Long Term Geography Plan
	Class: 
	Year: 
	Teacher: 

	Infants
	
	



		Aims

The aims of my Infant geography programme are closely tied to the aims of the geography curriculum and are specific to the context of our school and the needs, interests and abilities of the children in my class. 

My aims are to enable the children to:

1. become more aware of their immediate environment and surroundings
1. develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider environments 
1. encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and human conditions within the local area
1. develop an awareness of the different people that exist in the school community
1. learn appropriate vocabulary to enable them to discuss some geographical concepts, for example the weather
1. develop an awareness of people from other areas and environments
1. develop an ability to acquire, analyse and communicate geographical knowledge using a wide variety of sources e.g. oral, drawing, etc.
1. encourage the development of a sense of place (an understanding and appreciation of the major characteristics of their place) and spatial awareness (an understanding of how natural and human features are located and distributed in local environment)
1. learn that the sharing, responsible use and conservation of the Earth’s natural and human resources are necessary for the continued existence of life
1. encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour towards the environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion, resolution and avoidance of environmental problems
1. implement simple strategies for improving and caring for the environment e.g., reducing waste in the classroom




	Skills & Concepts Development 
Skills and concepts development for infant classes
A sense of place and space

Through completing the strand units of the geography curriculum the child should be enabled to:

A sense of place

· become aware of, explore and discuss some of the distinctive human and natural features of the locality
	myself and my family, my friends
	members of the school community
	people who live and work in the local community
	his/her space, room, home, area around home
	homes of relatives and friends
	classroom, school and play spaces

· develop some awareness of people and places in other areas

A sense of space

· refer to or use simple locational terms
	beside, near, far away, next door, on my road, on my landing or floor, upstairs, downstairs

· discuss and record in simple ways journeys to and from places in the immediate environment
	home, play spaces, school and classroom, shops, other locations

· refer to or use simple directions within home, classroom and school settings
	give directions to another room in the school
	


Maps, globes and graphical skills

Through completing the strand units of the geography curriculum the child should be enabled to:

Picturing places

· refer to or use simple drawings of areas
	home and immediate surroundings
	classroom, school and playground
	other places and imagined areas

· make model buildings with bricks, Lego and other play materials

· become aware of globes as models of the Earth.



Geographical investigation skills

Through completing the strand units of the geography curriculum the child should be enabled to:

Questioning

· ask questions about natural and human features in the immediate environment
	Who lives in this place?
	What will happen if I bring snow inside?

Observing

· observe, compare and discuss natural and human features in the local environment
	work and work-places of people who help us
	what happens when it rains

Predicting

· guess and suggest what will happen next in a situation
	suggest whether the pebbles will float or sink in water

Investigating and experimenting

· carry out simple investigations set by the teacher, make observations and collect data

Estimating and measuring

· estimate and compare distances in an informal way
	the journey from home to school is longer than the journey from home to the park

Analysing

· sort and group objects according to observable features
	rocks, pebbles, mud in soil sample

Recording and communicating

· describe and discuss his/her observations orally using an expanding vocabulary
· represent findings pictorially and in other media
	pictures, weather charts, using information and communication technologies.




	Content

Strands and strand units 
Strand: Human Environments
Strand unit(s): Living in the local community, people and places in other areas

Strand: Natural environments
Strand unit(s): The local natural environment, weather, planet earth in space

Strand: Environmental awareness and care
Strand unit: Caring for my locality


An overview of the content objectives to be taught and/or examples of learning activities

Strand: Human Environments

Strand Unit: Living in the local community

The child should be enabled to

My family and community
· explore and discuss his/her membership of the family, school and local community
· identify and discuss the roles of people who serve the local community
		postal worker, garda, shop worker, doctor,
		nurse, refuse worker, road worker, lorry driver,
		bus driver, teacher

Examples of learning activities:
· Describe their roles and responsibilities as a sibling, son/ daughter, student, member of the community
· Recognise people who serve the local community (when they are at work/ in uniform etc.)
· Outline the general role of the community helper in question
· Give reasons why community helpers are needed 

Homes
· recognise that people live in homes
· describe areas within the home
· associate activities with areas within the home and outside the home
· acquire some awareness of different types of homes in the locality
		flat, cottage, house, caravan, trailer
· make simple drawings of home, immediate surroundings and journeys to and from home
· begin to appreciate the need for shelter for a family

