February Newsletter

Everyone at school is excited to welcome the start of Spring! January is usually a long and cold month but we have had lots of activities to keep us entertained over the past few weeks. Our pottery workshop is in full swing and we are busy creating some really beautiful pieces. We will be sharing them with you once they are fired. 
Golden Time is up and running for the last number of weeks. Children are rewarded for positive behaviour on Friday evenings when they are given a chance to choose an activity, relax and have fun (gardening, coding, junk art, playground games, card making are some of the options). It is a great way to meet children from other classrooms and spend some informal time with teachers.  
A group of children represented the school this week at the regional competition of the Vex Robotics Championships. They have learned so much in just a few short weeks. They came 6th in the finals of the competition. We are very proud of their efforts and we look forward to building and expanding on our equipment. Robotics and coding will become a regular Golden Time activity at school.
Our colourful new website is almost complete. We will share the address with you very shortly. It will be updated regularly with news, policies, upcoming dates etc.  
Some dates for your diary:

6th February - Bank Holiday (school closed) 

10th February - The Big Dig (full day of workshops for all classes) - The School of Irish Archaeology will spend the day at Oxmantown and give all of the children a chance to learn about archaeology and our ancient ancestors in a fun interactive way. They will arrive at the school in the morning with their replica 'Viking House' and excavation site which allows students to explore the Viking world through a simulated archaeological dig. 
Price per child 3euro (The Parents Association will supplement the rest)
(Don’t forget to bring a change of tracksuit trousers and shoes) 

13th February – Harpist, Tríona Marshall will visit the school with her beautiful instrument and play for the children. What a treat!

16th 17th February – Mid-term Break (school closed)

[bookmark: _GoBack]21st February – Treasure Hunt (6th class) - As part of the School Completion Programme to facilitate children in taking the big step into the world of secondary school, the 6th class pupils from the local primary schools will meet up and have a chance to get to know each other and have some fun. 

21st February - Pancake Tuesday – Everyone will enjoy some delicious freshly flipped pancakes with their choice of topping. (We will be sending out a request for volunteer parents soon  ) 
Price per child – 2euro  

Tuesdays for 6 weeks (1st – 6th class) - Rugby lessons were pushed back due to the recent poor weather however they are up and running now. (Please remember to bring a change of footwear every Tuesday) 





Although the children are receiving a hot meal each day, we would like to suggest that everyone brings a small healthy snack to school for the 11am break (no sweets or crisps please). We sometimes hear tummies rumbling. All this learning creates quite an appetite you know!       
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Calling all those who might have some time to offer The Parents Association to help with fundraising: 
There is great excitement at school about our Viking workshop this month. We are hoping to offer the children regular educational workshops like this, run by professionals from all areas of life (craftspeople, scientists, musicians, historians, geographers, etc.) 
These kinds of workshops are a wonderful way to support the primary school curriculum and provide the children with a hands on and memorable learning experience. However, they cost money. 
After speaking with Rebekah (P.A. Chairperson), we are proposing that regular workshops could be supplemented by money raised by The Parents Association. Please get in touch with Rebekah if you have any fundraising ideas or are interested in helping with fundraising in any small way.  
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