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Is bunscoil chomhoideachais idirchreidmheach, rialaithe í Gaelscoil 
Neachtain.  Agus taca acu ó Bhord na nGobhornóirí, oibríonn páistí, 
tuismitheoirí agus an fhoireann le chéile anseo chun cuidiú le achan 
pháiste a chumas a bhaint amach mar dhuine muiníneach 
dhátheangach taobh istigh de thimpeallacht atá slán sábháilte.  
Moltar d’achan pháiste ag Gaelscoil Neachtain machnamh a 
dhéanamh ar a mhaitheas féin achan lá, agus, faoi seach, ar 
mhaitheas achan duine eile.    Ag Gaelscoil Neachtain, bímid ag dúil 
leis an rogha do na páistí go léir.  Ag Gaelscoil Neachtain is mór 
againn an Ghaeilge mar oidhreacht bheo, luachmhar agus déanaimid í 
a thapú chun cumas foghlamtha an pháiste a éascú agus a chothú.    
Cothaímid, fosta, tuiscint agus meas don uile chultúr, don uile 
traidisiúin agus ceiliúraímid an éagsúlacht.   Is áit léinn í Gaelscoil 
Neachtain a mhaireann faoi thionchar an Spioraid, áit a guirtear an 
éiteas Críostaí chun cinn, áit a gcothaítear an dea-chlú.     

Gaelscoil Neachtainis a co-educational, interdenominational, 
controlled, Irish-medium primary school.   Children, parents and 
staff, supported by the Board of Governors, work together to help 
each child achieve his/her potential as a confident bi-lingual in a safe 
and caring environment.  Here at Gaelscoil Neachtain, every child is 
encouraged, every day, to believe in his/her value as a person and, in 
turn, to value all others.  We have high expectations for all our 
children.  At Gaelscoil Neachtain, we appreciate the Irish language 
as a valuable, living heritage, and embrace it to facilitate and enhance 
every child’s learning potential.   We foster, also, understanding and 
respect for all cultures and traditions and celebrate diversity.  
Gaelscoil Neachtain is a place of learning led by the Spirit, a place 
where the Christian ethos is fostered, a place where good character is 
nurtured.   

Is Mise le Meas, 

Máirín Uí Cheallaigh, 
Príomhoide. 
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GAELSCOIL NEACHTAIN 
 

UIMHIR THAGARTHA ROTE: 201-6700 
 
SEOLADH: 8, Bóthar an tSéipéil,  
                   Dún Geimhin,  
                   Co. Dhoire. 
                   BT47 4RS  
 
GUTHÁN: 028 777 42529  
 
CATHAOIRLEACH BHORD  
na nGOBHARNÓIRÍ (ag feidhmiú): Emma Bn. Mhic Bhloscaidh  
 
PRÍOMHOIDE: Máirín Uí Cheallaigh 
 
STADÁS: Rialaithe 
 
CINÉAL: Gaelscoil Chomhoideachais  
 
Réimse Aoise: 4 -11  
 
Uimhir Cheadaithe Iontrála, Meán Fómhair, 2024: 16             
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GAELSCOIL NEACHTAIN 
 
DENI REFERENCE No: 201-6700  
 
ADDRESS: 8, Chapel Road,  
                   Dungiven,  
                   Co. Derry.  
                   BT47 4RS  
 
TELEPHONE: 028 777 42529 
 
CHAIRPERSON OF  
BOARD OF GOVERNORS (acting): Mrs. Emma McCloskey 
 
PRINCIPAL: Máirín Uí Cheallaigh 
 
STATUS: Controlled 
 
TYPE: Co-educational IM Primary School  
 
Age Range: 4 -11  
 
Admissions Number, September 2024: 16      
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS 2024 / 2025 (Under Reconstitution) 

 

Trustee / Foundation Representatives 

Mrs. Emma McCloskey  

An tUas. Liam Ó Flannagáin 

Mr. Brian McNicholl 

Mr. Aidan Rafferty 

 

