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St. Patrick’s Primary School

October 2024 Newsletter

SPECIAL DATES...

Every Monday for October: Afterschool Clubs
P3 = Lego Club
P4 = Baking
P5 = Arts & Crafts
P6= iPads; Coding
P7 = Basketball

Commencing Wednesday 9" October & Every Wednesday for 6
weeks (trial): Harps GAA coaching for P5, P6/7.

Thursday 17t" October 2024:
School Nurse: Flu Vaccine

Tuesday 26" November 2024:
P6/7 Class Trip to the Folk Park

SAVE THE DATES...

Autism Training for Parents:..
Wednesday 6™ November 2024
Wednesday 13" November 2024
Wednesday 20" November 2024
Wednesday 27" November 2024

Saturday 16" November & Saturday 23" November: (P7) PPTC
Entrance Assessment

Wednesday 6" November 2024
Sustrans: ‘Walk or Wheel Wednesday’ and Ditch the Dark

Friday 15" November 2024: Parent- Teacher Meetings
Sunday 30th March 2025: Confirmation 3pm
Saturday 3" May 2025: First Holy Communion @11am

| have the pleasure of
introducing...

Head Boy: Charlie Magee
and
Head Girl: Belle Magee

for St. Patrick’s Primary
School, 2024 - 2025.

Charlie and Belle’s speeches
talked about a kind and
helpful approach to all
children, Hallowe’en
competitions, school
dinners, healthy eating,
healthy travel, sporting
competitions, fundraising
and new equipment for the
playground.
#inspirational!!! ©

The standard of speeches by
the Primary 7 children were
incredible! Well done to all!

©O0O

S A7
3‘;" "&‘k

|

Eco-Schools

GLOBAL
,_.!\ LEARNING
. Programme

0s8
W

(M)

ftee,
Ty
. ‘\\.




Regular Diary Dates...

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
P2 & P4, P1 Relax Kids
3pm —-4pm P1-PE P3&P5Buddy | py Relax Kids P1-PE
Afterschool Reading
P3 -P7 GAA The Lakeland
Clubs P1—P7
(for the month with Mr Mandarin Forum /
of October) O’Brien P5 and P6/7 Swimming
Harps GAA P1 & P6/7 PS_& P6
P6 and P7 Coaching i children
25.10.24)
PT7 Aft:rscllmotc:l P7 Afterschool
ransfer clu
Transfer Club | Violin with Mrs
McAleer (some
P5/6/7
children)
2pm -3pm: 2pm -3pm: 2pm -3pm: 2pm -3pm: 2pm -3pm:

Stay and Play
for the P1 & P2

Stay and Play
for the P1 & P2

Stay and Play
for the P1 & P2

Stay and Play
for the P1 & P2

Stay and Play
for the P1 & P2

children children children children children
3pm-=5:30pm: | 3pm —5:30pm: | 3pm->5:30pm: | 3pm->5:30pm: | 3pm —5:30pm:
Afterschool Afterschool Afterschool Afterschool Afterschool
Supervision for | Supervision for | Supervision for | Supervision for | Supervision for
P1-P7 P1-P7 P1-P7 P1-P7 P1-P7
children children children children children
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Mid-term break - School will be closed from Monday 28t October to Friday 15t November
inclusive. School re-opens on Monday 4™ November.

Hallowe’en Dress Up - Children may come dressed up for Hallowe’en on Thursday 24t
October. We encourage you to source clothes from home or make a costume. Children will
parade through the village and enjoy a Hallowe’en disco at school. School Council have
planned a movie afternoon and Hallowe’en colouring in competition. Thank you to School
Council and Miss Treacy for organizing. (No pumpkin carving this year!)

Maths Week Ireland - takes place from 14 to 18™ October. The children will be taking part
in Maths Practical Problem Solving activities as part of the week. More details can be found
on www.mathsweek.ie In support of Maths Week, we will have signed up to Numbots (P1 to
P4) and Times Table Rockstars (P4-P7). As a school we are taking part in the ‘Island of Ireland
Rocks’ competition. Children will enjoy these games/apps in school and at home. Thank you

to Mrs Scollan (Numeracy Co-Ordinator) for organising.

School Uniform - leggings are not considered part of school uniform and must not be worn.
NAVY trousers/bottoms or skirt is the normal part of uniform. BLACK trousers/bottoms and
club shorts/trousers must NOT be worn also. As uniform represents the identity of who we
are as a school community every effort must be made to wear the school uniform. Remember
to bring a coat to school and continue to bring your smile! ©

ASDA - 2" September — 30" November Cashpot for Schools is a donation initiative operated
by Asda, whereby Asda will donate 0.5% of Qualifying Purchases during the Qualifying Period
to eligible schools.

| have registered the school.

