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	Aims
The aims of my First/ Second Class history programme are in keeping with the aims of the history curriculum and are related to the context of our school and the specific needs, interests and abilities of the children in my class. 

My aims are to enable the children to:
· To develop an interest in and a curiosity about the past.
· To make the child aware or the lives of women, men and children in the past and how people and events have had an impact upon each other.
· To develop an understanding of the concepts of change and continuity.
· To provide for the acquisition of concepts and skills associated with sequences, time, and chronology, appropriate to the developmental stages of the child.
· To allow the child to encounter and to use a range of historical evidence systematically and critically.
· To provide opportunities for the child to communicate historical findings and interpretations in a variety of ways.
· To foster sensitivity to the impact of conversation and change within local and wider environments.
· To help the child recognize and examine the influences of the past on the attitudes and behaviour of people today.
· To foster a willingness to explore personal attitudes and values and to promote an openness to the possibility of changing one’s own point of view.
· To encourage the child to recognize how the past and present actions, events and materials may become historically significant.
· To enable the child to acquire a balanced appreciation of cultural and historical inheritances from local, national and global contexts.
· Explore and record significant personal events and dates
· To be curious about the history of their locality and family and to develop the skills that will enable them to pursue their interests and satisfy their curiosity.
· To communicate historical understanding in a variety of ways, using appropriate language and other techniques or media
· To study a range of people and events in the past in order to develop a balanced understanding of family & locality
· To develop a sense of personal, local  identity through studying the history and cultural inheritance of local and other communities






	Skills and Concepts Development

Working as a Historian

Through completing the strand units of the history curriculum the child should be enabled to…

Time and chronology
· begin to distinguish between the past, the present and the future
· begin to develop an understanding of chronology through exploring and recording simple sequences and by placing objects or pictures in historical sequence
Change and continuity
· explore instances of change and continuity, especially in personal life, in family and local history
Cause and effect 
· discuss the reasons why some events may have happened and some of their consequences
Using evidence
· examine a range of simple historical evidence such as photographs, objects, memories of older people, buildings etc.
· begin to distinguish between fictional accounts of stories, myths, legends people and events from the past and real events from the past
Synthesis and communication
· communicate an awareness of stories, people and events from the past in a variety of ways
Empathy
· imagine and discuss the feelings of characters in stories from the past




	Content

Strands and strand units:

Strand: Myself and my family
Strand Unit (s): Myself, my family, when my grandparents were young, games in the past, feasts and festivals in the past

Strand: Change and continuity
Strand Unit (s): Continuity and change in the local environment

Strand: Story                  
Strand Unit (s): Stories

______________________________________________________________________________

An overview of the curricular objectives to be taught

Strand: Myself and my family

Strand Unit:  Myself

The child should be enabled to

· explore and record significant personal dates and events
birthdays
how I changed as I grew up
first visits on holidays
when my brother or sister was born
when I moved home
when we got a new caravan or trailer
first day at school or in this class
· collect, discuss and compare simple items of evidence from own past
photographs of myself or my home
items of clothing, toys
first reading book or copybooks
· construct simple personal timeline or storyline 

Strand Unit:  My family, or the family of a person known to me

The child should be enabled to

· explore and record significant features, events and dates in the past of the child's family and extended family
· compare ages of family members: old/older, young/younger
· discuss and record significant family events
births, moving home, holidays
· collect, explore and discuss a range of simple evidence, noting changes and developments and items which have stayed the same
photographs of family members and events
simple mementoes or memorabilia
items used by parent(s) or guardian(s) when they were young
· compile simple family tree, scrapbook or timeline

Strand Unit: When my grandparents were young

The child should be enabled to
· explore and record aspects of the lives of people when his/her grandparents were young
where grandparents lived, their homes
work they did, their clothes and food
how they travelled
their games, hobbies, toys, dances and songs
· listen to adults talking about their own past
· collect and/or examine simple evidence in school or in a local museum
household tools and equipment
some farm tools
packages or boxes, toys or games
newspapers or magazines, letters or postcards
· compare lives of people in the past with the lives of people today, noting differences and similarities
· learn songs and dances, or play games from the past
· record material on appropriate timeline 

Strand Unit: Games in the past

The child should be enabled to
· explore and record traditional non-formal games, especially those common in the locality and those known to parents or grandparents
street games, local games, house games
, May Day games, 
· collect information on rules, traditions, songs or rhymes associated with the games
· handle, collect or reconstruct articles used in such games, where possible 

Strand Unit: Feasts and festivals in the past

The child should be enabled to
· explore and discuss the origins and traditions of some common festivals
local feasts and festivals celebrated by various members of the school community
· listen to, discuss, explore and record associated stories, legends, games and songs