Education Authority Representatives 

Déaglán Ó Doibhlin 

Mrs. Mary McLaughlin 

 

Parent Representatives 

Mrs. Sarah Kelly 

Mr. Séamus McLaughlin 

 

Teachers’ Representative - Róisín Mhic Thaidhg 

Secretary (non-voting) - Máirin Uí Cheallaigh  
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FOIREANN GAELSCOILE 2024 / 2025 
 

Múinteoirí / Teachers 

Naíscoil Neachtain                   Aoife Ní Fhlannagáin           

Rang 1                                      Danielle Nic Ailín 

Rang 2                                      Róisín Mhic Thaidhg                                

Rang 3                                      Caitlín Ní Earcáin 

Rang  4                                     Ellen Ní Uiginn  

Ranganna 5 / 6                         Gearóid Bhreathnach  

Rang 6 / 7                                 Fionnuala Ní Dhufaigh 

Cúntóirí Ranga  
Loretta Mhic Dhaibhéid  

Mark Mclaughlin 

Shonna Uí Cheallaigh 

Aisling Nic Giollagáin 

Carla Ní Dhochartaigh 

Liam Óg Ó Flannagáin 

Michelle Mhic Oscair 

Cian Mac Bhloscaidh 

Colette McGilligan 

Amy Ní Eireamhóin 

Saoirse Nic Íomhair 

Niamh Ní Ghilín 

 

Rúnaí na Scoile / Gaelscoil Secretary: Mrs Laoise McKeever.                       

Foireann Bialainne / Canteen Staff: Mrs. Eileen McElhinney,                       
                                                             Mrs. Valerie McCloskey.                

Airíoch / Caretaker: Mr. Anthony McReynolds  

Cleaner: Mrs. Sylvia Meenagh                                
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AIDHMEANNA GHAELSCOIL NEACHTAIN 

 

Ag Gaelscoil Neachtain, tugaimid aitheantas do riachtanais spioradálta, 
mhothúchánacha, acadúla agus fhisiciúla gach páiste.  Oibríonn gobharnóirí 
agus baill foirne le chéile chun atmaisféar agus éiteas a chruthú a thugann tús 
áite don tsábháilteacht, don fholláine agus don fhoghlaim do gach leanbh.  
Aithnímid gur céadmhúinteoirí a bpáistí iad tuismitheoirí, agus, cuirimid fáilte ó 
chroí rompu agus molaimid do thuismitheoirí a bheith páirteach i léann na 
bpáistí. Iarrann an fhoireann chun léann rathúil a chur ar fáil agus chun dul i 
ngleic leis an mhíbhuntaiste sa dóigh is go mbaineann gach páiste a chumas 
féin amach.  Oibrímid chun ardchaighdeáin leanúnacha a chinntiú tríd an  
phleanáil, an cleachtadh, an measúnú agus tríd an athmhachnamh.  Agus 
muid páirteach sa phobal áitiúil, agus níos faide uainn, iarrann Gaelscoil 
Neachtain taithí chultúrtha is oideachasúil an pháiste a shaibhriú.  Is áit í 
Gaelscoil Neachtain ina bhfuil an séimhe le mothú, áit a gcothaítear an dea-
chlú.    

 

AIMS of GAELSCOIL NEACHTAIN  

At Gaelscoil Neachtain, we recognise the spiritual, emotional, academic and 
physical needs of all children.  Governors and staff work together to create an 
atmosphere and ethos which prioritises safety, well-being and learning for all 
children.  We recognise the place of parents as their children’s first teachers 
and warmly welcome, and actively encourage, parents’ participation in their 
children’s learning.  The staff work to provide successful learning and to tackle 
disadvantage so that every child can fulfil his / her potential. We are 
committed to ensuring continuous high standards through planning, practice, 
assessment and reflection.  By developing links with the local community, and 
beyond, Gaelscoil Neachtain aims to enrich the children’s cultural and 
educational experience.   Gaelscoil Neachtain aims to be a place of learning 
influenced by the Spirit, a place of kindness, a place where good character is 
fostered.  
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AN  LÁ SCOILE 

 

8.15 – 8.45rn                     Club Bricfeasta 

8.50rn                                Tosaíonn an lá scoile 

9.00rn                                Tionól 

9.15rn                                Tosaíonn ranganna 

10.30 – 10.45rn                 Sos maidne, R.1 – 4 

10.50 – 11.05rn                 Sos maidne R.5 – 7 

12.00 – 12.45in                 Am lóin, R.1 – 4. 

