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Ballinlough, Kells,Co.Meath A82PX57
Tel:046-9243965
Email: nsballinlough@gmail.com
Website: www.ballinloughns.com

 	

       Dear Parents/Guardians,

	May I take this opportunity of welcoming your child and yourselves
         to Ballinlough National School. As a catholic school, our aim is to 
establish and foster Christian values for life. To do this it is essential   that we 
work in partnership with all our parents and the parish 
community. Indeed, the success of our school depends on good cooperation
         between staff, pupils, and parents. 
We value our close relationship with parents and look forward to 
working with you in partnership to enable your child to achieve the highest standards possible, both in terms of academic progress and 
all round personal development. 
	It is school policy to care for all our pupils equally, to ensure a happy
	working atmosphere, to promote high standards in all that we do 
        and to foster a positive attitude to discipline ensuring that each 
        child has every opportunity to develop to his/her full potential.

This booklet has been designed to give you basic information about school life which we hope you will find both informative and useful.
Should you require further information please don’t hesitate to 
contact me. You are most welcome to make an appointment to visit our school.

It is our hope that when your children eventually leave Ballinlough National School they will have evolved as confident, well developed young people who can look back on their primary schooling as a rich and rewarding time in their lives. 
	 
	Yours sincerely,

	Tanya Farrelly
	Principal


Aims of Our School
· To develop the whole child-academically, physically, emotionally, socially,
 morally and spiritually.
· To inspire in the child the love of learning and to develop the ability to learn throughout their life.
· To build self-esteem.
     These aims are the same for all children, but their starting points 
     are diverse, their speed and direction vary.
     Each pupil will be moving forward according to age and ability
    in all these ways.                          
     

        Learning through Play 
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Board of Management
	Patrons Rep: Fr.Patrick Kearney
	Chairperson: Pauline Plunkett
	Secretary: Tanya Farrelly
	Treasurer: Arlene Skelly
	Parents rep: Aidan McEntee & Kirsty Chapman
	
	Community Rep: Tom Brady & Louise Kane

			         	
Teachers
	Principal & Special Education Teacher: Tanya Farrelly
	Deputy Principal & Class Teacher: Bernadette Sherwin
	Class Teacher: Arlene Skelly
	Class Teacher: Debbie Lynch
	Classroom Assistant: Janet McInerney
	Special Education Teacher: Shane Finnegan
	Stepping Stones Class teacher: Diarmuid Buckley
	Stepping Stones S.N.A: Lynne Warren
	Stepping Stones S.N.A: Paul Maxwell


					Auxiliary Staff
	Secretary: Caitriona McKeon
	Cleaner: Christine O’Higgins


School Uniform
	The uniform is plain navy and blue: no logos or brand names of any 
	sort. 
· Plain navy jumper with crest available from Faulkners 
Athboy
· Plain navy tracksuit bottoms
· Blue shirt/polo shirt
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               Discipline
· Ballinlough National school acknowledges and accepts the right 
of each chid to education in a relatively disruptive free environment.
· It recognises and upholds the right of every pupil to enjoy 
his/her time in school free from intimidation.


· A copy of the schools “Code of Behaviour and discipline” is 
given to each pupil on admission and copies are available in
 school, this must be signed and adhered to.


· The positive aspects of good behaviour are stressed.
Disciplinary measures are based on the concept of respect-
for self and respect for other. 

Bullying

· Bullying can be physical, verbal, or psychological in nature. Name
calling, mimicking, damaging property or isolating someone can hurt more than punches and kicks.
· Bullying is regarded as a very serious matter.
· Pupils should support each other by reporting all instances of 
bullying.
· The schools code of discipline will be implemented in all 
instances of bullying.
				
                               	Homework
· Each class has homework every night – Monday –Thursday 
except on special occasions (e.g., long weekends, holidays etc.)
· Parents have an important role to play in
· setting suitable time for doing homework.
· encouraging the children’s homework
· observing their work
· looking over completed work
· making sure they have a quiet time, clear table and helpful
books.
· 10 minutes reading is recommended every night.
· Homework is based on work done in class. Sometimes a pupil 
who is experiencing difficulties with homework may not be 
paying attention in class.
· Homework for the weekend is the child’s extra reader. It is imperative that your child reads every night.

· If your child is having trouble with homework, please make an appointment with the class teacher.
· Every pupil from 2nd – 6th Class has a homework notebook.
· Parents are expected to ensure that their children are doing all their homework etc. A teacher may write a comment on some aspect of a pupil’s behaviour in his/her notebook. Parents are asked to treat these entries seriously. Please note that
 homework is based on work done in school and a pupil experiencing difficulties with homework may not be paying sufficient attention in school. If it is a continuous problem, 
please contact the class teacher.
                        The School and Parents
    School/Home Liaison
	Ballinlough National School acknowledges the central role of parents
     in their children’s education.
· We have established strong links between parents, teachers and the school in order to make the children’s education as successful and whole as possible.
· Parents are always welcome to meet teachers, by making an appointment.
· Formal Parent/teacher meetings are held annually.
· Meetings are organised for parents prior to the Sacraments.
· Newsletters are issued several times a year keeping parents up-to-date with the curricular, non-curricular and social activities of the school.
· Parents are always welcome to volunteer with the garden, annual sponsored walk and other school activities, etc. 
· We have an active Parents Association.


