Newsletter May 2023
Summer is here at last and we have some very busy weeks ahead of us. Two important days for the whole school community between now and the Summer holidays are Multicultural Day and Sports Day.
On Multicultural day (1st June) we are hoping that communities from the 13 different nationalities represented in our school will come together to showcase their country’s unique culture - food, clothes, music, etc. We will set up stations for every nationality on the day and we all hope to learn a little more about the diversity of our beautiful world. The children will perform songs and dance to celebrate difference and highlight our responsibilities as global citizens. 
We also hope to officially open our new school library and our new outdoor classroom on this exciting day.
Sports Day (21st June) will be a little different this year. We are planning to hold the event in a walled area of Birr Castle Demesne. We are inviting all families to bring a picnic. The Parent’s Association have agreed to provide a bar-b-que to raise some funds on the day. If the weather allows, it will be a fantastic day!  
We would like to congratulate Miss Ruth Finney on her recent appointment as Assistant Principal II in the school. Miss Finney will have responsibility for the development of digital literacy and the STEAM subjects (science, technology, engineering, arts, math) within the school. Ruth is passionate about this area of education and the introduction of this new role is an important step in the school’s development plan.
       
Dates for your diary:
Thurs 4th May - Tennis coaching by Dermot Shiels (all classes) every Thursday for 5weeks (10 euro per child for the 5 lessons).
Wed 10th May – Offaly Athletic Association Finals in Tullamore. Information on this will follow for the children involved.
Thurs 11th May – Internet safety workshop for parents at 3pm in school. We strongly advise that you attend this workshop if at all possible. If not monitored correctly, the internet can have extremely negative effects on your child’s mental health, learning and development. (To facilitate parents, children of those attending the workshop are invited to a movie and popcorn session with one of the teachers while the workshop is on)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tues 16th May – Marine Science Workshop rescheduled (all classes). This is an introduction to Marine Science where the children will explore the following: indigenous and tropical seashells, whale, shark and dolphin bones/teeth. They will also use microscopes to examine plankton. Older classes will explore ways to scientifically measure the quality of our oceans (3 euro per child)
Wed 17th May – Bikeathon (organised by the Wolftrap Cycling Club) promoting road safety amongst cyclists. All children from 4th to 6th class are encouraged to take their bicycle to school and join a bikeathon around town. All bicycles will be checked for safety at the school before setting out. Please bring your helmet and high visibility jacket and ensure your bicycle is in good working order. Sandwiches and refreshments will be provided. 
19th May (1st and 2nd class) - Heritage workshop in John’s Hall Birr by ‘Dig it Kids’ which focuses on teaching children the history of their town and it’s hinterland through a series of fun hands-on activities. 
Mon 22nd May – ‘Let’s Go Fishing’ with Beth Murphy - Basket Weaving Workshop (3rd to 6th class) – The children will learn some of the ancient techniques of willow weaving and create their very own fish!      
Thursday 25th May – Welcome Day for new Junior Infants (Information sent by post).
Friday 26th May – Georgian Birr workshop (3rd – 6th class) – Explore the built heritage of beautiful Georgian Birr with Alison Mac Cormaic. During this workshop the children will study and construct model historical buildings of our town.
Thursday 1st June – Multicultural Day – All families are invited to celebrate the diversity of our wonderful little school on this exciting day. We also hope to officially open our new school library and our new outdoor classroom.
(More information on multicultural day will follow soon)

Friday 2nd June – School Closure to facilitate training on The New Primary Curriculum Framework
School closed Mon 5th June – Bank Holiday