Participants must be a registered Asda Rewards member.
Participants must opt in to the Cashpot for Schools initiative
via the Asda Rewards app.

Please select our school.

Thank you to the parents who have made me aware of this
funding opportunity.
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http://www.mathsweek.ie/

Afterschool Clubs — During the month of October, every Monday, (30t Sept, 7th, 14t, 215t
Oct) there will be FREE afterschool clubs provided for classes P3 — P7 from 3pm — 4pm. (My
apologies my September Principal’s Newsletter anticipated Tuesdays but we had to change
this due to staff training).

P3 = Lego Club

P4 = Baking

P5 = Arts & Crafts

P6=iPads; Coding

P7 = Basketball

Thank you to all the teachers and staff who make this opportunity possible for our children.

Stay and Play — is available every day for Primary One and Primary Two children from 2pm —
3pm, cost £3.00 daily. Thank you sincerely to you our parents for your support of this highly
successful initiative. | hope you find it to be advantageous. Thank you to our wonderful
Teaching Assistants for making this possible. Please book on the school money app by 12
midday on Sunday for the coming week.

Afterschool Supervision — we are delighted to offer Afterschool Supervision, for classes P1 —
P7, cost £8.00 daily. Children are welcome to undertake homework, outdoor games, football,
indoor games, arts and crafts, board games, bakery/cookery etc. Please book on the school
money app by 12 midday on Sunday for the coming week. Thank you to our parents for
availing of this. | hope you find it to be purposeful and worthwhile! Thank you to the adults
for making this possible. Please always remember to send a snack with your child to eat during
this time and arrive by 5:30pm SHARP for collection of your child/ren.

Easy Fundraising — Please, please, please can | ask for your careful
consideration and efforts! Sign up to easy fundraising and raise FREE \\W
donations every time you shop online with over 6,000 retailers, John Lewis, %_\é
Argos, Amazon, eBay and many more are waiting to give a free donation. Plus /”I“\
once you've signed up and raised £5 in donations, easy fundraising will give us
an extra £5 bonus donation!

Sign up to support us here:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpatspsderrygonnelly/

Download the app (see image above) and then click on the app to order from your usual
retailers! Honestly it’s that simple! We currently have 35 supporters and have raised £323.34
for our school.
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https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpatspsderrygonnelly/

Parent Representative on the Board of Governors — Thank you for your participation in
voting. Mr Emlyn Burns was voted the new Parent Representative on the Board of Governors.

Relax Kids — Primary One and Primary Two children have commenced their Relax Kids sessions
with Miss McGarrigle and Miss Treacy. Please send in a blanket with your child if you haven’t
already done so. Please ensure their name is on their blanket and also their name is on the
plastic bag. © © ©

Relax Kids is a programme aimed at promoting children’s emotional well-being, self-
awareness and regulation skills. The children participate in a variety of activities which will
also help promote good attention and listening skills, provide opportunity for language
development and physical activity. | (Miss McGarrigle) am a trained Relaxed Kids facilitator.

Roots of Empathy — The children in Primary Four will engage in the Roots of Empathy
Programme over the coming months. Roots of Empathy develops empathy in children
today so they can build the world that they deserve.

Well done to Mrs Dolan on completing the training and becoming a Roots of Empathy

Facilitator.

FUNDRAISING! — | am really excited to announce, there will be a HUGE fundraiser organised
by our Primary 7 Eco-Committee. The children have decided we need a computer suite, 30
computers, 30 chairs, flooring, upgrade to our heating and lighting, painting and redecorating.
We NEED your help to make this possible! Please expect to hear about this and spread the
word.

Harps GAA Football — Thank you to Mr Greene and Mr Kelly from Harps GAA who give up
their time generously on a Wednesday afternoon to coach our P5, P6/7 children.

Credit Union — We have connected with the Credit Union and will be encouraging children to
save. Between now and Hallowe’en can | please encourage you to open a Credit Union
account for your child (if you haven’t already got an account). Please visit the Credit Union
when they are open (Wednesday, Thursday or Friday), bringing your child’s birth certificate
(long one if possible), photographic ID of the parent, proof of address of the parent (dated
within the last 3 months).
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Then every Friday after Hallowe’en the Credit Union will visit to collect your child’s savings
book and money. Your child’s savings book will be returned to your child the following
Wednesday.

If your child saves £2 per week from P1 — P7, they will have saved £520 (approx.) by the end
of Primary School.

If your child saves £5 per week from P1 — P7, they will have saved £1330 (approx.) by the end
of Primary School.

