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Staff at Strathfoyle Nursery School provide a welcoming warm and safe environment for all parents and their children. We recognise that Parents are the experts on their own child and are their child’s first educators. At this stage of a child’s life parents will know their child’s strengths and areas for development, they have vital and endless information which will assist school staff in ensuring the child’s needs can best be met.

It is essential that good two-way communication with parents is established at a very early stage, long before the child starts school and this we aim to strive for. This two-way link is vital and of significant benefit for the building of strong relationships with parents. We continue to further develop this relationship as the year progresses for the mutual benefit of the child, sharing information relevant to the child’s development and learning. 

Staff at Strathfoyle Nursery School have opportunities to verbally communicate with parents through:
· A tour/visit to Nursery (prior to Application)
· Initial visit to the Nursery School for both parent and child (Stay and Play afternoon in May/ early June.) This is an opportunity to meet all the staff, spend time playing in their new environment alongside other parents and children.  Ms Fox (Principal) leads an induction talk with all parents – sharing of information.

· Home visit (all special needs and others who request.)
· During the first few weeks, parents are made welcome to phone if they are anxious about their child.

· Opportunities to discuss any issues or concerns at the beginning and end of each school day, at drop off and collection times or by telephone to accommodate working parents.
· Regular updates- informal and formal meetings regarding child’s development and progress throughout the year (Observation, Assessment and Record Keeping Policy.)
· Informing parents of anything, which affects them or their children.

· School Nativity play.

· Parenting Talks and Information meetings, Curriculum Evening and events (See Appendix 1 for timetable of Getting Ready to Learn Programmes.)
· Annual Governors Report Meeting.

· Parent meetings- twice a year (Settling In- October, Pupil Profile Reports- Feb/ March) and more regular for IEP or PLP, Risk Management/ Medical Care plan reviews.
· Social Events- fund raising.

The teaching staff will tell parents promptly about any concerns relating to their child and respond sensitively to any concern raised by parents.

Strathfoyle Nursery School keeps parents well informed, written communication will take the following forms:
· School Prospectus, School Booklet and initial letter to start school.

· Monthly Newsletter: Areas of the curriculum, themes being developed during the month.        
Activities which will take place, Visitors to the school, Songs and rhymes to learn.  Dates for parents to be aware of (meetings, special events for the children and for parents.) Separate Eco Schools Newsletters every month.

· Letters for various events, visits from outside agencies, Parent Meetings, social events.  

· Parents Notice Board, Child Protection Board, Weekly News in each entrance area. Monthly health notice, monthly themes, details of local events, recent letters to parents, school initiatives, safety issues, meetings, Child Protection telephone numbers.  

· Policies available for all parents to read - Entrance Hall.

· School Pamphlets e.g. School Child Protection Policy for Parents, Early Language Tips. 

· Annual Governors Report to Parents

· Leaflets for parents linking to the theme of the month, e.g. Healthy Eating, Fire Safety.

Each child has their own named tray, which is the postal link for all parents from school.

During the Induction process, Parents will be required to complete the following forms:
· Enrolment Form

· Medical / Allergies Form (Administration of Medicine Policy)
· Medicine Form, if necessary (Administration of Medicine Policy)                  

· Speech and Language Consent Form, for pupils with Speech and Language difficulties.

· Toileting and Changing Clothes Consent Form (Intimate Care Policy)
· Child Collection Sheet (Child Protection Policy)
· Photograph Consent Form (Child Protection Policy) inc. Use on Class Dojo
· Educational Visits/School Trips Consent Form (Educational Visits Policy)
· A copy of the Child Protection and Safeguarding overview and Positive Behaviour Policy is distributed and signed on receipt.

Parental Participation
All parents are encouraged to be actively involved in various aspects within the classroom and school life. All parental involvement in school life is of great benefit to all associated with the school but particularly the pupils and is greatly appreciated by the school staff and Governors.
We encourage parents to support the children’s learning by:

· Assisting and enhancing the various themes- parents using professional skills or special interests e.g. Physiotherapist, Radiographer, Doctor, Vet, Dentist, Farmer, Musician, Hairdresser. 
· Volunteering using practical skills- helping in the garden, art activities, preparing snack.

