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Principal: Mrs. Keira McCallan BA (Hons), PQH

Monday, Tst December, 2025.
Dear Parent/Guardian,

e December is the month of Generosity in our school. Pupils will be completing work
based on this value throughout the month. Please speak to your child at home
about the importance of this value. Check out our Values Display outside the Year
7 classroom.

e Qur Thinking Skill and Personal Capability for the month of December is
Being Creative. Please refer to your child’s Learning Support Sheet to see how you
can help at home. Check out our TS&PC Display outside the Year 3 classroom.

¢ Our Mindfulness Overview for December is now available to view on our school
website.

e Your child’s Learning Support Sheet for December will be available on our website
this week. Teachers will notify you by text when they are ready to be viewed.

e As you may be aware, our pupil numbers are the highest they have ever been and
with several straight classes now in place, multipurpose space in our school building
is very limited. To address this, we intend to secure an additional outdoor room
through fundraising. This space will provide vital flexibility and serve multiple
purposes, including space for: -

e Reading groups and small group learning sessions.

e The School Nurse

e The School Photographer

o Literacy and Numeracy booster sessions

e Exam preparation (including Transfer) and quiet study.
o Creative clubs and project work

e Choir Practice

e The Annual Book Fair

‘We learn to love and love to learn.’
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o Eco-Committee, School Council, Wellbeing Wonders, Digital Leader and
Playground Buddy meetings.

o STEM and hands-on learning workshops.

» Support from visiting agencies or external facilitators.

o Private, confidential meetings between staff and parents away from the
main school.

Having issued letters to local groups seeking support with this project, we are
delighted to inform you that we have secured two extremely kind and generous
donations from Eskra Parish Finance Committee (£10 000) and St. Macartan’s
Ladies GFC (£250), to date. On behalf of our pupils, staff, parents and the Board
of Governors, I would like to take this opportunity to thank both committees most
sincerely for their amazing support.

We believe this room will enrich the daily life of our pupils for years to come,
allowing us to better support their academic growth, wellbeing and extracurricular
activities. We hope to have our new multipurpose room in place early in the new
year.

We appreciate that other local groups that we have contacted may be waiting until
their next committee meeting to respond to our request and we thank them for their
support.

Homework for all classes has now ended until January. Pupils are asked to continue
to prepare for our school show next week.

Afterschools Multisport Sessions for this term will end on Wednesday, 10th
December. Sessions will be paused during winter to help preserve the pitch and will
resume at the start of March.

Our last Nature Rangers sessions for this term will take place this week. Thank you
to our staff for giving our children this wonderful opportunity. We will resume
sessions on the week beginning 2nd March, 2026. Further information will be sent
out in February.

Please note that there won’t be a Christmas Draw this year due to the school show
taking place this year. Instead, there will be an opportunity to purchase tickets for a
raffle (with lots of amazing prizes) and programs priced at £5 each at the shows
next week.

Parents of pupils in Year 1 and Year 2.

We ask that all pupils in Year 1/2 stay in school until 3pm on Thursday, 4th and
Friday, 5Sth December to prepare for the school show.

‘We learn to love and love to learn.’



e Parents of pupils in Years 5, 6 and 7.
Bready Ulster Scots will be coming into our school on Wednesday, 3rd December
to deliver their Ceili-Ceilidh Project. We look forward to learning and performing
some traditional dances with them.

Staff from Fintona Credit Union will be coming into school on Tuesday, 2™
December to collect any savings books and monies. Please make sure that your
child has any money that they would like to deposit and their savings book with
them to school on Tuesday.

Our Boys’ and Girls’ Cross Country Teams will be travelling to Castlederg
tomorrow to participate in Round 2 of Flahavan’s Cross Country Event. We wish
them all good luck.

e Qur Christmas Dinner for pupils and staff is planned for Friday, 12th December.
As usual, school will close at 12.45pm on that day. The cost per pupil for
Christmas dinner is £2.60. Pupils and staff are invited to dress up in their
Christmas Clobber e.g., Christmas jumper/dress. There will be a prize for the most
creative festive fashion. Participation is free.

e Parents of pupils in Year Four:
The Sacrament of the Eucharist (First Holy Communion) will take place on

Saturday, 16th May, 2026 @ 12.00pm in St. Patrick’s Church, Eskra. Everyone
is welcome.

e Parents of pupils in Year Seven:
The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place on Saturday, 28th March, 2026
in St. Patrick’s Church, Clogher @ 11am. Bishop Lawrence Duffy will be
celebrating the sacrament with us. We look forward to seeing you there.

e Please see an important poster on our school website from the Public Health
Agency entitled Do I Need To Keep My Child Off School?

Yours sincerely,
Keira McCallan

Mrs. Keira McCallan (Principal)
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