
                       
                                             

 

        THANK YOU…         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Christmas performance 
was a huge success, the 

feedback from parents and 
friends of our school has 

been amazing. 
Once again, we would like to 

thank our wonderful 
Derrygonnelly Community 

for coming out and 
supporting our school. 

 
From the Raffle that night 
we have raised an amazing 

        £1675.50         
 

This money will be used to 
develop a “New Digging 

Area” outside for the 
children to play in. 

 
Thank you as always for 
making this possible. ☺ 
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SPECIAL DATES… 
 

Thursday 8th January 9.30am: St. Joseph’s College visit P6 
and P7 boys 

 

Thursday 8th January 11.00am: Erne Integrated College visit 
P6 and P7 children 

 

Wednesday 7th January: Applications for P1 admissions open 
(Sept 2026)  

The portal closes for applications to P1 on: 21st January 
2026) 

 

Monday 19th – 23rd January: Catholic Schools Week 
 Thursday 22nd January: Mass at 10am to celebrate 

Grandparents and Special Adult(s) in our lives.   
 

Saturday 24th January: SEAG Transfer Test Results, accessed 
via the SEAG Portal. 

 

Friday 30th January: P7 Grandparents / Special Adult will be 
invited to attend at 10am to make St. Brigid’s Crosses. 

 

Monday 2nd February: P7 Special Assembly @11am 
 

***** 
 

Every Monday: PE Coach P1 – P4  
Every Tuesday: P5 & P7 Swimming 

Every Wednesday for 10 weeks: Irish Lessons P1 – P7 
Every Thursday: P1 -P7 Mandarin 

Trad Thursday P3 – P7 
Every Friday: Violin with Mrs McAleer 

                         
SAVE THE DATES… 

Tuesday 21st April 2026: 

Cash for Clobber Collection 

Thursday 5th March 2026 @7pm: 

First Penance 

Saturday 25th April 2026 @11am: 

First Holy Communion 

Friday 1st May 2026 @ 6pm: 

Confirmation 

 
 

 



                       
                                             

New Year - Welcome back everyone and a Happy New Year to you all! 
 
Thank you – Huge words of appreciation to all staff who made a special effort to attend work 
last week and travel in unfavourable conditions. This made it possible for our school to remain 
open and thus continue the education of our children. Well done to you our parents for 
getting our children to school safely, it is greatly appreciated.  
 
Appointments – Please note when making appointments for your child(ren), ideally they 
should be made outside of school time where possible, thank you.  
 

Open Days/Nights for P7 Transfer Students (P6 children may wish to attend) - 
  

Saturday 14th January @ 10:30am: St. Joseph’s College, Enniskillen 
Thursday 15th January @ 7pm: Erne Integrated College, Enniskillen 
Thursday 15th January @ 7:30pm: St. Mary’s College, Irvinestown 
Wednesday 21st January @ 7pm: St. Fanchea’s College, Enniskillen 
Thursday 22nd January @ 7pm: Mount Lourdes Grammar School, Enniskillen 
Wednesday 28th January @ 7pm: Devenish College, Enniskillen 
Wednesday 28th January @ 7pm: St. Michael’s College, Enniskillen 
Thursday 29th January @ 6.30pm: Enniskillen Royal Grammar School, Enniskillen (Algeo Site) 
 

 

Admissions 2026 - for children applying to P1 (September 2026) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Uniform - Can I please commend everyone on how well the children are turned out. 

Well done everyone! A gentle reminder that school trousers, must be plain navy trousers, 

track suit bottoms. Leggings or trousers with logos/stripes are NOT acceptable. If trousers 

resemble leggings in any way, then they must not be worn.  

Remember to bring a coat to school and continue to bring your smile! ☺ 

 

Wednesday 7 January 2026 – at 

12 noon 

EA Connect opens for online applications for Primary 1. 

Wednesday 21 January 2026 – at 

12 noon 

EA Connect closes. Last date/time for punctual applications 

for Primary 1. 

Monday 26 January 2026 – by 

4pm 

Final date/time for late applications.  

Final date/time for Change of Preference in Exceptional 

Circumstances. 

Final date/time for documents in support of applications. 

Monday 23 March 2026 Parents/carers will receive application outcomes via email 

(where one is held)  

or by letter. 



                       
                                             

PE Coach / Mr Garrity – In Term 2, the children in classes P1, P2, P3 and P4 will avail of PE 
coaching by Mr Garrity (Fermanagh GAA). This will commence on Monday 12th January 2026. 
This year our PE coach is funded mainly by Derrygonnelly Harps. We thank The Harps sincerely 
for this invaluable sporting opportunity.   
 
 
Catholic Schools Week 2026 – 19th – 23rd January 2026. The week focuses on everyday faith 
through themes like prayer, family, love, service, and joy. "Catholic Schools – Normal Lives, 
Called to Holiness" inspired by Pope Francis' reflection on Blessed Carlo Acutis.  
On Thursday 22nd January, we hope to attend mass at 10am (provided there is no funeral) to 
celebrate our Grandparents/Special Adult(s) in our lives.  
 
