ST. PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, ESKRA

171, Newtownsaville Road,
Eskra,
Omagh,

Co Tyrone.
BT78 2RJ

Phone: 028 82 841067

Fax: 028 82 841067

email: info@stpatrickseskra.omagh.ni.sch.uk
www.stpatrickspseskra.co.uk

Principal: Mrs. Keira McCallan BA (Hons), PQH

Monday, 5th January, 2026.
Dear Parent/Guardian,

e Welcome back everyone. I hope that you had a relaxing Christmas and that
Santa was good to you all. I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a
happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

e [ would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Miss. Niamh Devine who
got engaged to Mr. Pat Bradley over the Christmas holidays. We wish them both
a long, happy and healthy future together.

e Mr. Darragh Maguire will be completing teaching practice with Mrs. Mullin
and our Year 3 pupils until 6™ March. We welcome him and we wish him every
happiness and success.

e January is the month of Honesty. Pupils will be learning about the importance of
telling the truth. They will be completing work based on this theme throughout the
month of January. Check out our Values Display outside the Year 7 classroom.

e Our Thinking Skill and Personal Capability focus for January is Working
With Others at home and at school. Please refer to your child’s Learning Support
Sheet for January to see ways that you can help at home. Check out our TS&PC
Display outside the Year 3 classroom.

e Our Mindfulness Overview for January will be available to view on our school
website tomorrow.

e Your child’s Learning Support Sheet for January will be available on our
website this week. Teachers will notify you by text when they are ready to be

viewed.

e Afterschool Multisport Sessions with Mr. O’Brien are paused during winter to
help preserve the pitch and will resume at the start of March.
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Our Nature Rangers sessions will resume on the week beginning 2nd March,
2026. Further information will be sent out in February.

As you may be aware, as part of EA’s measures to save money, the price of a
school meal for a paying pupil will increase by 50p, as of 1st January, 2026. As
a result, dinner will cost £3.10 per pupil, per day. The increase will have no
impact on those children entitled to free school meals.

Please note that Milk for Term 2 is £8 per pupil.

Following the huge success of our school production, Spellbound, before
Christmas, I am delighted to inform you that drama with Brian McMahon from
BDramatic will continue this term every Wednesday for 11 weeks, commencing
on 7th January and concluding on 25th March. The charge will be £15 per
child. Please send the money into school in a money wallet labelled Drama by
16th January. For families with 3 or more children, a reduced total charge
of £40 per family applies this term.

An important consultation letter regarding our school's core values was sent out,
both in paper form and electronically prior to Christmas. This consultation exercise
should only take a few moments to complete. Please complete the form by Friday,
qth January. Thank you to those parents who have already responded.

For the months of January and February, pupils in Year 1/2 are asked to wear
their full school uniform on a Monday and Tuesday and to wear their PE
uniform from Wednesday to Friday (inclusive). Pupils in Year 3 and Year 4
are asked to wear their full school uniform on a Monday and to wear their PE
uniform from Tuesday to Friday (inclusive). Pupils in Years 5 — 7 are to wear
their PE uniform all week.

Applications For A Year One Place - September 2026.

EA Connect will open for applications to Year One (September 2026) on
Wednesday, 7* January, 2026 at 12 noon and will close at 12noon on
Wednesday, 21* January, 2026.

Please use the link below to access EA Connect:

https://connect.eani.org.uk/parent

Parents of pupils in Years 3 - 7:

Afterschool Multisport on Tuesday with AB Coaching will resume on
Tuesday, 13th January for 10 weeks at a reduced rate of £3 per session. To
book a place for your child/children, please click on the link below:

www.abcoaching.ie
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Parents of pupils in Years 5, 6 and 7.
Ryan Keenan (Tyrone GAA) will be delivering coaching to pupils in Years 5 - 7
during school on a Monday afternoon, starting on Monday, 12th January.

Hurling sessions have now ended.

Parents of Pupils in Year 6 and Year 7:
St. Ciaran’s College, Ballygawley are hosting their Open Night on
Thursday, 15th January, 2026 @ 7pm.

Drumragh Integrated College, Omagh are hosting their Open Night on
Thursday, 15th January, 2026. Registration is from 6pm.

CBS Omagh’s Open Day will take place on Saturday, 17th January @
10am.

Loreto Grammar School’s Open Night will take place on Thursday, 22nd
January. Registration is from 6pm.

Information regarding the Open Night for Sacred Heart College, Omagh to
follow.

Parents of pupils in Year Four:
The Sacrament of Penance (First Confession) will take place on Thursday, 5t
March, 2026 in St. Patrick’s Church, Eskra at 7pm.

The Sacrament of the Eucharist (First Holy Communion) will take place on
Saturday, 16th May, 2026 @ 12.00pm in St. Patrick’s Church, Eskra.
Everyone is welcome.

Parents of pupils in Year Seven:
A Service of Light, in preparation for Confirmation, will take place on Thursday,
19th March, 2026 in St. Patrick’s Church, Eskra @ 7pm. Pupils are asked to

bring their Baptismal Candle to the service.

A Confirmation Practice will take place on Sunday, 22nd March, 2026 @
5pm in St. Patrick’s Church, Clogher.

The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place on Saturday, 28th March,
2026 in St. Patrick’s Church, Clogher @ 11am. Bishop Lawrence Duffy will
be celebrating the sacrament with us. We look forward to seeing you there.

Year 7 pupils will be starting their Swimming Programme (8 sessions) on

Monday, 19th January at Omagh Leisure Complex. Pupils will travel by bus
and will be accompanied by two members of staff. The cost per pupil is £45. This
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amount will cover the cost of the swimming lessons and the cost of the bus. Please
send the money in a marked money wallet by Monday, 19th January. Please
complete the permission slip and the Health History Questionnaire sent home
before Christmas and return them to school as soon as possible, if you haven’t
already done so.

EA Connect will open on Tuesday, 27" January, 2026 at 12 noon and will
close on Thursday, 19+ February, 2026 at 12 noon for Year 8 Post Primary
Applications.

Please use the link below to access EA Connect:

https://connect.eani.org.uk/parent

Yours sincerely,
Keira McCallan

Mrs. Keira McCallan (Principal)
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