Dear Parents,
The school term is well under way and the children are enjoying all of the learning and discovery that each new schoolday brings. 
September brought the spectacle of The Hot Air Ballooning Championships to the skies over Birr. The children thoroughly enjoyed learning about the balloons and were treated to a demonstration at Birr Castle by some of the balloonists. 
All of the children have been on field trips in the past few weeks in search of all things ‘Autumn’. There isn’t a conker left on Oxmantown Mall!
Swimming lessons are well under way. The children are thoroughly enjoying learning this vital life skill. Tuesdays are the new Fridays!
The Free School Lunch Scheme has had teething problems like any new scheme. We are doing our best to work through these problems in consultation with the Department of Education and The Lunch Bag company.
We have written to Offaly County Council to express our concern for the safety of children crossing the road near the roundabout on Pound Street. We are proposing a designated crossing point and await their response.
A Parent’s Association meeting is planned for 6th October at 3:15. We would like to advise all parents to get involved if possible. A strong Parent’s Association is a sign of a healthy school environment and benefits pupils greatly. Some of the most fantastic school projects have come about at the hands of such parent groups. In order to facilitate the meeting, children of those attending will be supervised in the senior classroom by one of the teachers.    

We have a few dates for you to mark on your calendar this October:

Thursday 6th October - Workshop on Climate Change and Biodiversity at Birr Castle for 3rd – 6th class.
Thursday 6th October - Parent’s Association Meeting, 3:15 in school hall. 
Monday 10th October - Vex Robotics Demonstration for all classes as part of the STEM programme for primary schools.   
Thursday 13th October - Trip to Limerick to visit St Mary’s Cathedral and King John’s Castle for 3rd- 6th class.
Friday 14th October - Coffee morning for junior infant parents with our Home School Liaison Officer, 10am Dooley’s Hotel.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Friday 14th October - Harvest Thanksgiving Service (for pupils only), St. Brendan’s Church.
Wednesday 19th October - County Photos will visit the school. All children can have their photo taken. Order packs will be issued soon. 
Friday 21st October - Creative Writing Workshop, Write a Short Story in a Day, with award-winning children’s author, Anthony Garvey, via zoom for 3rd - 6th class.
Friday 28th October - Spooky Halloween Party at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry!  
School closes for the Midterm break 28th October – 7th November
Please note, the school will be closed for a staff training day on Thursday 10th November. This training day is at the request of The Department of Education in order to equip staff with the skills they need to effectively deliver the new Primary Language Curriculum.