· Assisting on trips- Forest School, Benone Beach.
· Encouraging their children to participate in finding and contributing items for the various classroom topics, displays and interest areas throughout the year e.g. Bringing in something for the autumn table, donate plastic bottle tops to make wind mobiles, supplying ‘junk’ materials for creative activities and dressing-up items.
· Becoming representatives on the Board of Governors- being able to express their views and those of other parents.
· Assisting with fund raising ventures- Charity Coffee Morning / Rhymeathon.
· Sharing and enjoying the school story bags and sacks together each week (school lending library.)
· Becoming involved with school development projects- Donate old pans/kitchen utensils for mud kitchen/music zone, development of outdoor area

· Linking with the Community- assisting with the distribution of ‘Harvest Baskets’ to the elderly in the local estate.
· Link with their own child’s Class Dojo portfolio.
Throughout the school year the following professionals are available to talk to parents and children
· Road Safety Officer

· Librarian

· Speech and Language Therapist

· Educational Psychologist

· PSNI

Class Dojo
Parent talks, courses and events associated with the Getting Ready to Learn initiative which extend and develop parent’s knowledge and understanding of their child’s learning and development are organised throughout the year and take on different themes in response to the needs of the children on a yearly basis. Examples of events that take place are outlined below:
· Welcome Afternoon/ Evening - a fun, practical hands on afternoon/evening where parents participate in similar activities to the children- staff highlight the learning opportunities and answer questions about the Pre School Curriculum and early days at nursery.
· Positive Parenting Course (7 weeks), facilitated by Surestart depending on uptake - an opportunity for parents to come to-gether, through discussion identify and work through positive measures to assist in their child’s development. The course is full of practical and very realistic ideas/strategies.It is also a wonderful opportunity for parents to get to know each other informally.

· Pre School Language talks and events- an opportunity for parents to find out about further developing their child’s language skills through fun and practical means. Various speakers are brought along to talk about- the importance and value of books, using everyday tasks to help your child learn, making TIME for your child, encouraging your child to be independent and develop their confidence.
· Links to Getting Ready to Learn Big Bedtime Read events and Extended School speech and Language support and provision.

· Getting Ready to Learn- Happy Healthy Kids/Education works at Pre School
Parents are invited to our Physical Development/Early Mathematical Development curriculum sessions. Staff promote a healthy lifestyle, through developing parents’ knowledge and understanding of fine and gross motor skills and healthy eating in a practical, informative session. Parents take home Happy Healthy Kids packs to try out and enjoy with their child. Parents have the opportunity with staff to engage in practical hands on early mathematical activities further building their awareness of early maths concepts with practical suggestions of how to further support their child at home. They also are invited to come along to stay and play tabletop sessions over a 6- week period.
Strathfoyle Nursery School also has access to locally held courses in the Women’s Activity Centre, St. Oliver Plunkett Primary School and the local library that parents are signposted to 
The staff of Strathfoyle Nursery School will ensure that parents are encouraged to play a very important role in the life of the Nursery School.

The effectiveness of this policy will be evaluated by the ongoing support and benefits gained from the day to day parental involvement. The Policy will be reviewed when the changing needs of the school environment require it (School Development Plan.)
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Strathfoyle Nursery School
Getting Ready to Learn Programme

	June
	Induction Day – Education works in Pre-School

	September
	Welcome Meeting for Parents

· Pre-School Curriculum

· Happy Healthy Kids

	October
	Happy Healthy Kids Packs
Nursery Rhyme Packs – Home (Sept/Oct)

Story Bag – Lending Library – Home (Oct – Easter)



	November
	Big Bedtime Read – SNS PJ Day

	Dec/Jan
	Continue with Story Bag Lending Library

	February
	Story Sack Workshop

Big Bedtime Read 2

Story Sack - Lending

	March
	Parent/Children Stay and Play Table top Sessions

	April
	Parent/Children Stay and Play Table top Sessions

	May/June
	Early Language/Maths Home lending 
Parent/Children Physical Development Session - Sports Day