Strand: Change and Continuity

Strand Unit:  Change and continuity in the local environment

The child should be enabled to
· visit, explore and become aware of elements in the local environment which show continuity and change
my home - when built, when and why it was changed
street scene now and then
a local building (e.g. house, church, barn or farmyard, railway station, school, castle, old wall, estate garden, mill)
a factory - product in the past, product now
· listen to and record memories of older people about such places
· compare photographs, drawings and simple accounts of the site in the past with the site now
· use simple work directives, work cards or trail leaflets
· record findings through drawing and other art work, modelling, photographs, information and communiation technologies
· use appropriate timelines

Strand: Story

Strand Unit: Stories

The child should be enabled to
· listen to, discuss, retell and record some simply told stories from the lives of people who have made a contribution to local and/or national life and to the lives of people in other countries through technological, scientific, cultural and artistic activities as well as those who have contributed to social and political developments
· become aware of the lives of women, men and children from different social, cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds, including the lives of 'ordinary' as well as 'more famous' people
· listen to local people telling stories about their past
· listen to, discuss, retell and record a range of myths and legends from different cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds in Ireland and other countries
· distinguish between fictional accounts in stories, myths and legends and real people and events in the past
· discuss chronology of events (beginning, middle, end) in a story
· discuss the actions and feelings of characters
· express or record stories through simple writing, art work, drama, music, mime and movement and using information and communication technologies
· display storyline pictures showing episodes in sequence
· use appropriate timelines




	Methodologies

Using a variety of different methodologies helps children with differing learning styles to access the curriculum. The following methodologies will be used regularly throughout the year: 

Talk and Discussion
This will be used as a methodology in all history lessons. The children will be encouraged to speak in front of the class, in small groups and in pairs. Children will be encouraged to ask questions and to share what they have learned with their peers. 
Direct Teaching
Direct teaching of key ideas and facts will be necessary at times. For example, the children will need to be taught terms such as ‘artefact, timeline ’etc. if they do not know them already. 
Use of ICT
When relevant ICT will be used to enhance the children’s learning. For example, a cartoon video about the life of Helen Keller will be shown in order to bring the story to life for the children. 
Collaborative/ co-operative learning
The children will be encouraged to share what they have learned with their peers and the ‘think, pair, share’ methodology will be used frequently. The children will be asked to bring in artefacts and to discuss and share them with their peers. 
Guided discovery/ inquiry
The children will be encouraged to work as historians and to discover evidence relating to their own past through asking their parents and grandparents for information, documentary evidence, photographs and artefacts. 
Learning through play
The children will be encouraged to consolidate their learning in history through their play when possible. For example, when we are learning about how family members care for one another children will be given opportunities to explore this through small world and role play with dolls etc. 
Active learning
The children will be active in their learning, rather than being passive recipients of knowledge. For example, when we are learning about the cave drawings we will practice making cave drawings of our own.  
Drama 
Drama will be used as a methodology in history in order to develop a deeper understanding and a sense of empathy towards the people that we are learning about. For example, the children will mime getting ready for the journey to Space- Neil Armstrong.  
Story
I will use stories and storytelling frequently in history lessons. The following are some examples of how stories will be used:
· biographical and autobiographical accounts of the lives of the people from the past that we are learning about
· stories from people who are still alive speaking about their past e.g. a grandparent telling stories about their own childhood
· fictional stories that from part of our heritage e.g. Irish myths and legends
Using Evidence and artefacts
I will make extensive use of evidence. Opportunities to observe, handle, examine, question, compare, make deductions and draw conclusions from historical evidence will be provided e.g. examining toys from the past. The children will also be encouraged to bring in artefacts such as clothes they wore when they were babies. 
Pictures and photographs
The children will be given opportunities to examine pictures and photographs that are relevant to the topic under study. For example photographs of families caring for one another in different ways will be used.
Documentary evidence
When available documentary evidence will be used. Documentary evidence may include:
• items from the child’s own history, including birthday cards, first books, scrapbooks, etc.
• advertisements, packaging, labels, tickets.
• back issues of magazines. 
• postcards and letters







	Assessment

Self-assessment
When possible, I will encourage the children to engage in self-assessment and to reflect critically on their work. For example, I may ask a child to describe what they have drawn to me and to choose one thing they think they did well and one thing they could improve on in future. They will also use their ‘I need help’ and ‘I’m okay’ cards during lessons. 

Conferencing 
When the children are engaged in independent work or pair work activities, I will circulate and discuss individual children’s progress with them. This will be done in order to give the children an opportunity to share any difficulties or misunderstandings they may have, and for me to ask whether they are interested in and are enjoying the lesson. 