Examples of learning activities:
· Match different people and animals to their homes
· Describe their home
· Understand the difference between a house and a home
· Construct a model of their home
· Name some types of home in the locality
· Describe the features of some different types of home
· Name one activity that is done in each room in the house
· Decorate the rooms on a house worksheet
· Name an activity that is carried out in each room in the house
· Name some activities that are carried out in places outside the home e.g. the garden, the park
· Imagine what life is like for someone without a home
· Draw their home from the outside
· Make a simple drawing of some of the rooms in their home
· Draw three things that they see on their way to school
· Draw what they see when they look out of some of the windows in their house

School
· become aware of, discuss and appreciate the people in the school community
	classmates, other pupils, teachers, caretaker & secretary
· describe areas within the school
· associate activities with areas within the school and outside the school
· make simple drawings of school, immediate surroundings and journeys to and from school

Examples of learning activities:
· List the members of the school community
· Describe and mime the job of different members of the school community
· Describe and write about the role of students in the school community
· List the different areas within the school
· Describe the different areas within the school
· Match pictures of areas in the school with activities that are done in those areas
· Collaboratively draw a simple picture of the classroom 
· Draw a simple picture of the school building
· Give a description of the school hall, the classroom, the yard and the foyer
· Name some activities that take place in each of the aforementioned areas
· Draw their classroom, the hall, the foyer and the yard
· Draw some of the buildings that surround the school

People at work	
· discuss the work of people in the home, at school, in the local community, in towns or countryside nearby and in wider environments
· become aware of some buildings and places where people work, especially those in the locality
	home, school and immediate environs
	shops, farms, offices, parks

Examples of learning activities:
· List some community helpers
· Describe the work of some community helpers
· Name the place where some community helpers work
· Mime the work of a community helper
· Identify real life community helpers that are known to them
· Sing the ‘Community Helpers’ song
· Reflect on what type of community helper they would like to be when they grow up
· Name some buildings in the locality where people work
· Describe the work that the people do in these buildings
· Match pictures of people to the buildings where they work

People at play
· become aware of and discuss play spaces
	at home
	at school
	in the locality
	in other places
· suggest ways in which these places may be kept clean and safe
· make simple drawings of these places, immediate surroundings

 Examples of learning activities:
· Recognise and identify areas in which they play
· Recognise when a play area is unsafe
· Suggest how play areas can be made more safe
· Draw a picture of a safe play time in the school yard
· Name one place where they play at home, at school, in the locality and in another place e.g. a friend’s house
· Describe these play spaces
· Draw a simple map of these places
· Draw some of the things that surround their place spaces

Strand Unit: People and places in other areas

The child should be enabled to

· develop some awareness of people living in other areas
	people encountered in stories, pictures, on television
· acquire some awareness of different types of homes in places outside the locality
· become aware of some links between the school or local community and people in other places
	relatives and friends living in other places
	food grown by farmers in other parts of Ireland
	places and people I visit on holiday.

Examples of learning activities:
· Look at images of homes from around the world
· Identify the similarities and the differences between homes in Ireland and homes in different countries
· Develop some awareness of the reasons why homes in different countries look different to homes in Ireland
· Listen to stories about people living in other areas
· Look at and discuss photographs of people living in different areas
· Identify some ways in which we are connected to people in other areas
· Name and describe a place that they have visited outside the local community

Strand: Natural environments

Strand Unit: The local natural environment

The child should be enabled to

· become aware of, explore and discuss some aspects of natural environments in the
	immediate locality of the school
	hill, seashore, hedgerow, forest, bog, waste ground
· observe, discuss and investigate water in the local environment
	rainfall, puddles and streams
	water, sand and stones in streams, ponds, lakes or at the seashore
· observe, collect and investigate a variety of natural materials in the local environment
	mud, sand, pebbles, stones and rocks
	group these materials according to a number of criteria (e.g. colour, texture, 	hardness)
· record and communicate experiences and observations using oral language and
	pictures

Examples of learning activities:
· Visit the local park 
· Identify some plants and animals that live there
· Observe and measure rainfall in the school yard
· Make simple drawings of observations of the local environment
· Find some natural materials and classify them according to specified criteria

Strand Unit: Weather

The child should be enabled to…
· observe and discuss a variety of weather conditions using simple vocabulary
	rainy days, sunny days, foggy days
· record weather observations using a weather chart or diary 
· become aware of some of the effects of different weather conditions on human,
	animal and plant life in the local environment
· discuss the suitability of different kinds of clothes for different weather conditions
· recognise that some weather patterns are associated with seasonal change and distinguish between summer and winter.

