
[image: A picture containing logo, symbol, emblem, trademark

Description automatically generated]
Welcome
Welcome back to all our pupils and their families. I hope you all had an enjoyable summer break and have settled back into our school routine. A warm welcome to our new Junior Infants: Paddy, Eilidh, Cadhla, Mia, Sophie and Aoibhinn. 
Attendance
The Minister of Education launched a new attendance campaign to promote the importance of regular school attendance.
How you can help – Eliminate random unexplained absences
· Contact the school if your child is sick/has an appointment
· Avoid taking holidays during school term
School Improvements
Over the summer holidays we have had a heating upgrade moving to a gas system. When works have finished we hope the school will be warmer and more energy efficient. We also have 14 solar panels fitted at the rear of the school. When the heating work is finished we hope to get our classrooms painted. Our fundraising campaign from last year will roll over and we will continue fundraising to get to our total.
Fundraising
Our first fundraiser will be a cake sale which will be held next month – details to follow nearer the time.
Uniform
Well done everyone changing over to the new uniform. The pupils look really smart in their new sweatshirts. Just a reminder as we transition into colder weather shorts are no longer permitted and please ensure navy leggings/navy tracksuit bottoms with no logos.
Parental Involvement
We are trying to encourage parental involvement in the school – if there’s an area you feel you could help us out with, please get in touch gardening, art, workshops (talking to pupils about STEM) etc
If you need to speak to a member of staff, class teachers will be in contact with their individual school emails. Office emails  nsballinlough@gmail.com

Homework
As the children have eased back into school routine, homework can be a stressful time. Here are some useful strategies,
· Routine consistency & a quiet space
· Get started as soon as possible so homework isn’t dragging out all evening
· Ditch the devices (no TV, tablets etc.) until homework is completed
· Support: homework should be about revising/practising topics already covered. If there is a problem, let the class teacher know
· Keep a consistent eye on the quality of homework (presented neatly, not rushed)
· Keep calm – children feed off our energy so try to stay calm and positive 
School Fees
Details of our school fees are listed below. You can pay I instalments, just let the office know. For those of you who wish to pay electronically you can transfer fees directly to our school bank account.  Payable before Halloween Break, please.

Account Name: Ballinlough School
Bank: Bank of Ireland, John Street Kells
BIC: BOFIIE2D
IBAN: IE62 BOFI 9034 4525 1113 56
NB Please put your name in reference.

Contribution
	Junior & Senior Infants
	1st – 6th Class

	Art & Craft €30
Communications Apps €10


€40 total
	Art & Craft €20
Communications App €10
Music Lessons €50

€80 total





**Christmas annuals/school photographs, swimming lessons will be collected separately. 

Retirement
Our cleaner Ann Maher is retiring on Friday. Ann has worked at the school for over 20 years. The staff are organizing a collection for her if anyone wants to contribute or send a small gift, you are more that welcome – no pressure.  Please let the office know or leave an identifier note if you are contributing. 
Events
SNA appreciation day is Thursday 26th September.
Confirmation Tuesday 24th February
Hot Lunches
Please remember to turn off your calendar if you know your child will not be availing of hot lunches on a particular day as we have had a huge amount of waste since our return to school. Also, if you wish to opt out, notify the office. 

School Closures
Friday 24th October ( school is a polling station)
New Primary Curriculum Training    26th January 2026    &      27th April 2026
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