The School Day
· School starts at 9.20a.m. It is important that each child is on time.
· Break at 11-11.15am
· Lunch at 12.30 – 1 p.m.
· All Junior and Senior Infants go home at 2pm
· All others go home at 3pm
· Pupils will not be allowed into the school buildings any morning until 9 a.m. Supervision in the morning is provided at 9am. There is
 no provision for students arriving before this time or after 3pm.
· Parents who wish to have their children escorted home, should make their own arrangements to have them met at the school gate, and 
the person to escort them should be at the school not later than 3pm 
and 2pm in the case of  Infants as the school cannot accept responsibility for looking after the children after that time.
National Education Welfare
    The National Educational Welfare Board (NWEB)was established to 
    support school attendance and participation in education and training 
    for as long as possible. The NEWB was established to support school 
    attendance and follow up on children who are not attending school 
     regularly. Under Section 21 of the Education (Welfare) Act, 
     2000 schools must:-
· Monitor the attendance of all students enrolled
· Report to the NEWB every time a student has reached 20 days absence cumulatively.
· Report those students about whose attendance the principal is concerned.
When your child has been absent from school, please send a written note to the class teacher on his/her return, stating the reason for 
the absence.
				School Library
       The School Library contains:
· A large and varied collection of books and is continually being
 improved and updated.
· Each classroom also has its own class library to suit the particular 
age group.
· Meath County Library changes our selection of books annually.
· The annual Book Fair has been instrumental in securing a large 
number of books over the years.
· Books are available for borrowing by the children at all times.
· Every year we have a visit from a well-known author.
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 P.E
    Tuesday is our P.E. Day, all children must participate, e.g. swimming,
     football, hurling, basketball, rounders, soccer, tennis, rugby, chess
    Etc.
    We have a Sports Day during our Summer Term.
    We take part in Cumann na mBunscoil Competitions, FAI, soccer blitz
     Etc.                                            
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				Cultural
The Arts are celebrated at Ballinlough N.S. through music, school      choir, drama, school concerts and Tin Whistle.
Theatre visits. Music classes are run every Thursday for 2nd-6th class.
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Arts & Crafts
                                                  Moats
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                                Christmas Art 
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Healthy Lunches
    Our School is a Health Promoting School.  We have a healthy lunch 
    policy which means no drinks/juices, crisps, bars, gum, biscuits or 
    sweets. We ask that every child bring a bottle of water or milk to 
    school everyday.
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School Lunches
	Ballinlough NS is part of the Hot Meal Scheme. Parents can order
the pupils’ hot meals on the Lunchbag App on Saturday for delivery during the week. This is free. There is an additional charge for 
snacks, drinks etc.  More information on this when school begins.            




Medication Administration Policy

    If your child is on long-term medication, which must be taken   during      
    school hours, it is essential that the class teacher is informed in writing.
    The medication must be in a well labelled box which will be handed over
    to the teacher for safe keeping.
    The teacher is not responsible for administering it, just for
    safe keeping to protect other children, e.g. inhalers. In no other
    circumstances should medication be brought to school.

   The teachers in this school are all classroom teachers and are in 
   Class during school time. If you wish to talk to one of them 
   please make an appointment through the Secretary on 
   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday between 9.00am & 12.00pm.
   The School Phone number is 046-9243965.
   Email: nsballinlough@gmail.com
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TIPS
· Ensure that your child has an early bedtime.  This is most important 
        as children cannot learn when they are tired.   
· Limit the amount of screen time, television, laptops, tablets, play stations or X box your child watches – no television before School.  Remember the “off” button is the most useful button on the T.V. set. Screen time affects children’s ability to concentrate, perform in 
        class.
· Ensure that your child is brought to school and collected from school on time.
· Please ensure that your child has a good breakfast each day and 
        a balanced healthy lunch.
· Ensure that your child has rubber, paper, writing pencils, pens, 
        ruler, coming to school each day.
· No markers for infants. Hand-hugger pencils and crayons instead.
· No toys allowed in school.  Children can bring books to school.
· If you hear an alarming story from your child about school, please check out its validity with the class teacher.
· Check your child’s homework nightly
· Please inform the school if you change your phone number especially 
your mobile number.
· It might be a good idea to have your child’s sight and hearing 
checked. The Public Health Nurse, local clinic or your family
doctor can do this, in advance of starting school.
· If you are sending money into school please put it in an                                       
envelope with your child’s name and the amount of money
clearly marked on the envelope.


      Please note that any unauthorised persons entering the school 
grounds during off school hours, weekends or holidays does so a
his/her own risk and the Board of Management will not accept any responsibility for loss or injury sustained by trespassers.
  Our Outdoor Areas
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            Our Garden
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      Aistear
             [image: Graphical user interface, website

Description automatically generated]   
 
Lego Play
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Awards & Achievements  
· Gaelbhrarach flag – promoting Irish language
· Digital school of distinction
· Active flag
· Pride of Place – level 1.2.3.4 awards received
· Junior Entreprenuer
· Health promoting school
· Green School- Energy,Waste & Litter management.Water conservation,Travel 
and Biodiversity.
· Irish Aid awards
· Discover Primary Science Awards. 
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