12.30 – 1.15in                   Am Lóin, R.5 – 7. 

1.50in                                Críochnaíonn an lá scoile, Ranganna 1,2.                                                 

2.50in                                Críochnaíonn an lá scoile, Ranganna 3 - 7   

 

Tá Polasaí don Bhia Shláintiúil i bhfeidhm ag Gaelscoil Neachtain.  Moltar go 
dtugtar sos beag do na páistí don sos maidne mar cuidíonn sé seo leo 
dianmhachnamh a dhéanamh ar a gcuid oibre roimh am lóin.  Mar chuid den 
Pholasaí Sláintiúil, iarrtar ar thuismitheoirí torthaí a chur ar scoil le páistí don 
sos maidne.  Cosc ar dheochanna coipeacha, milseáin agus ar sheacláid.  
Moltar do pháistí buidéal uisce a thabhairt leo ar scoil mar cuidíonn sé seo 
leis an dianmhachnamh fosta.  
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THE  SCHOOL DAY 

8.15 – 8.45am                        Breakfast Club 

8.50am                                   School day begins 

9.00am                                   Assembly 

9.15am                                   Classes start 

10.30am – 10.45am               Morning break, R.1 – 4. 

10.50 – 11.05am                    Morning Break, R.5 – 7. 

12.00 – 12.45pm                    Lunch time, R.1 – 4. 

12.30 – 1.15pm                      Lunch time, R.5 -7 

1.50pm                                   School day finishes for Ranganna 1,2. 

2.50pm                                   School Day finishes for Ranganna 3 – 7.                        

 

We operate a Healthy Eating Policy in Gaelscoil Neachtain.  Children should 
bring healthy foods for their lunch and break consisting of sandwiches, drink, 
yoghurt, fruit, breakfast bars, plain biscuits or cheese.  No fizzy drinks, 
sweets, chocolate bars, crisps.  Break-time - children should bring fruit, 
vegetable, water and/or milk.  This policy is carefully adhered to – and we 
hope that parents appreciate this.  Children are also encouraged to bring 
water with them to school – drinking water also helps concentration.  Please 
inform staff if your  child has any particular dietary requirements. 
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ÉIDE SCOILE 

 

Gasúir 

Bríste dhubh 
Léine bhán 
Geansaí scoile corcra 
Carbhat breacán 
Bróga dubha / bróga reatha dubha   
 

Cailíní 

Pilirín dubh / sciorta dubh 
Blús bán / léine bhán 
Geansaí corcra scoile  
Carbhat breacán 
Stocaí bána/ riteoga dubha 
Bróga dubha / brogan reatha dubha 
 

CUIRTEAR AINM DO PHÁISTE AR GACH PÍOSA DEN ÉIDE SCOILE, LE 
DO THOIL! 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Boys 

Black trousers 
White shirt 
Purple school jumper 
Tartan tie 
Black shoes / black trainers 
 

Girls 

Black pinafore / skirt 
White blouse / shirt 
Purple school jumper 
Tartan tie 
White socks / black tights 
Black shoes / black trainers 

