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Parent / Teacher Interviews:
Just a little reminder that school will finish next week (Monday 10™ — Thursday 13 November) at
2.00p.m. for all pupils to facilitate Parent / Teacher interviews. Thank you.

There will be no Craft, Dance, French, Brazilian Soccer, Hockey or Maiden City Soccer next week.

Halloween Disco:

Many thanks to you for turning the children out so well to our Halloween events held during the last
few days of October. The children all looked amazing and the time and effort it took to have them
looking spooky and scary was remarkable. A fantastic amount of £217.95 was raised.

Also, a little reminder that if you are doing any online shopping, especially coming up to the Festive
season, please remember our Easy fundraising app or even better still, enable the automatic donation
feature when purchasing items on the internet. The PTA will benefit at no extra expense to you.

Remembrance Assembly/Poppy Appeal:
There will be a Remembrance assembly in school on Tuesday 11t November. We will discuss the
importance of remembrance and focus on the themes of service and peace and reconciliation.

Thank you to all of you who have supported the Royal British Legion’s Poppy appeal in school. Once
we know the total raised from your donations to the Poppy Appeal, | will pass this on to you.

Kids’ Forum / Prefects:

Each school year, the pupils from P4 to P7 elect a boy and a girl from their class to act as
representatives on the “Kids’ Forum.” This is a democratically elected group of pupils who represent
their peers and enable pupils to become partners in their own education, making a positive
contribution to the school environment and ethos. The following pupils were elected for the 2025/2026
school year:

PAG/H: Jenson-Lee Barnett & Darcie Culbert;

P4B/H: Elijah Baird & Abbie McElhatton;

P5M/H: Rory Allen & Eirwen McDaid;

P6D: Victoria Akinrinsola & Joel Gbadamosi;

P6T: Jayden Coll & Ayla King;

P7S: Brooke McCready &Oliver Blennerhassett-Pierce;
P7B: Seren Powell & Jeffrey Cochrane.

Well done to these pupils for delivering high quality speeches and convincing their class that they were
the best pupils for the job.

Also, well done to Brooke McCready, Isaac McGeady, Lexie Mitchell, Jake Thompson, Calvin
Kerrigan and Mollie Frazer for being appointed as our new prefects for the remainder of the term.

Anti-Bullying Week

Anti-bullying week takes place next week from 10t — 14t November. This year the theme for the
week is ‘Power for Good.” We will be talking about this a lot in class next week and we will also be
having an assembly on how we can empower our children to do something positive to counter the
harm and hurt that bullying causes.

On Monday 10" November, we will be encouraging the children to wear odd socks to school to show
that we are all different and unique.

You will receive a leaflet next week explaining how we as a school deal with bullying type behaviours

and | would encourage you all to read our ‘Addressing Bullying in School’ policy which is available on

the website to explain the leaflet in greater detail. Also, you will find a link to our parent questionnaire
regarding bullying type behaviour below and | would encourage you all to take 5 minutes to complete

this questionnaire so we can make improvements to how we as a school address this important issue.
Addressing Bullying Type Behaviour in School — Fill in form

Next week, pupils will also be asked to complete a short age-appropriate questionnaire about bullying
type behaviour as their views on this issue are vital to us.


https://forms.office.com/e/CxMJ3JTC02
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Kindness Day:
As kindness is one of our core values, we are celebrating ‘Kindness Day’ on Thursday 13t November.

The Kids Forum have asked that on this day everyone brings their favourite teddy bear to school and
pays £1 per teddy for doing so. Every teddy your child would like to bring will cost an additional
pound, e.g. 3 teddies = £3. Any donations received will be passed on to the Northern Ireland’s
Children’s Hospice, a vital and worthwhile cause.

Christmas Decorations:

If you are planning on changing your Christmas decorations this year and are wondering what to do
with your old tree, tinsel or baubles, then we would ask that you would kindly consider donating these
to school.

Open Evening:
The school is holding its P1 Open Evening on Wednesday 26" November 2025 from 5.30 to 7.30

p.m.

