ST. PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, ESKRA

171, Newtownsaville Road,
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Co Tyrone.

BT78 2RJ

Phone: 028 82 841067

Fax: 028 82 841067
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Principal: Mrs. Keira McCallan BA (Hons), PQH

Monday, 2nd February, 2026.
Dear Parent/Guardian,

e February is the month of Forgiveness. Pupils will be learning about the
importance of forgiving themselves and others. They will be completing work based
on this theme throughout the month of February. Check out the display of pupils’
work outside the Year 7 classroom.

e Our Thinking Skill and Personal Capability focus for February is Self-
Management at home and at school. Please refer to your child’s Learning Support
Sheet for February to see how you can help at home. Check out our TS&PC
display outside the Year 3 classroom to see what pupils have been learning.

e Our Mindfulness Overview for February is available now to view on our school
website.

e Your child’s Learning Support Sheet for February will be available on our
website shortly. Teachers will notify you by text when they are ready to be viewed.

e Tomorrow is the Feast Day of St. Blaise. Canon McGahan will be visiting our
school to bless throats. Saturday, 14th February is the Feast Day of
St. Valentine. Pupils will be learning about these saints in school this week.

e Safer Internet Day is on Tuesday, 10th February when school is closed for Mid
— Term Break so we will be participating in related activities tomorrow instead.
The theme this year is Smart tech, safe choices — Exploring the safe and
responsible use of Al. Please check out the following website for further
information: www.saferinternet.org.uk

e Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week. The theme this year is This Is
My Place. Teachers will be completing age-appropriate activities with pupils based
on this important theme during the week. Please check out the following website for
further information.

‘We learn to love and love to learn.’
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www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk

Please read below messages from the School Council:

Our school has been fortunate in securing funding from Fermanagh and Omagh
District Council to the value of £602.86 as part of a food-related initiative to
alleviate food insecurity amongst pupils in schools. It is therefore planned that, for
the next number of Tuesdays, commencing Tuesday, 17 February, each class
will provide their pupils with a range of healthy snacks, drinks and breakfast treats
at snack time. There will therefore be no requirement to send a snack in with your
child on a Tuesday until further notice.

The School Council are planning a Cake Sale for Monday, 23 February held
in Eskra Community Centre’s Hall from 10.00am.

Any food donations towards the cake sale would be greatly appreciated and are to
be brought into school on the morning of Monday, 23 February.

Each class will have the opportunity to visit the Cake Sale. Pupils are asked to bring
money into school on the day of the cake sale if they want to purchase items.
Parents, grandparents, family members and friends are welcome. All proceeds are in
aid of Grovehill Animal Trust who delivered an assembly to the children earlier
this year.

The Department of Education notified all schools on 30.01.26 that they are
offering two additional School Development Days this academic year, one this
term and one in term 3, for schools to engage with DENI's TransformED
Programme. As a consequence, our school will now be closed to pupils on
Wednesday, 18™ March, 2026 and Tuesday, 5t May, 2026. Please see an
updated school closure list on our school website.

Parents of pupils in Year Four:
The Sacrament of Penance (First Confession) will take place on Thursday, 5th
March, 2026 in St. Patrick’s Church, Eskra at 7pm.

The Sacrament of the Eucharist (First Holy Communion) will take place on
Saturday, 16th May, 2026 @ 12.00pm in St. Patrick’s Church, Eskra.
Everyone is welcome.

Parents of pupils in Year 6:

Mr. O’Brien and I will be delivering a Year 6 Transition Information Session
for Parents on Thursday, 19th February @ 7.00pm. The aim of this session
will be to inform parents of current and proposed arrangements to aid and support
pupils’ transition from Year 6 into Year 7, to provide appropriate information for
parents to help them make an informed decision regarding their child’s participation
in preparation for and completion of the Transfer Test, to outline support provided
by school and how parents can help their child at home. This session will be
beneficial to all Year 6 parents.

‘We learn to love and love to learn.’
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e Parents of pupils in Year 6 and Year 7:
Good luck to pupils from Year 6/7 who have been selected to represent our school
at the Credit Union Quiz on Friday, 6th February in Fintona Golf Club @
7pm.

e Parents of pupils in Years 5, 6 and 7.
Ryan Keenan (Tyrone GAA) is pausing his coaching sessions with pupils in
Years 5 — 7 until the summer term. We will notify you when he is to return.

e Parents of pupils in Year Seven:
A Confirmation Information Evening for parents of pupils in Year 7 has been
arranged for Thursday, 19th February @ 6.30pm. All Year 7 parents are
welcome to attend.

A Service of Light, in preparation for Confirmation, will take place on Thursday,
19th March, 2026 in St. Patrick’s Church, Eskra @ 7pm. Pupils are asked to
bring their Baptismal Candle to the service.

A Confirmation Practice will take place on Sunday, 22nd March, 2026 @
5pm in St. Patrick’s Church, Clogher.

The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place on Saturday, 28th March,
2026 in St. Patrick’s Church, Clogher @ 11am. Bishop Lawrence Duffy will
be celebrating the sacrament with us. We look forward to seeing you there.

Good luck to pupils from Year 7 who have been selected to represent our school
at the Road Safety Quiz on Thursday, 5th February in the Killyhevlin
Hotel, Enniskillen @ 10am.

EA Connect opened on Tuesday, 27" January, 2026 at 12 noon and will
close on Thursday, 19t February, 2026 at 12 noon for Year 8 Post Primary
Applications.

Please use the link below to access EA Connect: https://connect.eani.org.uk/parent

e Our school will be closed from Monday, 9th February to Friday, 13th
February (inclusive) for Mid - Term Break. Pupils are asked to return to school
on Monday, 16th February at the usual time.

Yours sincerely,
Keira McCallan

Mrs. Keira McCallan (Principal)

‘We learn to love and love to learn.’
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