Work samples and portfolios 
Each child will have work samples that demonstrate understanding of particular concepts across the curriculum. 

Questioning 
Questioning will be used frequently throughout all lessons. Questions asked will be of lower, middle and higher order. 

Teacher observation
I will observe children throughout lessons to determine their level of understanding. I will regularly use checklists to record whether or not pupils have achieved the learning objective of the lesson. Each child will also have a section in my assessment folder where I will make a written note of any relevant observations on their individual observational assessment record. 

Teacher-designed tasks and tests
The children will undertake tasks during each history lesson. They will undertake tasks individually and as part of a group. Practical tasks will allow the teacher to see if the children are able to apply the knowledge they have acquired. 
 

	Differentiation
Learning Content
· Level – At times the level and the complexity of the content will be varied to reflect the diversity of the children’s abilities. For example, less able children and children with EAL will learn the titles of a more limited number of family members e.g. brother/ sister/ mother/ father, and more able children will learn the terms to refer to extended family members e.g. niece/ nephew etc.
· Sequence - Children may progress through material at a different sequence depending on their needs.
Learning Process
· Teaching style - A variety of teaching methods will be used to cater for children with different learning styles for example discussion, whole class work, individual work, active learning, investigation etc. Differentiated questioning will also be used throughout all lessons as questions will be of lower, middle and higher order.
· Task – Tasks that are set relating to learning activities will be varied according to the children’s ability levels. 
· Pace – Early finishers will be provided with additional tasks and worksheets. Children who need extra time to complete tasks will be given it.  
· Interest – The children’s natural curiosity and desire to learn about the world around them will be used as motivation for working as a historian. 
· Choice – At times children will be given the option of completing activities through drawing and/ or writing.
· Support – additional teacher support will be provided to less able children when they are undertaking teacher designed tasks and when they are completing written work. Images will be used to support children who have English as an additional language. I will make an effort to speak slowly and clearly at all times.
Learning Outcome
· Response - All children will be expected to learn basic ideas, skills and concepts relating to topics covered, for example, that things have changed in many ways since their grandparents were children. More able children may extend this to thinking about ways that things may change by the time they themselves become grandparents.  




	Linkage and Integration

Myself and my family - Myself
Linkage
· Constructing personal timelines, constructing family timelines and timelines of stories and events
· Examining evidence from own past, examining evidence from historical events
Integration
· Gaeilge – Mé féin
· SPHE – Myself strand
· Science – Myself strand
Myself and my family – My family or the family of a person known to me
Linkage
· Exploring details of events in the past of family members, When my grandparents were young
· Collecting and exploring evidence from family events, Collecting and exploring evidence from historical events
Integration
· Science – Human life processes
· SPHE – Myself and others
· Gaeilge – Mo theaghlach
· Geography – My family and community

Myself and my family – When my grandparents were young
Linkage
· Games, hobbies, toys, dances and songs from my grandparents’ time, Games in the past
Integration
· Science – Human life processes, growing and changing
· SPHE – Myself and others
· Geography – My family and community
Myself and my family – Games in the past
Linkage
· Games in the past, Games mentioned in stories from people in the past
Integration
· PE – Games
· SPHE – Safe play spaces
· Geography – Play spaces in the locality


Myself and my family – Feasts and festivals in the past
Linkage
· Stories, legends, games and songs associated with feasts and festivals in the past, Stories strand unit
Integration
· English – Reading and writing about feasts and festivals
· Religious Education – Feasts and festivals

Change and continuity – Continuity and change in the local environment
Linkage
· Listen to older people talking about places, Listening to their grandparents and other local people telling stories from their past
Integration
· Geography – The local environment
· SPHE – Myself and the wider world
· Science – Environmental awareness and care

Story - Stories
Linkage
· Stories, legends, games and songs associated with feasts and festivals in the past
Integration
· English – Stories
· Religious Education – Feasts and festivals
· Gaeilge – Scéalaíocht
· Drama – Drama based on stories from the past















	Resources

The  following  resources will  be  used in the delivery of the history programme: 

· Worksheets e.g. for making cave drawings
· Video clips e.g. the life of Neil Armstrong from YouTube
· Images and pictures e.g. pictures of family members caring for one another
· Relevant picture books e.g. ‘Love you Forever’ by Robert Munsch
· Artefacts e.g. personal items belong to the children that they used when they were younger, items of clothing that are used at different stages of a baby’s development, photograph of myself at different ages, personal items belong to the children that they used when they were younger, photographs that the children bring in e.g. of their family, toys that were played with when their parents were children
· Workbooks such as Unlocking SESE, and What a Wonderful World
· We are the World SESE resource CD rom etc.




