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St. Patrick’s Primary School
October 2025 Newsletter
SPECIAL DATES…
Stay and Play P1 & P2 children: 2pm – 3pm daily
(Please book on the school money app by Sunday at 12 midday)

Afterschools for classes P3 – P7 children 3pm – 4pm 
Monday 6th, 13th, 20th of October 

Thursday 1st October: 
Start of Year Mass @10am

Excavation in Derrygonnelly:
P4/5: Wednesday 8th October
P6/7: Thursday 9th October

Wednesday 15th October: 
Flu Vaccinations

Friday 17th October 2025:
Wear your club colours with pride day!!!

Monday 20th October 2025:
NI Fire and Rescue Talk: P5 children

Shoe Box Appeal:
 Thursday 13th November 2025

Every Monday
 P3 – P7 with the PE coach: Mr Garrity
Tuesday 9th September and thereafter
Swimming commences for Primary Six children for 14 sessions
Every Tuesday and Thursday
P7 Transfer club: Miss McGarrigle and Mrs Scollan, 
3pm – 4pm
Every Thursday
“Trad Thursday”, P3 – P7 children, 2:15pm >
(and every Thursday thereafter)
Every Friday thereafter
Violin with Mrs McAleer
(some P5 / P6 / P7 children)

SAVE THE DATES…
Saturday 15th November & 22nd November 2025
P7 Transfer / SEAG Entrance Assessment 1 and 2
w/c: 10th November and Friday 15th November 2025: 
Parent- Teacher Meetings
Cash for Clobber Collection: Tuesday 21st April 2026
First Penance: Thursday 5th March 2026 @7pm
First Holy Communion: Saturday 25th April 2026 @11am
Confirmation: Friday 1st May 2026 @ 6pm
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I have the pleasure of introducing…

Head Boy: Senán Dundas and
Head Girl: Katie Cassidy

for St. Patrick’s Primary School, 2025 – 2026.

Senán and Katie’s speeches talked about a kind and helpful approach to all children, more footballs in the playground, tuck shop at Hallowe’en, healthy eating and sporting competitions. 
#inspirational!!! 

The standard of speeches by the Primary 7 children were incredible! I look forward to seeing some of their ideas come to fruition. Well done to all! 
  




Sarah and Conor 



		






	










Mid-term break - School will be closed from Monday 27th October to Friday 31st October inclusive. Re-opens on Monday 3rd November.

Welcome – We welcome students Mrs Sweeney (Shona, P1), Miss Burke (Aoife, P1), Miss Grzesikowska (Natalia, P2), Miss McGovern (Katie, P2 & P3) and Miss Gallagher (Paula, P4). All five ladies are undertaking their work placement on a part-time basis and we hope everyone gives them a warm St. Patrick’s welcome and helping hand! 

Pupil Voice – Head Girl, Head Boy, School Council, Eco-Council, Bus Prefects have all been elected, with the anticipation of being role models and keeping everyone safe. Well done to everyone who completed speeches and participated in designing an Eco poster.

Hallowe’en Dress Up - Children may come dressed up for Hallowe’en on Friday 24th October. We encourage you to source clothes from home or make a costume. Children will parade through the village @9:30am. Thank you to School Council and Mrs McAloon for organizing. Please see the poster below for other fun and FREE activities taking place on Friday 24th Oct, eg) Hallowe’en disco, colouring in competition to name some examples. 

Maths Week Ireland - takes place from 13th to 17th October. The children will be taking part in Numbots (classes P1 – P3) and Time Tables Rock Stars (classes-P4 – P7.)
More details can be found on www.mathsweek.ie 

School Uniform – please can I take the opportunity to commend everyone on their child’s/childrens school uniform and presentation of your child’s hair tied up. Please keep up the high standards as uniform represents the identity of who we are as a school community every effort must be made to wear the school uniform. Remember to bring a coat to school and continue to bring your smile! 

Free School Meals / Uniform grant - There is still time to apply for Free School Meals and / or a uniform grant. Details have been posted on our school website. For further guidance and how to apply please go to www.eani.gov.uk/fsm 
If you decide that your child is not taking dinner, please apply as the greater uptake in meals has benefits for our overall school budget.

Birthday Invitations – NO BIRTHDAY INVITATIONS are permitted to be sent to school or distributed in school. Thank you for your understanding and support with this. 

PE Coach / Mr Garrity – We welcome Mr Garrity (Jonny, Fermanagh GAA) to our school. Currently Mr Garrity is delivering PE lessons to classes P3 – P7. This year our PE coach is funded mainly by Derrygonnelly Harps. We thank The Harps sincerely for this invaluable sporting opportunity.  

Ditch the Dark and Walk or Wheel Friday  - Friday 7th November wear bright clothes to school. Do NOT go out and buy anything and travel to school in a healthy way. There will be some spot prizes on the day! 

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal – Samaritan’s Purse – This year we are delighted to support the Samaritan’s Purse Christmas shoebox appeal. More information to follow. 
Please can any completed shoe boxes be brought into school on or before Thursday 13th November 2025.

Parent - Teacher Meetings - Advance notice that parent teacher meetings are scheduled for week commencing 10th November, before and after school and on Friday 14th November. 
[image: ]
Website app – Please can I ask you to utilise our school website to report pupil absence. Mrs McGovern can see this and will inform your child’s teacher. 

School Website app – Please can I encourage you to frequently view our school website. A huge amount of work and effort by all staff contributes to our school website’s success at bringing you the most up-to-date news and stories!  

Well done P5! - The Primary 5 children and Mrs McAloon treated us to a wonderful whole school assembly. The assembly was extremely purposeful in educating us about healthy food choices and drinking water. Please view the school website for an array of photos. Well done and thank you Primary 5! Thank you to the parents/adults who were able to attend.
Special Assemblies – This school year we are hoping to do a special class assembly. Each child in the class leading the assembly may invite two family members to attend. Assembly will be at 11am with all children in the school attending. We expect the duration of the assembly to last 10 – 20 minutes. Photographs will be placed on the school website. 
	Save the date(s)…

	P4
	Monday 10th November 2025

	P6
	Monday 24th November 2025

	P7
	Monday 2nd February 2026

	P1
	Monday 30th March 2026

	P2
	Monday 20th April 2026

	P3
	Monday 27th April 2026















Bottle Tops – We continue to collect bottle tops. Thank you for everyone’s huge efforts in relation to this. Thank you to Mrs Scollan and Mrs Duffy for facilitating this initiative. To date we have received a ‘mud kitchen’ and an ‘outdoor table and four chairs’. 

School Jumpers / t-shirts – would you like a spare ‘near perfect’ jumper or t-shirt for your child? We may have your child’s size and feel free to enquire with the school office. We will discreetly put it in your child’s school bag. 

8:45am Morning Supervision – Morning Supervision is available from 8:45am. Thank you to Mrs Burke. From 9am children will play outside until 9:10am. 

School Office – You can contact the school and school office on 028 686 41358 or by emailing info@stpatricksps.derrygonnelly.ni.sch.uk. Thank you.





Recurrent Activities…

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
P3 – P7 with the PE coach: Mr Garrity 
	
P6 Swimming
P1, P5 and P7 – PE

P2 & P4 Reading & Digital Buddies

P7 Afterschool Transfer club
	
P2, P4 – PE


P1 & P6/7 Reading & Digital Buddies

	P1 Relax Kids
P1 – P7 Mandarin

Trad Thursday

P3 & P5/6 Reading & Digital Buddies


P7 Afterschool Transfer Club
	
P1, P2 – PE


Violin with Mrs McAleer





In appreciation 
Miss A. McGarrigle     
(Principal) 
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