A Chara,

Welcome to the January and February edition of our school newsletter. We are thrilled to
share the latest happenings, achievements and upcoming events in our school. This
newsletter aims to keep you informed about the incredible accomplishments of our students,
highlight all the great work that is done in each class, and provide important updates
regarding various initiatives and opportunities. We hope that through this newsletter, you will
feel connected to our vibrant school community and celebrate the remarkable achievements
of our students together.

Child Protection:

D.L.P: Ms. Claire Moloney
D.D.L.P: Mr. Sean McGrath

Upcoming Events:

Staff Training on the new Bi Cinéalta Guidelines: 20" March
Staff Meeting- 15t April: School will close at 1:40pm for all pupils.
First Penance: 27" March at 7pm

Confirmation: 29" April

First Holy Communion: 10" May

Wellbeing Week: 12™-16'" May

Standardised Testing Week: 19"-23" May

Active Week: 9" -13" June

BOM Update:
The following is a summary report of the Board of Management meeting on the 5" March:

e Child Protection Oversight Report was completed.

e Mr. Seadn McGrath was ratified as the Deputy Designated Liaison Person.

e The Board is extremely grateful to everyone who participated in and supported the
annual 5k which took place on 19" January. A total of €5,067 was raised. Further details
below.

e The Board supports parents and pupils in a change of school uniform. We are currently
sourcing prices from different suppliers and linking in with the P.A. See more details
below.
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e Autism Suite Building Project: We are currently at the tender stage of this project and we
are hopeful of building works starting before the end of the school year. We were first
sanctioned this suite in June 2017 so after a long 8 years of behind the scenes work and
delays we are happy to see this project progress.

e The Board wishes to remind all parents and visitors to the school to please be mindful of
keeping the school gate closed at all times. This is in the health and safety interests of all
our pupils.

e The Board is disappointed to inform you that there have been several acts of vandalism
and trespassing in the school over recent weeks, particularly at weekends. An Garda
Siochana have been notified and are carrying out surveillance. If anyone is aware of
such incidents we would encourage you to contact Cahir Gada Station on 052 7445630
to report the matter. Thank you for your cooperation in this regard.

e The Board is delighted to announce that the school has secured funding to install solar
panels as part of the Schools Photovoltaic Programme through the Department of
Education. It is hoped that these will be installed shortly.

e The Board is thrilled to announce that Newcastle GAA will be signing over or ‘gifting’ the
astroturf to the school. We are very dependent on this facility and it is of huge benefit to
the school and all the pupils. As a school we are extremely grateful to GAA for their
continued generosity and support to the school. We will keep you updated on this
progress.

Hot School Meals:

We would encourage all parents/guardians to chat to your child about the food that they had
in school every day to get an idea as to what food they like/ don’t like. Please make sure to
cancel your child’s order if they are absent for a few days. We are trying to alleviate waste.
We have now introduced a lunch box so parents can see how much food their child has
eaten that day. We are hoping that this will help alleviate some of the waste that we are
experiencing in school. Please ensure that the lunch box is returned washed out each day-
thank you.
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lm portan’c
Notice

Supervision:

We wish to remind parents/ guardians that our school will open to receive pupils at the hour
of 8.50am. No responsibility is accepted for pupils arriving before that time. Classes will
commence each day at 9:00am. No pupils should arrive later than 8:55am.

Classes will end each day at 2.40pm (1:40 for Junior and Senior Infants). Parents who wish
to have their children escorted home should make their own arrangements to have them met
at the school gate and the person to escort them should be at the school not later than
2.40pm as the school cannot accept responsibility for looking after the children after that
time.

Nut Allergies:

Please be aware that some pupils are allergic to nuts in the school. Therefore, we request
that pupils refrain from bringing nuts into school.

Newcastle 5K

The annual 5K took place on the 19" of January . This event was a huge success and
involved participants, stewards, and the Parents Association.

The annual 5K fundraiser holds significant importance for our school in several ways.

Firstly, it serves as a crucial fundraising event, directly contributing to the school’s financial
resources. The impressive sum of €5,067 was raised which means that the 5K plays a vital
role in providing additional funds for school needs, which includes resources, activities, or
improvements that enhance our students’ learning experience.

Secondly, the event fosters community engagement and spirit. The involvement of
participants, stewards, the Parents Association (who provided tea and coffee) both present
and past members indicates a strong connection between the school and the wider
community in Newcastle.