Examples of learning activities:
· Observe the weather on a daily basis
· Record observations on the weather chart
· Learn the names of the four seasons
· Describe some features of autumn
· Choose suitable clothing for different weather conditions
· Draw suitable clothes for a wet day and for a sunny day

Strand Unit: Planet Earth in Space

The child should be enabled to

· identify and discuss the sun, the moon and stars
· recognise the difference between day and night

Examples of learning activities:
· Describe in simple terms what the sun, the moon and the stars are
· Draw the sun, the moon and the stars
· Observe the moon and the stars and discuss their observations

Strand: Environmental awareness and care

Strand Unit: Caring for my locality 

The child should be enabled to

· observe, discuss and appreciate the attributes of the local environment
	beauty and diversity of plants and animals in a variety of habitats
	attractive elements of natural and human environments
· appreciate that people share the environment with plant and animal life
· develop a sense of responsibility for taking care of and enhancing the environment
· identify, discuss and implement simple strategies for improving and caring for the environment
	things I can do
	caring for clothes, toys and other possessions
	keeping home and surroundings clean and tidy
	caring for living and non-living things in the locality
	things we can do together
	keeping classroom, school and play spaces clean, tidy and safe
	disposing of litter appropriately
	collecting paper, cans and other materials for recycling

Examples of learning activities:
· Explain what rubbish is
· Describe what happens to rubbish after is goes in the bin
· Sequence images depicting the story of rubbish
· Learn that litter is waste out of place
· Describe the harm that litter can do to plants and animals
· Choose and implement one strategy for caring for the environment
· List some reasons why we should care for the environment
· Describe the effect that litter has on plant and animals
· Take care of their personal possessions 
· Clean and tidy the classroom each day












	Approaches and Methodologies

Talk and discussion – Will be used as an integral part of all geography lessons. Children will be given opportunities to speak in front of the whole class, in small groups and in pairs as appropriate to their needs and the situation. Children will be encouraged to ask questions and to use the geographical language that they have learned for example, language relating to directions or the location of objects and places. 

Active learning – Wherever possible the children will be active in the learning process, rather than passively receiving information. For example, when we are learning about the weather the children will observe the weather and record it on the weather chart by choosing the correct symbols each day.

Guided discovery – Where possible, the children will be given opportunities to discover information themselves rather than being told it by the teacher. For example, they will be given an opportunity to observe and draw plans and animals that they find in the local environment. 

Collaborative learning – The children will be encouraged to learn from one another and to share their learning with others. The ‘think, pair, share’ strategy will frequently be used in order to promote collaborative learning. 

Using the environment – The geography programme will naturally make the use of the environment, both natural and man-made, when appropriate. For example, when the children are learning about the school under the living in the local community strand, they will observe and make simple drawings of the school and immediate surroundings. 

Use of ICT – Where appropriate, ICT will be used to enhance the delivery of the SPHE programme. For example, the projector will be used to show the whole class an enlarged images and photographs.

Direct teaching – At times when prior knowledge cannot be elicited from the children, direct teaching of geographical language, skills and concepts will be necessary. For example, if the children do not have the language for describing the weather, it will be taught.

Use of photos – Where relevant and appropriate (and when an actual journey to such a place is not feasible) photographs and images will be used. For example, when we are learning about the animals that live in Greenland, photographs will be used. 

Map-work – The children will be introduced to basic map skills and will make simple maps of the school and the home. 
Investigations – The children will participate in investigations in order to promote their skills of working as a geographer. For example, the children will observe and record the weather on a daily basis and note how the weather patterns change with the seasons. 

Role play & Aistear – Where appropriate the children will engage in role play and drama activities in order to help them to understand the lives and work of other people more fully. For example, the children will mime engage in role play relating to the work of various community helpers.




	Resources

· Items to be used regularly: The children’s copy books, colouring pencils, pencils, clipboards, Interactive Whiteboard
· Relevant worksheets, for example a worksheet for recording observed plant and animal life in the local natural environment
· Photographs and images, for example photographs of buildings in the locality/ pictures of the home and the rooms in it
· Weather chart, toy binoculars, toy TV screen, seasons display,
· Cards/ print outs for matching activities, for example pictures of community helpers, pictures of places where people work in the locality
· Stories and picture books, for example, stories about people living in other places both in Ireland and abroad
· Resource for Aistear and play based activities, for example Lego, blocks
· Posters, for example a poster of a “town”




	Differentiation
Learning Content
· Level – At times the level and the complexity of the content will be varied to reflect the diversity of the children’s abilities. For example, less able children and children with EAL will learn the names for more common community helpers such as garda, doctor, dentist etc. More able children will learn a wider range of community helper jobs e.g. paramedic. 