Parents and their prospective P1 children are warmly invited to visit the school on the above date to
come and experience our friendly welcoming atmosphere and to meet some of the staff who make
Drumahoe Primary School such a special place.

If you know of any of your friends/neighbours who might consider enrolling their child/children in the
future at the school, then please inform them of the Open Evening as well. This is a great opportunity
to see at first-hand how our Foundation Stage (P1 & P2) operates.

We also currently have limited places available in a small number of classes in the school in P2, P4,
P6 and P7. Again, if you know of anyone that this may be of interest to, please ask them to come
along on the evening or get in touch with the school directly.

SEAG Assessments:

We would like to wish our Primary 7 pupils that are sitting the SEAG assessments on Saturday 15
and Saturday 22"¢ November all the very best. We are very proud of them for the hard work and
dedication they have shown since returning to school in September. Pupils sitting the assessment
should wear their red PE uniform on this day.

Cricket Sessions:

There are still a few places left on the Smash It After School Cricket Club that is running after school
for P2, P3 and P4. Registration will close on Monday 10t November. The event is run by Northwest
Cricket who have been into school to complete cricket sessions with the children which they have all
really enjoyed. Please check out our Facebook page to find the link to the registration.

Coffee Morning:

Drumahoe Community Association are holding a coffee morning in school on Friday 14" November.
This will begin at 10.30a.m. and will take place in the assembly hall. Members of the community are
warmly invited to come to school for tea, coffee and buns, relax and catch up with friends. The
preschool children will join us after their ‘Wellie Walk’ and the choir and Highland Dancers will also be
performing. If you are free in the morning, please come along and join us. Donations are very
welcome and will be passed on to Drumahoe Community Preschool.

School Development Plan:

Every year the school sets targets to address a variety of areas. These areas target the curriculum,
health and well-being, policies and procedures etc. Attached to this newsletter are the areas of focus
for this year. It would be helpful for you to take a minute to read what our targets are for this year and
how you can help to support them at home. The plan also carries our new school motto of ‘Nurture,
Inspire, Achieve.’
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Development Proposal:

As you may be aware, the school has received permission from the Education Authority to seek
permission to transform Drumahoe Community Preschool into a statutory nursery from the Department
of Education. It has taken a lot of hard work to seek approval, and we now need the support of the
school community to help ensure the proposal passes the next stage.

This next stage is a community questionnaire and is open to everyone in the school community. |
have attached the link to the questionnaire below and we are asking as many people as possible to
complete this to show support for the proposal.

If you are unable to access the link, please let us know and we will email this to you

separately. Please ask as many people as possible to access and respond positively to the
questionnaire. We are very excited at the opportunity this holds for our school and community.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lIBpSmvilgkKriLaXIL-
axAVDbIxHIjJ5LhS3fboF3K2pUMORYTO8YyWKdJEMIICVEBFVDQ5MINYSURVUC4u

Festive Events:

We will let you know the details of the festive activities planned for this year once they have been
finalised next week. We are changing things around a little and the PTA are very excited to share their
plans with you all!

Closing / Opening:

School will close for the pupils at 12 noon on Friday 19" December 2025 (no dinners) for the
Christmas holidays. School re-opens for the Spring Term at 8.45 a.m. on Monday 5" January 2026.
The “Breakfast Club” will be in operation on that day. The ‘Kadet Klub’ will also be in operation from
this day.

Important Diary Dates:

School and Preschool Open day/evening — Wednesday 26 November 2025 from 5.30 — 7.30pm.
Festive Event (Santa’s Visit) — Wednesday 3 December 2025

Christmas Dinner — Thursday 4" December 2025 — please book through ipayimpact.

P1 & P2 Nativity (10.00 a.m. start) — Tuesday 9t & Wednesday 10" December 2025

Carol Service — Thursday 18" December 2025 at 1pm

Many thanks for taking the time to read our newsletter — please see our Facebook page every Sunday
for a reminder of upcoming events week by week.
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