Mr Martin and Mrs Devlin. The
focus will be on developing the characteristics of creativity, empathy, teamwork
and leadership.
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SHARED EDUCATION

We are delighted to have commenced our first Shared Education Programme,
“Spaces to Be” with our P6/7 pupils. This programme is led by PlayBoard and
focuses on the Benefits of Play focusing on emotions, teamwork and connection.

Later in the year we will connect with Hamiltonsbawn Primary School.

Our second programme is with Clintyclay PS and Hamiltonsbawn PS and will
have two key elements : Foundation Stage: Outdoor Learning

Key Stage One: Numeracy Outdoors

We look forward to all the benefits of these three projects, and in particular the
development of the specific skills of sharing, connecting and tolerance.

SPACES TO BE P6 |/ P7 SHARED EDUCATION

CLASS ASSEMBLIES

This year each class will take turns to perform a monthly class assembly.
Parents and Grandparents are warmly invited in to attend their child’s Class
Assembly; refreshments will be served after. Advance notification of exact dates
of class assemblies will be given when these are confirmed.

Please see table for dates:
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ASSEMBLY DATES

October “Friendships” P3 Tuesday 14™ October @ 10am

November “November Remember” Mass — Whole School

December P1 NATIVITY — Tuesday 9t December @
10:30am

January Catholic Schools Week — Grandparents Day Mass

February P2 Assembly — “St Brigid”

March P4/5 Assembly — “St Patrick

April 2" April 2025 @ 10am P7 Stations of The Cross

May P5/6 Assembly “May is the Month of Mary”

June P7 LEAVERS ASSEMBLY

PE PROVISION

We are very grateful to both Collegeland O’Rahilly’s GAC and St Colmcille’s
Grange GFC for all their financial support in recent years in funding our PE
provision from P1-P7.

Mr Karol McQuade will continue to provide PE lessons each Wednesday in
school, covering the core areas of the Northern Ireland Physical Education
Curriculum.

In addition to this provision Mr McQuade will be offering Gaelic &
Fundamentals After School provision for pupils P2-P7:

Please see school website www.stpeterscollegeland.com for details and booking.

For further info / clarification please contact Mrs Campbell / Mr McQuade.

We look forward to continuing our partnership this year with KMQ Coaching, St
Colmcille’s Grange and Collegeland O’Rahilly’s GAC and thank them sincerely
for their ongoing support

PANTOMIME

Our whole school will attend the Beauty and the Beast Pantomime in the
Market Place Theatre, Armagh on Monday 1°* December — more details later
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LINKS WITH THE COMMUNITY

Our Ambassadors were delighted to attend a Coffee Morning at Our Lady’s and St
Mochua’s Primary School in Derrynoose on Friday 26™ September. Such a lovely
morning in aid of MacMillan Cancer. Our girls wore their Ambassador badges with
pride, were exemplary in their manners and received so many compliments about how
they presented themselves and how they interacted with the other visitors. Well done
girls — true Ambassadors for St Peter’s.
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Mrs Bradshaw and Mrs Lennon continue to lead our Rosary Group on Tuesday and
Wednesday mornings from 8:45-9:00 am in Mrs Bradshaw’s Classroom.

During the month of October we invite parents, Grandparents and family members to
join us for this special prayer opportunity.

Our Rosary Group were delighted to present roses to all staff on 1 October to mark
the Feast of St Therese of the Little Flower.

Throughout the year our classes will take it in turn to attend Thursday morning Mass
as a class group. We thank Fr Garrett and our Sacristans for this invitation.

FAITH  HONESTY KINDNESS LOVE  EFFORT & EXCELLENCE  RESPECT



RED DAY

We were delighted to present a cheque for £418 to Clodagh’s Dad, Dr Ciaran
McKenna, to support his Sky Dive for Air Ambulamce NI. We wish Ciaran and
his colleague, Richard, lots of luck for this endeavour and thank them for their
life saving work in our community.

We sincerely thank our pupils and parents for their donations To Red Day.
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PAIRED READING PROGRAMME

We thank our Parents and Grand-parents who have kindly volunteered for our
Paired Reading Programme which commences with our P2 children in school on
Tuesday 7™ October for 7 weeks. We look forward to welcoming these
volunteers into school and value the benefits of this fun learning opportunity.

INTERGENERATIONAL LINKS PROGRAMME

We look forward to reconnecting with Collegelands Nursing Home for our
Intergenerational Links programme. This term it will be our Primary 5 pupils
who will be involved in the Halloween Arts and Crafts Project. The finished
crafts will be displayed in The Navan Centre, Armagh on 21* October.
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AUTUMN JUMBLE SALE

Our Eco Council have organised an Autumn Jumble Sale for Thursday 9™
October in the afternoon. They ask that pupils check at home for any unwanted

Halloween costumes, toys, jigsaws, games bric-a-brac etc that they would like to
donate to school funds. All items should be in good condition and can be

brought into school from Monday 6™ October @)

Pupils from P1 — P7 will have an opportunity to attend the Jumble Sale and

hopefully pick up a costume / toy / game at a bargain price !!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

RESTART A HEART LIVE CPR

Wednesday 1% October

Staff Development Day — School
Closed

Friday 3™ October

School Photographer — note to be given
Autumn Jumble Sale

Tuesday 9™ October (am)
Tuesday 9™ October (pm)

Flu Vaccine

Wednesday 10™ October

Parent Teacher Meetings — Times to be
allocated by teachers

Tuesday 21* October in School
Assembly Hall

High 5 Friday

Friday 24™ October

Halloween Break

Monday 27" October — Friday 31*
October

Pantomime — Market Place Theatre

Monday 1 December

Christmas Holidays

Friday 19" December — Early
Closure @ 11am

Monday 5™ January — Staff
Development Day

Tuesday 6™ January School re-opens
for pupils

First Holy Communion

16" May 2026

Confirmation — Maghery Chapel

227 May 2026
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Please do not hesitate to contact myself or your child’s class teacher, if you have
any queries or need further clarification. It is very important that we are made
aware of any issues or concerns so that these can be addressed at the earliest
possible opportunity.

I look forward to a successful and exciting school year and I thank you all for
your continued and valued support.

Yours sincerely,

Riendo  tarred
B Farrell

Principal
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