Free School Meals / Uniform grant - There is still time to apply for Free School Meals and /
or a uniform grant. Details have been posted on our school website. For further guidance and
how to apply please go to https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/pupil-applications-and-

grants/free-school-meals-uniform-grants

If you decide that your child is not taking dinner, please apply as the greater uptake in meals
has benefits for our overall school budget.

Birthday Invitations — NO BIRTHDAY INVITATIONS are permitted to be sent to school or
distributed in school. Thank you for your understanding and support with this.

Ditch the Dark and Walk or Wheel Wednesday - Wednesday 6" November wear bright
clothes to school. Do NOT go out and buy anything and travel to school in a healthy way. More
information in November Principal’s Newsletter.

Parent - Teacher Meetings - Advance notice that parent teacher meetings are scheduled for
Friday 15th November. There will be the option to have a face-to-face meeting or a telephone
call with your child’s class teacher. | am hopeful that you will book your slot via our school
website. Please be patient as | get this set-up.

Morning drop-off — Please can | encourage you to come into the community centre car park
in the morning to drop of your child(ren). It is EXTREMELY dangerous to be dropping off on
the road side and having children get out of the vehicle beside passing traffic. If
you/childminder/grandparents continue to park on the road side, can | at the very least
encourage you to let the children out on the ‘near-side’ beside the footpath.
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https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/pupil-applications-and-grants/free-school-meals-uniform-grants
https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/pupil-applications-and-grants/free-school-meals-uniform-grants

Home time collection — Parents MUST get out of their vehicle inorder to receive their
child(ren). Children will NOT be released by the supervising teacher until you are standing out
of your vehicle.

We ALL want to KEEP our children SAFE!!!!

Website app — Please can | ask you to utilise our school
website to report pupil absence or any appointments your
child has. Mrs McGovern can see this and will inform your
child’s teacher.

Attendance - There is a huge focus on pupil attendance this academic year by the Education
Authority. It is important that children attend school. This ensures progression and success in
learning as well as building and maintaining strong friendships with peers. Parents must
complete the online absence form which can be found on the school website
(www.stpatrickspsderrygonnelly.com — Parents — Absence) to report full day OR part day

absence which will be recorded on the EA attendance system. If absence falls below 90% or a
pattern of absence emerges, the EA will contact parents to find a way to improve attendance.

Please note, a ‘late’ mark will affect your child’s attendance record. Certificates for
attendance will be issued before the Halloween break. We are looking forward to seeing how

many children will have 100% attendance!

School Jumpers / t-shirts — would you like a spare jumper or t-shirt for your child? We have
lots and lots of ‘near perfect’ jumpers and t-shirts that people have donated. Get your child
to tell me their size, | will have a look and discreetly put it in your child’s school bag.

8:45am Morning Supervision — Morning Supervision is available from 8:45am. Thank you to
Mrs Burke. From 9am children will play outside until 9:10am.

New Parents! Website app - To download the school app which is linked to
the school website, go to the App Store (iphone) or Google Play app (Android).
Search ‘Schools NI’. A blue icon with a white speech bubble and the letters NI
will be the app you select. Once installed and opened, select Fermanagh and
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http://www.stpatrickspsderrygonnelly.com/

scroll down to find St. Patrick’s Primary School Derrygonnelly. Select notifications if you want
to be alerted to new items added to the website / app.

School Website — A huge amount of work, time and effort goes into keeping our school
website up-to-date. Please do make time to view this and all the lovely activities your
child(ren) is/are getting up to.

We have had a busy and wonderful start to our school year! We are hlessed to have AMAZING children and
such dedicated staff to facilitate all the wonderful opportunities and the highest possible standard of teaching
and learning for our children. My apologies | am just getting this newsletter to you all now.

The Board of Governors will message when they know information of my replacement maternity leave
Principal. Your patience is required and appreciated. Thank you.

In appreciation

Mics 4. MeGarnigle

(Principal)

CENTRE FOR AUTISM

Middletown Centre for Autism
Welcome to:

AUTISM AND THE PRIMARY SCHOOL
TRAINING PROGRAMME

\/
Parents i 4

Location: St. Patrick’s Primary School Locatid
47 Cri

47 Creamery Road, Derrygonnelly, Please can | draw
Co. Fermanagh, BT93 6FZ
Time: Tlam-1pm

your attention to this
training for parents

Wachasdey oniliovainias 2024 and ANYONE who
Autism, Learning Styles and Visual Teaching Aut . i
Methods wishes to avail.

Wednesday, 15th November 2024
Autism and Sensory Processing We have also booked

Wednesday, 20th November 2024 Staff training.

Autism and Communication

Wednesday, 27th N ber 2024
Autism, Understanding Anxiety and Reframing
Behaviour

Only those who have booked a place from the Centre website,
www.middletownautism.com can be admitted.

Admittance will be from 15 minutes before the beginning of each session.
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