PLEASE MARK CHILD’S NAME ON ALL ITEMS OF UNIFORM! 
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CHILD PROTECTION 
Maintaining children’s safety and welfare is paramount at Gaelscoil 
Neachtain.  We work to provide an environment in which children feel safe, 
valued and respected and where they feel confident to talk openly and be 
sure they will be listened to.  The staff of Gaelscoil Neachtain provide suitable 
support and guidance and children feel confident talking to them if they are 
worried or experience difficulty.  At Gaelscoil Neachtain, we develop the 
curriculum to provide opportunities for increasing self-awareness, building 
self-esteem and developing decision making so that children have a range of 
contacts and strategies to ensure their own protection and understand the 
importance of protecting others.  Gaelscoil Neachtain works with parents to 
build an understanding of the school’s responsibility to ensure the welfare of 
all children including the need for referral to other agencies in some situations.  
Through specific training, we ensure that all staff are able to recognise the 
signs and symptoms of abuse and are aware of the school’s procedures and 
lines of communication.  We liaise effectively with other professionals and 
support agencies to maintain children’s welfare and safety.  Our Child 
Protection policy is available to read on our website – 
www.gaelscoilneachtain.com 

Fionnuala Ní Dhufaigh is the Designated Teacher for Child Protection.  
Róisín Mhic Thaidhg and Danielle Stíobhard are the Deputy Designated 
Teachers for Child Protection.  If parents have any concerns, they are 
asked to contact either immediately.   

PASTORAL CARE 

Gaelscoil Neachtain is committed to ensuring the physical, emotional, 
academic, spiritual and moral well-being of all of our pupils so that they may 
develop to their full potential and contribute positively to their community and 
to wider society.  Gaelscoil Neachtain emphasises and promotes the 
importance of good relationships and mutual respect within a caring 
environment. We believe in the importance of guiding and supporting all 
pupils in our care as they grow and develop towards young adulthood.  
Gaelscoil Neachtain also recognises the need to have in place systems and 
structures which safeguard our pupils and encourage them to develop 
strategies to deal with life in the world around us today.  At Gaelscoil 
Neachtain, Pastoral Care integrates all aspects of school life including the 
curriculum and will interlink with all other school policies.  Gaelscoil Neachtain 
places great importance on a close relationship between the home and the 
school and regular opportunities are provided to develop and strengthen this 
relationship.  Our Pastoral Care policy is available to read on our website – 
www.gaelscoilneachtain.com 
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POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR 

We have, and we expect, a continuous high standard of positive behaviour 
from our pupils. Courtesy and respect for themselves and others will be 
expected.  Parents and carers are encouraged to foster and develop good 
manners in their children.  The school ethos is founded on a good 
relationships between staff, children and parents. We expect all children: 

 To be on time for school 
 Wear the full school uniform 
 Be well mannered at all times 
 Respect school property 
 Show respect for themselves and each other 
 Show respect for teachers, classroom assistants, the secretary, the 

caretaker and those who supervise at lunch-time 
 Keep the school litter free 

 
A copy of our Positive Behaviour Policy is available to read on our website – 
www.gaelscoilneachtain.com 

 
 

NORTHERN IRELAND CURRICULUM (NIC) 

At Gaelscoil Neachtain, the curriculum is delivered through the medium of 
Irish.  The Northern Ireland Curriculum (NIC) has an integrated approach to 
learning.  Children have the opportunity to make connections as topics are 
developed and great emphasis is placed on the development of skills.  
Teaching and learning in English begins formally in Primary 3.  Parents, 
however, are encouraged to read to their children in English, or Irish, from the 
beginning of Rang 1 / Primary 1.  The NIC focuses on the following Areas of 
Learning:   
 
Language and Literacy (both English and Irish)  
Mathematics and Numeracy    
The World Around Us 
The Arts  
Personal Development and Mutual Understanding      
Physical Education 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Religious Education is an important aspect of children’s learning at Gaelscoil 
Neachtain and is supported by Fr. Sweeney, Fr. Kelly, and Fr. McGirr.  The 
children are prepared for the sacraments of Penance, Eucharist and 
Confirmation. The Gaelscoil also provides for parents who do not wish their 
children to receive instruction in the Catholic or any other faith.  Please speak 
to the Principal about this. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

