St. Patrick’s Primary School
December 2025 Newsletter

SPECIAL DATES...

FUNDRAISING for our Computer
Wednesday 3 December 2025: suite...
Christmas Dinner & Wear your Christmas Jumper —

Day and ‘Daily Mile Santa Style’

£25,034.13
and

Monday 8™ December 2025 @7pm in the 100 euro

Community Centre:

P1 — P7 Christmas Performance:
Thank you, thank you, thank you for making

) S
Wednesday 10" December 2025: this possible! @ © ©

P4 — P7 Pantomime Millenium Forum:

Thursday 11t December 2025:
Open Hour for Pre-School children @9:30am.
See flyer attached

Thursday 18t December 2025:
P1 - P3 Show Ardhowen

A warm St. Patrick’s welcome awaits you at

19" December: .
our Christmas Performance on

% day for Christmas Holidays @ 12noon

SAVE THE DATES.....
Tuesday 6% of January 2026:
swimming will commence for P5 and P7 children
Tuesday 215 April 2026:

Our children and staff have worked
extremely hard to prepare a memorable

Cash for Clobber Collection evening for all our wonderful Derrygonnelly
Thursday 5" March 2026 @7pm: community. Everyone welcome!
First Penance
Saturday 25t April 2026 @11am: There will be no charge on the door but you

will be able to buy Rdffle Tickets on the night

for fabulous Hampers with items donated by
our generous staff at St. Patrick’s Primary

Confirmation School, (3 strips for £5)

First Holy Communion
Friday 15 May 2026 @ 6pm:
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT

Proud to be
Mathistics School



Shoe Box Appeal - Operation Christmas Child is a project of
Samaritan’s Purse. It is a hands-on way for you to bless children
in need across the world by filling shoes boxes with love, |
personal care items, school supplies and fun gifts and what a §
difference St. Patrick’s Primary School made to the appeal this
year.

We were overwhelmed by the response of 111 beautifully
wrapped and filled boxes.

Margaret from the Belleek Variety Store who worked with us on this ’
=

appeal was truly amazed by the generosity of the Derrygonnelly
Community.
We thank you all so very much.

This year our boxes will go to the Ukraine, Moldova, Albania, Malawi,
Ghana, the Balkans, Eastern Europe, Central Asia, West Africa, and the
Middle East. Wherever it goes, your box will let a boy or girl know
they are loved and cared for.

Holidays — Our school closes half day on Friday 19" of December at 12 noon.
School re-opens on the 5™ of January 2026. Children must come to school in full school
uniform on this day. If your child does not attend on the half day he/she will be marked absent.

Christmas Pantomimes December

P1 — P3 children will attend ‘Bo Peep's Christmas Mix Up’ in the Ardhowen
P4 — P7 children will attend ‘Beauty and the Beast’ in the Millennium Form.
See permission notes sent via our school website.

Christmas Dinner — will be served on Wednesday 3" of December. Price is £2.60.
This is a non-uniform day. Children are welcome to wear Christmas jumpers on this day or
alternatively green and red colours. We will also partake in the ‘Daily Mile Santa Style’.

Christmas Presents for Staff — No need for presents! There is absolutely no expectation for
any child to bring a gift, further supported by the ever increasing demands of society.
We are blessed to get to work with your child/ren, doing a job we love and getting paid for it.

Swimming — Will commence on Tuesday 6™ of January 2026 for P5 and P7 children.
More information will be sent via the usual permission / messaging system.

Admissions — Admissions to Primary One for September 2026 open on Wednesday 7t
January 2026 at noon. The process will close at noon on Wednesday 21t January 2026.
Applications after that will be considered late applications. The process will take place online
on the Education Authority website portal (www.eani.org.uk). To facilitate parents in making
an application, the school can offer assistance in this process. Please call the school Office to
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http://www.eani.org.uk/

make an appointment. Details of our admissions criteria for Primary One will be available on
the EA website from 10" December www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions.

We are holding an ‘Open Hour’ on the 11" December at 9.30am for anyone who wishes to visit
our beautiful school and meet our amazing staff, Spread the Word !!

Absence - It is important that children attend school daily unless feeling unwell. We are
working on a tiered system of absence which was issued from the Department of Education.
Children who are absent between 5% and 9.9% are considered ‘At Risk’ in their attendance.
This equates to 1 — 2 days per month.

= W o
To report an absence please complete the form on our school .;’AL‘E". 3:‘29 f:‘é
website. When you do this, you don’t need to phone the school e — A —
office. !
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lliness — Guidance on infection control by the Public Health Agency, outlines the recommended
periods of time that children should be kept away from school following illness. This is the
advice that we follow when issuing guidance to parents, and it recommends that children
should not return to school for a period of 48 hours from the last episode of vomiting or
diarrhoea. Please see our school website. https://www.stpatrickspsderrygonnelly.com/parents-
area/quidance-on-illness/

2pm and 3pm Home Time Collection— Thank you for your observance of getting out of your
vehicle to accompany your child to your vehicle.

Please can | encourage you to bring an umbrella for wet days and wait patiently until your child
is released from school. It is important staff have time to send your child/children home in the
interests of Child Protection. The safety of your child/children is paramount.

Easy Fundraising — Please, Please, Please... Can | ask you to sign up to
easyfundraising and raise FREE donations every time you shop online with
over 6,000 retailers, John Lewis, Argos, Amazon, eBay and many more are
waiting to give a free donation. Plus once you’ve signed up and raised £5 in
donations, easyfundraising will give us an extra £5 bonus donation!
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Sign up to support us here:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpatspsderrygonnelly/

Download the app (see image above) and then click on the app to order from your usual
retailers! Honestly it’s that simple! We currently have 39 supporters and have raised £542. 14
for our school. Each year we use this money to subsitaruse the cost of our Christmas
Pantomime/Show in the Ardhowen. Please share with your family and friends!
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http://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions
https://www.stpatrickspsderrygonnelly.com/parents-area/guidance-on-illness/
https://www.stpatrickspsderrygonnelly.com/parents-area/guidance-on-illness/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpatspsderrygonnelly/

(Principal)
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On behalf of the Staff and Board of Governors we wish all children, parents and carers
a very happy Christmas and best wishes for a healthy happy 2026.
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Thinking of Primary 1in September 20267

We welcome you {0 come {0 our Open HOUY on

THURSDAY 11™" DECEMBER

at 3:30 am

Come along and discover, what makes our school such a
special place for children to grow and learn...

o BRAND NEW Compu{er Suite

o Qutdoor Learning

e Child-centred learning

* S{ag and Plag - Afterschool ac{ivi{g (me‘Spm) dailg

More Information:

Phone Number: 028 6864 1358
Website: www.stpatrickspsderrygonnelly.com
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