Learning Process
· Teaching style - A variety of teaching methods will be used to cater for children with different learning styles for example discussion, whole class work, individual work, active learning, investigation, story, images, active learning, role play etc. Differentiated questioning will also be used throughout all lessons as questions will be of lower, middle and higher order.
· Task – Tasks that are set relating to learning activities will be varied according to the children’s ability levels. For example, less able children will be asked to identify draw a simple drawing of their home. More able children will be asked to include more detail in their drawings.
· Pace – Early finishers will be provided with additional tasks and worksheets. Children who need extra time to complete tasks will be given it.  
· Interest – The children’s natural curiosity and desire to learn about the world around them will be used as motivation for many of the geography lessons and themes. 
· Choice – At times children will be given the option of completing activities through drawing and/ or writing (for example drawing their home and/or writing a description of it).
· Support – additional teacher support will be provided to less able children when they are undertaking teacher designed tasks and when they are completing written work. 
· Resource - Images will be used to support children who have English as an additional language. I will make an effort to speak slowly and clearly in order to ensure that children with EAL understand. 

Learning Outcome
· Response - All children will be expected to learn basic ideas, skills and concepts relating to topics covered, however I will have differentiated expectations in relation to the quality of the work produced by students and the quantity of information retained by them. For example, I will expect more able children to know the names of a wider variety of plants and animals than less able children.




	Assessment

· Teacher observation – This is the method of assessment that I will use most frequently in geography lessons. I will observe the children to gauge whether they are interested and engaged in geography lessons. Observations relating to the children’s progress in geography that I feel are of concern will be recorded in written format on their individual assessment sheet in my assessment folder. Significant progress or ability in geography will also be recorded on this sheet. 
· Teacher designed tasks and tests – Will be included in most geography lessons in order to promote active learning and to assess the children’s ability to successfully apply what they have learned. Tasks may include pair work, completing a worksheet, undertaking an investigation or completing a matching activity. The active learning situations in which these tasks will take place can be used to assess the progress of individuals and groups and can be especially useful in evaluating children’s development of skills and attitudes. The way in which the children complete investigations in the environment will provide much crucial evidence of learning in geography. 
· Self-assessment – When possible I will encourage the children to engage in self-assessment and to reflect critically on their work. For example, I may ask a child to describe what they have drawn to me and to choose one thing they think they did well and one thing they could improve on in future. 
· Questioning – Questioning will be used frequently throughout all lessons. Questions asked will be of lower, middle and higher order. 
· Portfolio assessment – The work that they children do in their copy books will provide a written record of their work. Any worksheets that the children complete will be complied in their folders and will provide a further written record of progress in geography. 
· Conferencing – when the children are engaged in independent work or pair work activities, I will circulate and discuss individual children’s progress with them. This will be done in order to give the children an opportunity to share any difficulties or misunderstandings they may have, and for me to ask whether they are interested in and are enjoying the geography lessons. 










	Linkage and Integration

Linkage
· Weather in Ireland and how it affects us:  Weather in other countries and how it affects the people living there
· My family and community – Identify and discuss the roles of people who serve the local community: People at work – discuss the work of people in the local community
· People at work and at play in the locality: People at work and at play in other places
· Homes in the local community: Homes in other places
· Environmental awareness and care: Many of the objectives of this strand will be achieved as children complete work in other strands of the geography curriculum 

Integration
· English – Oral language – discussions
· Irish – Sa bhaile, éadaí
· Maths – Data – weather chart to record observations 
· PE – Outdoor and adventure activities, people at play
· SPHE – Myself and the wider world, Myself and others: Living in the local community
· History – How the local natural and local built environment has changed over time, story – people and places in other areas
· Science – Environmental awareness and care, energy and forces – heat (weather), fabric and fibre (clothing for different weather conditions), living things/ materials (the local natural environment), living things – processes of life (weather)
· Art – Drawing – making simple drawings of home, school etc. and journeys to and from these places, drawing plants and animals observed in the local natural environment
· Drama – Role play of the work of various community helpers





