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Homework Policy 
Introductory Statement 
Homework is an integral link in the chain of communication between school and home. Parents can monitor the progress of their children through continual reference to Homework Copies/sheets and liaison with teachers. This policy, attempts to further strengthen positive home-school links through streamlining the processes involved. The homework policy of St. Mary’s Infants School has been formulated by staff with parental input, and endorsed by the Board of Management. 

Rationale 
The need to redraft and amend the homework policy of the school can be attributed to the following; 
• Further strengthening of home-school links 
• Reinforcing the learning experienced by the child during the school day 
• Ensuring clarity as to the recommended time to be spent on homework 

Relationship to School Ethos 
· It is the policy of the school to, as far as is possible, identify all the needs of the pupil and put in place measures to adequately cater for their needs 
· The school also encourages the active involvement of parents in enabling their child to take responsibility and work independently. The homework policy of the school facilitates these ideals

Aims
• To consolidate learning through reinforcement of class work 
• To enable the children develop a sense of responsibility and independence 
• To enhance self-esteem through the provision of a work menu that is doable 
• To foster self-discipline and study skills 
• To promote consistency and a uniform approach to homework across all classes 
• To further develop links between home and school

Junior Infants: - 5-10  minutes

· No Homework for the Month of September.
· A weekly Homework Sheet informs the parent of the homework content. 
· Homework consists of revision of words and letters taught in school. 
· No written homework before the Halloween Break
· One piece of written work given each night after the midterm break. 
· Library readers given after the Halloween Break
· No Homework at weekends
· No Homework on Special Occasions
· Word Checks and tests must be signed and returned to the class teacher. 

Senior Infants: - 10- 15 minutes

· Children write their daily homework in a copybook. 
· Homework consists of daily reading, Library reading and 1 piece of written work. 
· No Homework at weekends
· No Homework on Special Occasions
· Word Checks and tests must be signed and returned to the class teacher. 

First Class: - 10-15 minutes

· Children write their daily homework in a copybook. 
· Homework consists of daily reading English/Irish, Library reading, spellings,  and 1 piece of written work. 
· No Homework at weekends
· No Homework on Special Occasions
· Word Checks and tests must be signed and returned to the class teacher. 

SET/Learning Support 
· The set teacher may on occasion give the children a piece of homework to reinforce what was taught in school. 

Criteria for Success 

· Teachers check homework on a daily basis. 
· If homework cannot be completed on a particular night, parents are asked to forward a written note 
· Some homework may be self correcting. 
· Parents are advised to supervise and check homework nightly
· All children have a homework sheet/copy which parents are required to sign
· The homework sheet/diary acts as a means of communication between class teacher and parent 
· “Homework off” may be given at a teachers discretion
· If homework causes stress or worry to the child, parents are encouraged to convey these anxieties to the class teacher.  

Procedures for Parents 
· Provide suitable comfortable facilities 
· Remove distractions – T.V. younger siblings etc 
·  Help child overcome difficulties through explanation 
· Parents should not do the homework for their children 
· Send a note to the class teacher if a problem arises. This can be done through the homework copy/sheet
· Check and sign homework copy/sheet
· Notify the class teacher if time spent on homework exceeds the recommended time 
· As children tire towards late evening, encourage the completion of homework as early as possible 
· Discourage morning homework 
· Parents should have a stock of rulers, pencils, rubbers, table books etc. available should the need arise 

Roles and Responsibilities/Implementation
· All stakeholders have a role to play in the implementation of this policy from pupils / parents right up to Board of Management. 

Ratification/Review/Implementation: 
This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on _________ and implemented immediately. It will be reviewed on a yearly basis. 


Signed ___________________Chairperson BOM.    _______________________Principal 
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