Thirdly, the successful organisation of the 5K highlights the dedication and collaborative
efforts of individuals within our school community. Massive thanks and gratitude goes to
Honor Goonan, Nessa O’ Dwyer and Karen O’ Dwyer for the tremendous amount of work
they put into organising the 5k this year.

The annual 5K fundraiser is not just about raising money; it is a significant event that
strengthens the bond between the school and the community, promotes a sense of collective
participation, and benefits our school financially through the funds raised. The success of the
event relies on the hard work of organisers and the generosity of participants and sponsors,
making it a vital aspect of the school’s annual activities. We are grateful to everyone that
contributed to this event. Mile buiochas go léir.
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Farewell to Mr. Hyland

Mr. David Hyland left the school on the 27" of January, after nearly 11 years of service. He
took up a new role as principal of Ballygiblin N.S. Co. Cork. We thank Mr. Hyland for all his
service and dedication to our school and we wish him all the very best in his new role.
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Uniforms:

Thank you most sincerely to all the parents who sent back the Google Forms on the survey.
We had a total of 66 responses which was a great response. The following is a summary of
the results:

48% of parents are satisfied with the current school uniform.

70% of parents feel that the current school uniform is not suitable for everyday wear and
active participation in school activities.

79% of parents are supportive of a change in uniform — PE style tracksuit top and bottoms.

61% of parents feel that there should be a separate dress code for Communion,
Confirmation and other school events.

57% would prefer pupils to wear their current school uniform for these events.

Pupils’ Surveys: (1° to 6" Class)

45% of pupils surveyed find the current school uniform very uncomfortable.
30% of pupils surveyed do not like the current school uniform whereas 38% find it ‘ok’.
90% of pupils surveyed would prefer a more tracksuit style uniform.

At present we are currently sourcing pricing for different uniform styles and options and are
in consultation with members of our P.A. We will keep you updated on this progress.

GAA Blitz:

The pupils in Mrs. McCaffrey’s class participated in a football blitz in Ballyporeen in February
and were accompanied by Mr. Senan Travers and Ms. Grace O’ Mahoney. All the pupils
gave their very best and had a great time- well done to everyone involved.
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Catholic Schools Week:

Catholic Schools Week was observed during the week of the 19™ of January. The theme for
the week was “Alive in Christ” and classes used different resources to support and celebrate
it.

A school mass took place on Thursday, the 23™ of January, to celebrate grandparents led by
Fr. Toomey. This was followed by refreshments for the grandparents in the Muintir Hall with
5" and 6" Class as the hosts which included washing up duty! It was a really lovely occasion
and it is a highlight for us each year. To witness people come together, chat over a cuppa
and bun and reminisce is something truly special. We love opening our doors to our parents
and grandparents to visit the school on this special day.
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Green Schools

This year our Green schools committee are trying to get a 6" Green flag for Litter and Waste

and Global Citizenship. Our fantastic Green schools team went into each classroom to teach
them about recycling. They had great fun, doing quizzes, colouring, word searches,
scavenger hunts and lots more activities with all the classes. Well done to Ms. Stafford and
the committee for all their hard work. Maith sibh go Iéir.
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St. Brigid’s Day:

Each class celebrated the feast of St. Brigis in different ways. 5" & 6" Class got hands-on
with tradition as they crafted St. Brigid’s Crosses. Each student made one to bring home,
and we also created extra crosses, which were left in the church after they have been
blessed. We are grateful to 5" and 6" Class for sharing their talents with other classes and
assisting them in making the crosses.
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Cycle Right Programme:

We were very fortunate to have the Cycle Right Programme run in the school during
February and early March with 5" and 6" Class. The aim of this programme is to:

e To teach children how to cycle safely while building their confidence and
awareness.

¢ To inspire a love of cycling as a fun and healthy activity.

¢ To encourage sustainable transport habits that will benefit communities for years
to come.

This 8-hour programme is delivered over 6 weeks, with sessions lasting 1 hour and 20
minutes. Each week builds on the last, ensuring students have time to practice, progress,
and master new skills. Using traffic simulations, practical drills, and fun games, students will
learn to handle their bikes safely, improve awareness, and ride confidently. It is lovely to see
our pupils developing their skills each week, grow in confidence and have so much fun! We
are very grateful to have Ollie and Donal work with us.
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