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Strathfoyle Nursery School
Observation, Assessment and Recording Policy
The staff at Strathfoyle Nursery recognises that the observing and recording of children’s learning will ensure that strengths and weaknesses of each child are identified and further progress will be achieved.

The recording of each child’s learning will also enable staff to –

· value each child for their own abilities

· provide opportunities for each child to demonstrate what they know, understand and can do.

· develop each child’s confidence and self-esteem by appreciating and praising what they can do.

· Take account of the need for progression, reinforcement and challenging play

            [Planning]

· encourage each child to develop to the best of his/her abilities (and strive harder).

· identify areas of difficulty which some children will encounter and give them 


      the appropriate support to progress forward – planning accordingly.

· identify the child who needs more challenging and stimulating play  - 


      planning accordingly.

· share information, interests and progress of each child with parents, school 

            staff, other professionals.[eg:- Educational Psychologist, Physiotherapist, Speech and                
      Language Therapist] and other relevant agencies.

· review and evaluate current school planning and practice and help formulate progression in learning to inform future medium term/ short term planning. This will
            ensure that each and every child’s needs are being fully addressed. 
· create a foundation and begin to develop skills for lifelong learning. Children to be encouraged to identify their own learning and be independent thinkers.

· [Information – will be shared with parents and with the Primary schools [Pupil Profile Transition Record to Parents and Primary school]
Observations of each child will be carried out in the following manner – 

1. Initial information from parents before the child starts school when enrolment forms are returned
2. Initial visit to the school with parents during an open day/afternoon in Term 3 prior to starting school in the new school year. Initial observations from small group ‘Stay and Play’ visit with parental contribution.
3. Home visits are offered for newcomer pupils and pupils who display Special Educational Needs. Parents will be able to share additional information about the day to day needs of their child.
4. Initial observations during the first few days relating to how the child has ‘settled in’ to Nursery School. Concerns/difficulties identified.
5. Regular observations of PSED, Language and Physical Development and other areas of learning continue until the Halloween break which are evaluated and shared with parents at this time. 
6. Observations of individual children are gathered over time through a balance of child initiated and adult led activities in their ‘Teacher Helper’ role. Alongside this, ongoing spontaneous and focused observations take place using post it notes, observation sheets, photographic evidence and samples of work. 
7. Regular staff discussion takes place daily to share information in building up children’s profiles and planning for next steps in learning. Play provision is further evaluated alongside learning intentions to inform short term planning. Time is allocated weekly to the collating of observations as part of the curriculum management process. After the Halloween break this allocation of time is used for assessing and planning next steps in a focused approach. 
8. Valuable information from parents and professional agencies is sought and is an ongoing source which helps us as a staff to ensure that we fully understand each child.
9. Mid –year pupil profile assessment reports on all six areas of the curriculum is discussed with parents in a detailed meeting at the end of February/beginning of March. Areas of strength are identified and areas for development shared. Together home and school work closely to support the child where difficulties are experienced. 
10. Observations and assessing of children’s learning continues, with particular focus on targeted areas and further liaison with parents as required.
11. Regular completion of the pupil profile assessment reports which informs the Pre School Transition Record completed in June is shared with parents and the child’s new teacher in Primary 1.
Observations and Assessments
[The aim of Strathfoyle Nursery School is to ensure the development of the whole child, providing each child with knowledge and skills for life and the ability to be active learners]
Regular observations in a variety of situations will reinforce the knowledge of all staff that young children are highly skilled and enthusiastic learners. At this stage of their development they are like ‘Magnets’ attracting a broad range of experiences and knowledge to their ever enquiring minds.
Our observations and assessments are gathered systematically using a range of techniques during our day to day contact with children. We begin to build up a picture of a child’s strengths and areas for development right from the beginning of the school year until the child moves on to Primary School.

Observations will take place when – 
· children are interacting with their peers
· children are interacting with staff
· children are involved in a wide range of play activities
· children take care of themselves, their peers, resources, materials, plants and animals
· children are involved in solitary, parallel or group play
· children are showing their levels of independence and self esteem
· children are facing new challenges
· children are investigating and solving problems
Observations will cover all six areas of development 

· Personal, Social and Emotional 
· Language
· Early Mathematical Experiences
· Physical
· The Arts
· World Around Us

Throughout the year additional evidence will be gained from examples of work, photographs paintings/ drawings which are collated into the child’s end of year Nursery Book.
Children who have Special Educational Needs will have a higher level of observations and these will link closely with the targets set in their personal learning plan (PLP) or individual education plan (IEP) following current SEN legislation.
Reporting Pupil’s Progress to Parents

Opportunities will be available on a daily basis, at the beginning and end of each day for informal discussion with parents regarding their child.

1. A ‘Settling In’ discussion with each parent will take place in October. The purpose of this update is to update parents how their child has settled into Strathfoyle Nursery School and identify any parental concerns.

2. Planned formal discussion on the pupil profile assessment with parents [individual meetings arranged late February/early March].This is an opportunity to clearly identify each child’s strengths and areas for development. A joint approach with both school staff and parents will further support the child in these areas.
3. Table top sessions where parents stay and play with their child and have the opportunity to have informal discussions with teachers.

4. Opportunities to discuss Pre School Transition Records are provided and given to parents  [Early – Mid June] 
The various planned meetings will be organised in advance and suitable arrangements will

be made to accommodate all parents.

The information in the pupil profile and the Transition details will be discussed with Primary 1 teachers, when they visit the Nursery School as part of the Transition Policy during June.
Parents who have children on the Special Educational Needs Register will have more planned meetings [6 – 8 weeks].  These meetings will be to update parents on the progress of their child, share information and decide on further targets.

· discuss the child’s progress relating to the previous targets set in his/her personal learning plan (PLP) or individual education plan (IEP), and listen to parents’ comments on progress or difficulties which the child has at home.

· set further targets and strategies taking into account the specific additional needs the child may have eg Statement 

· Complete the Annual Statement Review [with other professionals] in Feb/March 
Throughout the year should any pupil show evidence of having significant difficulties in any area of their development a meeting with parents will be arranged to discuss the difficulty.  From this meeting further planning will take place with parents to address the child’s needs.

This policy will be reviewed in line with the policy schedule and where the need occurs for example in response to the cohort of children ie Penultimate children and as new initiatives relating to planning, observing, assessing and recording of children’s progress are introduced.
