This New Year may you be blessed with courage and confidence to spread your wings and turn each day into an adventure of learning and fun. 
(To the children of Oxmantown School, from all of the staff)


Dear Parents and Guardians,

[bookmark: _GoBack]We would like to wish you and your family health and happiness for the brand new year ahead. December was a busy month at school! The highlight for all of us was watching our very talented children portray the meaning of Christmas on our shownight. We would like to thank all of the parents for their support. We would also like to extend a special thank you to Connor Keavney for his creative work on lighting and sound. It really added to the whole experience.

The role of Deputy Principal has been filled by Miss Elaine Lynch, our infant teacher. Elaine is a hard-working, dedicated and approachable member of staff and has much to bring to the post. We would like to wish her all the very best in her new role.

We are busy working on a new school website. We hope to have it up and running within the next fortnight. It will be another line of communication to keep parents informed of all the wonderful learning opportunities and achievements of the children. We will send you a message when it goes live.

School meals are going very well and the feedback from parents and, most importantly, pupils is very positive. Evelina Kozakiewicz is our school chef. She shows great pride and care in what she does. Thank you Evelina!

This year, we will be launching a new whole school positive behaviour initiative, inspired by Jenny Mosley’s Golden Model. Miss Finney (3rd and 4th class) has experience with this and has kindly offered to lead the programme. This is a whole school approach to promoting positive behaviour, enhanced listening and communication systems, calm lunchtimes, energetic and fun playtimes, good mental health and wellbeing. The children will play a big part in the process and decision making. Friday’s Golden Time is incorporated into this model. The children will be allowed to choose activities they wish to engage in, e.g. yoga, art projects, sport, games, gardening, robotics etc. It is a great way to help students relax and reflect and strengthen friendships.

A ceramics workshop, facilitated by Maeve Sookram of Seven Sisters Ceramics, will begin this January 11th for children 3rd to 6th class. Maeve is very experienced in working with children. We are looking forward to seeing what the children create.

As part of the PE curriculum, rugby coaching will begin this Tuesday for 1st – 6th class (8 weeks). Please ensure your child has a change of tracksuit trousers and shoes as it can be a mucky affair!
    
In the interest of safety, we would like to remind parents to park in the designated parking bays (in front of the school or on Pound Street) when dropping off and collecting their children. Parking is not permitted on the road opposite the school or in the bus bays.
 

*** A reminder that school is closed for one day this Thursday 12th January for staff training in the new Primary Language Curriculum ***      
