                                                                                                      December ‘22                                                            
Dear Parents and Guardians,

We hope this newsletter finds you well. The school is a hive of activity and excitement at the moment as the children practice for their Christmas show. There is a constant hum in the corridors of bells, tin whistles and singing. There is a lot to look forward to this month.
Our shiny new steel kitchen has been fitted. It is stocked and ready for action this Monday 5th December. Everyone should have received an information pamphlet on the new company. Here you will find information on how to download the new app. The children will be provided with their hot lunch choice daily at 1pm. This is free of charge. They will have to bring a small snack from home for 11am break. We really hope that this service is a benefit to all the children.
The Christmas Show will take place on Monday 19th December at 7pm in St. Brendan’s Church of Ireland Birr (children should be at the church at 6:30 for costume etc.). The show will take place in two halves. The Junior School (Junior Infants – 2nd class) will perform ‘A Christmas Star’ while the Senior School (3rd – 6thclass) will perform ‘The Christmas Truce of 1914’. The children are looking forward very much to seeing their biggest admirers in the audience!     
  
The following are some dates for your diary:
Coffee morning for 6th class and their parents (Tuesday 6th December, St Brendan’s Community School) 
In order to facilitate and support children as the transition from Primary to Secondary School, our Home School Liaison Officer is hosting a coffee/information morning at the local secondary school for 6th class pupils and their parents. The parents will meet first at 10am. They will be met by our HSCL officer, Yvonne Claffey, at the main entrance to St Brendan’s Secondary School. Yvonne will be on hand to help answer of your questions or alleviate any of your concerns about your child’s move to secondary school. The 6th class children will then meet at 11:30. They will walk up to the secondary school accompanied by two members of staff. We hope you can all make it.

Banagher College Christmas Pantomime (Wednesday 7th December, Banagher College, for 3rd to 6th class) 
We have been invited by Banagher College to attend a viewing of their Christmas Pantomime ‘Adrian the Alternative Pantomime’. The cost of the bus is 5euros.     

Birr Theatre Christmas Show (Thursday 15th December, for Junior Infants to 2nd Class)
The Junior School are hoping to go to Birr Theatre to see Rudolf Saves Christmas. The cost is 12.50 each. 

Biodiversity Day (Friday 9th December, 3rd to 6th class)
Ecology Workshop (with zoologist Catherine McGuiness) and Biodiversity Workshop (with Dr, Alex Copeland) 

Santa comes to Oxmantown, 20th December
Santa is hoping to meet all of the children on the day of our Christmas party. We will have songs, games and of course plenty of treats     



School closes for Christmas holidays on 21st December at 12:30. 
Wishing you all a safe and happy Christmas, 
Violet and all the staff.
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