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Our Aspiration
At Tempo Primary School we pride ourselves in having a caring, happy school where all children are valued. We create a culture of achievement, improvement and ambition, whereby pupils achieve to the best of their ability. Individual talents and skills are recognised and developed to enable each child to experience success to become achievers to the highest possible standard in academic, sporting, social, cultural, moral and spiritual terms.


Policy Statement
We are a Dyslexia Friendly School, and believe that dyslexia friendly methods benefit all children, not only those with dyslexic tendencies but also those with delayed literacy skills. We recognise that a child’s self-esteem and confidence goes hand in hand with successful learning, and we promote dyslexia to be seen as a learning difference and discuss positive role models with our children.


Definition
There are many different definitions of dyslexia. In Tempo Primary, we use the British Psychological Society’s definition: ‘Dyslexia is evident when accurate and fluent reading and/or spelling develops very incompletely or with great difficulty. This focuses on literacy learning at the word level and implies that the problem is severe and persistent despite appropriate learning opportunities.’

The Rose report in 2009 gave this description of dyslexia which has been adopted by the British Dyslexia Association: ‘Dyslexia is a learning difficulty that primarily affects the skills involved in accurate and fluent word reading and spelling.’





Dyslexic tendencies
Dyslexic tendencies occur in people of all backgrounds and of all abilities. Children with dyslexia may experience other difficulties with:

· Working memory
· Processing and retrieving words and information
· Phonological awareness
· Sequencing or rote learning
· Auditory or visual memory
· Spatial awareness
· Direction – left and right
· Organisation
· Coordination / Motor Skills

However, if those with milder forms of dyslexia are identified early and given the opportunity to learn in the way that they learn best, they may cease to experience difficulties. The skills and strategies which dyslexic children need in order to learn can be taught.


Teaching Strategies
As a school, we believe that dyslexia friendly teaching styles will benefit the learning of all pupils and not just those with dyslexic tendencies. Strategies that are good for the dyslexic learner are good for everyone. No two dyslexic children are alike and the difficulties they experience may vary greatly. Therefore, our teaching styles must reflect children’s differing needs. These may include:

· exploring a wide range of recording styles for children
· use of a wide range of practical and multi-sensory activities
· use of ICT to aid recording, such as I-pads, microphones, laptops 
· use of ICT to help develop phonic and reading knowledge, such as e-books and specific dyslexia centred software
· use of pictorial cues
· use of visual timetables
· use of our marking policy which includes symbols alongside/in place of the written word

In order to increase the confidence and enjoyment of learning for a dyslexic child, we employ a range of methods, including:

· use of reading books that are at an age appropriate interest level, whilst being at the correct reading level for the individual child
· use of precision teaching to help improve sound and word recognition
· use of speed reading techniques to improve reading fluency and word recognition

(See Literacy Policy / Mathematics and Numeracy Policy for further details)





Dyslexia Friendly Classrooms
We aim to maintain a dyslexia friendly environment for all children and adults, and adopt the principles set out by the British Dyslexia Association. Our classrooms are tidy and well organised, appropriately lit, and well-ventilated to provide a comfortable learning environment. Arrangements are also in place to ensure that dyslexic children:

· sit in an appropriate place
· have clearly labelled resources, which use pictures and symbols as well as words
· have water readily available throughout the day
· use reading rulers or colour tinted overlays where appropriate
· have a range of dyslexia friendly resources ready at hand, such as: rainbow arcs, word lists, spelling and handwriting prompts
· have appropriate access to ICT equipment 
· have access to informative displays: including word lists and topic vocabulary, photographs and pictures


Staff Training
Our school staff have participated in the SEN CPD Literacy Programme and have received Dyscalculia training (using BDA resources). The Principal and  LSC hold a PGCE (ATS) qualification in Teaching Children with Dyslexic-type Difficulties and are proficient at carrying out Pen Portraits and delivering specialist support programmes (such as Alpha to Omega). The  LSC holds a CCET (RQTU) qualification, which enables us to carry out specialist testing at individual and group level. We achieved our Dyslexia Friendly Quality Mark, from the British Dyslexia Association, in March 2023.


Identification of Dyslexic tendencies
At Tempo Primary School, all teachers are responsible for identifying dyslexic tendencies in children. We use a wide range of assessment methods, and have a number of rigorous pupil tracking and monitoring procedures in place. If a teacher is concerned they can:

· consult with parents
· speak with the  LSC
· complete the BDA ‘dyslexia’ or ‘dyscalculia’ checklist
· refer to the BDA Dyslexia Friendly Schools handbook

In some cases, where the parents, class teacher and  LSC feel it is appropriate, further tests may be carried out. For example:

· New Non-Reading Intelligence Test (NNRIT)
· Wide Range Intelligence Test (WRIT)
· Working Memory Rating Scale (WMRS)
· Dyscalculia Screener (GL Assessment)
· Dyslexia Portfolio (GL Assessment)
· Diagnostic Reading Assessment (DRA)

Outcomes from tests are shared with parents and used to inform planning and target setting to support the child’s individual needs. Outcomes may also be shared with external agencies to support referrals (see SEN Policy).


Assessment and marking
Teachers and staff are constantly tracking and monitoring pupil progress.
When marking work, teachers and staff are mindful of managing the needs and self-esteem of dyslexic children. They may only make a limited number of corrections on a piece of work. Where appropriate, staff will try to give verbal feedback as well as written feedback. Where a child has known difficulties or dyslexic tendencies, teachers will exercise sensitivity in their marking of spellings particularly. 


Partnership with Parents
At Tempo Primary, we recognise the role of parental support in helping a child overcome any dyslexic barriers to learning. During regular meetings with parents, teachers share strategies to help support their children’s learning development at home. The  LSC holds Parent Workshops at the start of each academic year, outlining provision for children with learning difficulties and the systems we have in place for liaising with parents and external agencies (see SEN policy). We also have an ‘open door policy’, where parents are welcome to discuss their concerns with the class teacher or LSC at any time.
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