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St. Patrick’s Primary School
November 2025 Newsletter
SPECIAL DATES…
Stay and Play P1 & P2 children: 2pm – 3pm daily
(Please book on the school money app by Sunday at 12 midday)

Friday 7th November 2025:
‘Ditch the Dark’ and Walk/Wheel Friday

w/c: 10th November and Friday 15th November 2025: 
Parent- Teacher Meetings
Friday 15th November: No school for children!

Monday 10th November: 
P4 Special Assembly

Wednesday 12th November:
PSNI Anti-Bullying Talks; P1 – P7

Thursday 13th November 2025
Shoe Box Appeal

Saturday 15th November & 22nd November 2025
P7 Transfer / SEAG Entrance Assessment 1 and 2

Monday 24th November
P6 Special Assembly


Every Monday
 P3 – P7 with the PE coach: Mr Garrity
Every Tuesday
Swimming for Primary Six children 
Every Tuesday and Thursday
P7 Transfer club: Miss McGarrigle and Mrs Scollan, 
3pm – 4pm. The last day of this club will be on Thursday 20th November. 
Every Thursday
“Trad Thursday”, P3 – P7 children, 2:15pm >
P1 -P7 Mandarin
Every Friday
Violin with Mrs McAleer
(some P5 / P6 / P7 children)

SAVE THE DATES…
Christmas Dinner & Wear your Christmas Jumper Day: Wednesday 3rd December 2025
P1 – P7 Christmas Performance: Monday 8th December 2025 @7pm
P4 – P7 Pantomime Millenium Forum: Wednesday 10th December 2025
Open Hour for Pre-School children: Thursday 11th December 2025
P1 – P3 Show Ardhowen: Thursday 18th December 2025
19th December: ½ day for Christmas Holidays
Cash for Clobber Collection: Tuesday 21st April 2026
First Penance: Thursday 5th March 2026 @7pm
First Holy Communion: Saturday 25th April 2026 @11am
Confirmation: Friday 1st May 2026 @ 6pm

	






£440

Thank you sincerely to Mr Kent (Graham) and Mrs Kent for donating £440 from a recent “Elton Gone Wrong” challenge following their performance in the ‘JustUs’ performance in the Ardhowen.  

This donated money will be used to create a ‘digging’ area in our school playground. This was an idea suggested by the Head Boy / Girl speeches and one which the Eco-Council are currently beginning to act upon. 

We look forward to a brand NEW digging area in our school playground to explore and enjoy. 
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Parent – Teacher Meetings – will be held, week commencing 10th November and on Friday 14th  November.
School is closed to pupils on 14th November.

Attendance - The school regularly monitors attendance as required by the Dept of Education. The Department has issued guidance on ‘Absence Tiers’ showing different levels of absence. Regular attendance = <1 day absent per month 
At Risk Attendance = 1 - 2 days absent per month 
Chronic absence = 2 - 3 days absent per month 
Severe Chronic Absence = 4+ days per month 
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Description automatically generated]The school will be in contact with parents where absence is an ongoing issue; showing patterns of repeated absences and where no reason is given for absence. 

Please continue to utilise our school website to report pupil absence. 
You don’t need to ring the school office when you do this.  


Christmas Shoe Box Appeal – Samaritan’s Purse – This year we are delighted to support the Samaritan’s Purse Christmas shoebox appeal. 
Please can any completed shoe boxes be brought into school on or before Thursday 13th November 2025.

Ditch the Dark and Walk or Wheel Friday 7th November – Thank you for the huge efforts by everyone; children, their families and staff. Thank you to Miss Maguire and the Eco-Council for organising a fun filled, bright day! Remember in these darker days, to please be bright and be seen and always wear a helmet when cycling or scooting. 

Anti-bullying Week (10 – 14 Nov) – The theme this year is ‘Power for Good’. Teachers and pupils will be engaging in lessons and activities based on resources from the NI Anti-bullying Forum (https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week-2025/anti-bullying-week-2025). We will be having a special P4 assembly and have organised for the PSNI to come in to deliver talks to all classes. 

Maths Week Ireland – Pupils took part in a fantastic range of enjoyable activities focusing on ‘problem solving’ and ‘Numbots’ and ‘Times Table Rockstars’. Thank you to Mrs Scollan (Numeracy Co-ordinator) for organising.  



Regular Diary Dates…


	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
P3 – P7 with the PE coach: Mr Garrity 
	
P6 Swimming
P1, P5 and P7 – PE

P2 & P4 Reading & Digital Buddies

P7 Afterschool Transfer club
	
P2, P4 – PE


P1 & P6/7 Reading & Digital Buddies

	P1 Relax Kids
P1 – P7 Mandarin

Trad Thursday

P3 & P5/6 Reading & Digital Buddies


P7 Afterschool Transfer Club
	
P1, P2 – PE


Violin with Mrs McAleer















In appreciation 
Miss A. McGarrigle     
(Principal) 
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