Gaelscoil Neachtain recognises that some children require support in 
particular areas of learning. We are sensitive to the educational welfare of 
these pupils and class teachers make every effort to address their needs. 
Early identification and the timely provision of appropriate support, together 
with high aspirations, can help many children with needs, or disabilities, 
achieve well.  We recognise that parents have unique knowledge and 
experience to contribute with regard to supporting their children’s needs and 
we work with them throughout.  Children, who have been identified, are given 
support, either on an individual basis or as members of small groups. Support, 
as identified, is provided in Literacy and Numeracy.  We also work closely with 
outside agencies to access advice and support.  A copy of our Special 
Educational Needs Policy is available to read on our website – 
www.gaelscoilneachtain.com 

ICT 

Developing children’s digital skills to the best possible standard is a priority at 
Gaelscoil Neachtain.  We consider this necessary for living and working in 
today’s rapidly evolving technological world.  Children, across all year groups,  
are given opportunities to develop digital skills as well as learning about e-
safety.  Our ICT Policy is available to read on our website – 
www.gaelscoilneachtain.com 

 

ASSESSMENT  

Assessment of pupils’ learning is an integral part of the learning process and 
all teachers assess the pupils’ learning on a continuous basis. In the school 
year, 2024 – 2025, End of Key Stage Assessment will take place for pupils in 
Rang 4 and Rang 7 as follows –  

Communication – Reading 

Mathematics - Number  

Gaelscoil Neachtain carries out its own ‘in-house’ assessment in Irish, English 
and Mathematics half-termly to evaluate teaching and learning and to inform 
future planning. 

 

HOMEWORK 

Gaelscoil Neachtain adheres to a very comprehensive Homework Policy.  
Homework is used to reinforce learning which has taken place at school and 
to assess children’s understanding of particular aspects of learning.  Parents 
are asked to take an active part in ensuring that it is checked and signed. 

From Rang 3 onwards, each child receives a Dialann Obair Bhaile – this will 
be used to pass on information.    
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PARENTS’ WORKSHOPS 

Gaelscoil Neachtain organises workshops for parents throughout the year.   
The workshop is an opportunity for parents to find out about their children’s 
learning and how they can actively support it.  Workshops also include 
Pastoral Care / Child Protection issues.  ALL PARENTS ARE ENCOURAGED 
TO ATTEND THE WORKSHOPS.  

 

REPORTS 

A written report on their child’s progress is sent to parents at the end of the 
school year.  

PARENT / TEACHER MEETINGS 

Parents are very much encouraged to be involved in their children’s education 
and we welcome active participation in their progress.  Individual 
parent/teacher meetings are held during the first and second terms.  Parents 
can meet with the class teacher at any time during the year by organising an 
appointment through the Gaelscoil Office. 

ATTENDANCE 

Good attendance is promoted at Gaelscoil Neachtain and parents are asked 
to adhere to Gaelscoil Neachtain’s Attendance Policy.  If your child is absent, 
YOU ARE ASKED TO INFORM THE GAELSCOIL ON THE FIRST DAY OF 
ABSENCE, EITHER BY TELEPHONE OR IN WRITING THROUGH Class 
Dojo.    A copy of our Attendance Policy is available to read on our website – 
www.gaelscoilneachtain.com 

 

COMMUNITY LINKS 

Gaelscoil Neachtain is very much connected to its community.  Glór Dhún 
Geimhin is the local Irish language community group and provides a range of 
social and recreational activities through Irish for children attending the 
Gaelscoil as well as facilitating Irish language classes for parents and other 
adults.  The Gaelscoil has links to St. Canice GAC, Kevin Lynch Hurling Club, 
Scoil Chláirseach Ruairí Dall, Dungiven Parish and supports the work of the 
local St. Vincent de Paul group.     
 

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 

Gaelscoil Neachtain is a solution based school.  We ask parents to contact 
the class teacher / Principal as soon as possible regarding any concerns they 
may have.  Gaelscoil Neachtain has a very clear Complaints Procedure which 
can be viewed on our website - www.gaelscoilneachtain.com.  

 