 
School Meals Price Update - £3.10 per day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Irish – Following on from the ‘taster’ sessions of Irish lessons in our school last year, the 
children have requested to undertake Irish lessons which I am delighted to say, will take place 
on a Wednesday, commencing on 14th January for 10 weeks for all classes, P1 – P7. We 
welcome Miss Róisín McQuaid. Miss McQuaid is a Primary School Teacher. This initiative will 
be funded from money raised from our ‘Last Person Standing Competition’, see below.  
 

 
Swimming – Primary 5 and Primary 7 children. 
Commencing Tuesday 6th January 2026 – Tuesday 28th April 2026 (inclusive) 
(14 weeks/sessions) in the Share Centre Lisnaskea Pool 
 
On Tuesday 6th January, the children did not attend swimming due to the lack of available 
coaches at the Share Centre as a result of the weather. Mrs McGovern will refund one week 
of swimming in due course via the School Money app.  
 

 

 

 

 



                       
                                             

Special Assemblies – This school year we are hoping to do a special class assembly. Each child 

in the class leading the assembly may invite two family members to attend. Assembly will be 

at 11am with all children in the school attending. We expect the duration of the assembly to 

last 10 – 20 minutes. Photographs will be placed on the school website.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health and Well-being – The children on School Council (Mrs McAloon) have come up with 
some ideas to further enhance the ‘Health and Well-Being’ of the children in our school; 
 

*Mindfulness Monday  
*Talking Tuesday 
*Walking Wednesday 
*Thankful Thursday 
*Fitness and Fruit Friday 
 
Children in their own classes will undertake activities to fit with the theme of the day, a day a 
week for 5 consecutive weeks, commencing Monday 19th January, then Tuesday 27th January 
and so on.  
 
Here in St. Patrick’s Primary School we are concerned with the holistic development of our 
children. 
 
Healthy Eating - The school encourages healthy eating at breaktime and lunchtime. Sweets 
and fizzy drinks are not encouraged as they provide little food value to children. Some children 
are coming to school with little nutritional food value in their lunch boxes. Children may bring 
a water bottle to school daily.  
 
Behaviour - A high standard is expected from all children in the school. The staff has high 
expectations of everyone when it comes to behaviour inside and outside the classroom. If a 
child is disruptive in class, this disrupts their own learning but also impacts negatively on the 
learning of others. In such cases, a call will be made to parents to discuss the situation further 
and to ensure such disruption does not happen frequently.  
 

 

Save the date(s)… 

P7 Monday 2nd February 2026 

P1 Monday 30th March 2026 

P2 Monday 20th April 2026 

P3 Monday 27th April 2026 



                       
                                             

Absence - Please report pupil absenteeism via the school 
website/app. 
 

School NI App – if ‘permission’ is requested on the Schools NI app for 
your child re: snack / milk / afterschool club. The system will continue 
to request and send messages until a response is received.  
 
2pm and 3pm Home Time Collection– Thank you for your observance of 

getting out of your vehicle to accompany your child to your vehicle. 

Please continue to do so.  

 
 
Easy Fundraising – Please, Please, Please… Can I ask you to sign up to easyfundraising and 
raise FREE donations every time you shop online with over 6,000 retailers, John Lewis, Argos, 
Amazon, eBay and many more are waiting to give a free donation. Plus once you’ve signed up 
and raised £5 in donations, easyfundraising will give us an extra £5 bonus donation! Sign up 
to support us here: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpatspsderrygonnelly/  
Download the app (see image) and then click on the app to order from your 
usual retailers! Honestly it’s that simple! We currently have 44 supporters and 
have raised £563.44 for our school.  
 
Each year we use this money to subsidise the cost of our Christmas 
Pantomime (Derry/Belfast) and Show in the Ardhowen. Please share with your family and 
friends! 
 
 

Regular Diary Dates… 
 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

P1 – P4 with 

the PE coach: 

Mr Garrity  

P6 – PE 

 

P5 & P7 

Swimming 

 

P2 & P4 

Reading & 

Digital Buddies 

P2, P4, P6/7 – 

PE 

Irish Lessons 
(for 10 weeks: 

w/c 12th January) 

 
P1 & P6/7 

Reading & 

Digital Buddies 

P5/6 – PE 
 

P1 – P7 
Mandarin 

 
Trad Thursday 

 
P3 & P5/6 
Reading & 

Digital Buddies 
 

P1, P2, P3 – PE 

 

Violin with Mrs 

McAleer 

 

Golden Time 

 
In appreciation: 

Miss A. McGarrigle      
(Principal) 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpatspsderrygonnelly/


                       
                                             

 

 

 

Paypal details: 

info@stpatricksps.derrygonnelly.ni.sch.uk 

or using paypal.me/stppsdg and 

selecting ‘Friends and Family’ please. 

 

mailto:info@stpatricksps.derrygonnelly.ni.sch.uk

