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	Aims
The aims of my First / Second Class geography programme are closely tied to the aims of the geography curriculum as follows:

· to develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider environments and their interrelationships.
· to encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and human conditions on the Earth.
· to develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an understanding of human interdependence
· to develop the ability to use a range of communicative methods, especially those concerned with the development of graphicacy (mapping and other non-verbal, non-numerical forms of data presentation).
· to encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial awareness
· to encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour towards the environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion, resolution and avoidance of environmental problems.
· to develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts. 




	Skills and Concepts Development

The geographical skills and concepts below will be developed as work is completed on the strands and strand units of the curriculum.

A Sense of place and space

A sense of place
· explore and come to know some of the distinctive human and natural features of the locality
people living and working in the area
homes and other buildings, natural features
· develop an awareness of people and places in other areas

A sense of space
· discuss and record the relative location of familiar human and natural features in the locality
in simple language (e.g. near, in front of, at the corner)
in simple drawings, plans, maps and models

· discuss and record simply journeys to and from places in the immediate environment and beyond
home, homes of relatives and friends
play spaces, shops and other significant buildings
major urban area, sports ground, holiday locations
· give and follow simple directions to places in the immediate environment
places in the school building and playground

Maps, globes and graphical skills

Using pictures, maps and globes
· record areas in the immediate environment and places in stories using simple picture maps, models and other methods
my room, my home, its surroundings
my way to school and shops
imagined areas (e.g. a route in a story such as 'Little Red Riding Hood')
· explore the outlines and plans of small everyday items
small objects such as pencil case or box
model buildings from toy farm or train set
· develop some awareness of maps and if possible aerial photographs of limited areas in the locality
· explore directions in the classroom using simple signpost maps
· identify land and sea on maps and globes
· use maps of Ireland and the globe to develop an awareness of other places.

Geographical investigation skills
Questioning
· ask questions about natural and human features in the immediate environment
What animals and plants live here?
What has changed since I was last here?
Observing
· observe, compare and discuss natural and human features in the local environment
colours and textures in the built environment
different plants and animals in contrasting environments
Predicting
· suggest outcomes of an investigation, based on observations
suggest when water in river will be muddy
Investigating and experimenting
· carry out simple investigations and collect information from a variety of sources
direct observations in the environment
classroom investigations
books, information and communication technologies, other media
Estimating and measuring
· begin to use simple methods to estimate, measure and compare observations
use non-standard units of length to measure distances
use balance to compare weights of samples collected
Analysing
· sort and group people, features, events and natural phenomena
the people who work in shops, offices or factories
living things on the seashore, on the farm or in the park
· begin to look for and recognise patterns and relationships in the environment
connection between dark clouds and rainfall
links between homes of people and climate
· draw conclusions from simple investigations
Recording and communicating
· describe and discuss observations orally using an expanding vocabulary
· represent findings pictorially or using other media
friezes, pictograms, information and communication technologies




	Content

Strands and strand units:

Strand: Human environments
Strand Unit (s): Living in the local community, People and places in other areas

Strand: Natural environments   
Strand Unit (s): The local natural environment, weather, planet earth in space

Strand: Environmental Awareness and Care       
Strand Unit (s): Caring for my locality
______________________________________________________________________________

An overview of the content objectives to be taught

Strand: Human environments

Strand Unit: Living in the local community

The child should be enabled to

My family and community
· explore and discuss his/her role and that of others in the family, school and local community
· become aware of and learn to value the diversity of people who live in the local community and the contribution they make
· begin to recognise the interdependence of individuals and groups in the local community
· develop some awareness of people living in other areas and of the links between them and the local community

Homes and shelter
· recognise that people live in a variety of homes
· describe his/her home, its location and surroundings
· record some of these features using simple drawings, plans, displays, models and sketches
· investigate materials used to construct homes and identify materials of local origin
· discuss and record simply journeys to and from homes
· develop an awareness and appreciation of different types of homes in the locality and in other areas
· develop an awareness of homelessness

People at work
· investigate the work of people in a range of locations in the locality
· investigate the work of people involved in transport and communications
· discuss and record simply the buildings and places where people work, especially those in the locality
· discuss and record simply journeys to workplaces
· become aware of the work of people in other areas who supply food and other products to us

People at play
· appreciate the roles of people who help at play
· describe location and features of play spaces
· discuss, and record simply, journeys to and from play spaces

Strand Unit: People and places in other areas
· become familiar with some aspects of the lives of people and especially of children in Ireland, Europe and other areas
· appreciate ways in which people in different areas depend on one another and on people living in other parts of the world

Strand: Natural environments

Strand Unit: The local natural environment

The child should be enabled to

· identify, explore and discuss aspects of some major natural features in the local environment
· observe, discuss and investigate water in the locality
· observe, collect and investigate a variety of natural materials in the local environment
· record and communicate experiences and observations using simple drawings, plans, displays, models and sketches

Strand Unit: Weather
· observe and record varying weather conditions using appropriate vocabulary and simple equipment
· begin to associate cloud cover and other conditions with different types of weather
· begin to make and test simple weather predictions
· identify ways in which weather influences the lives of people
· observe and record the influences weather and seasonal changes have on people, animals and plants in the locality
· contrast weather in the locality with that in other areas

Strand Unit: Planet earth in space
· recognise the sun as a source of heat and light
· identify the sun, the moon, stars, day and night
· develop familiarity with the spherical nature of the Earth


Strand: Environmental awareness and care

Strand Unit: Caring for my locality

The child should be enabled to
· identify, discuss and appreciate the natural and human features of the local environment
· observe and develop an awareness of living things in a range of habitats in local and wider environments
· observe similarities and differences among plants and animals in different local habitats
· develop an awareness that air, water, soil, living and non-living things are essential to the environment
· begin to recognise that people, animals and plants depend on one another
· realise that there is both an individual and a community responsibility for taking care of the environment
· identify, discuss and implement simple strategies for improving and caring for the environment
· identify and help to implement simple strategies for protecting, conserving and enhancing the environment
become aware of ways in which the environment can be polluted or harmed












	Methodologies

Using a variety of different methodologies helps children with differing learning styles to access the curriculum. The following methodologies will be used regularly throughout the year: 

· Talk and Discussion
· Active Learning
· Collaborative Learning (pair work & group work)
· Problem Solving
· Skills through content
· Using the environment e.g. habitat study
· Use of ICT  
· Whole class work
· Individual work
· Direct teaching
· Use of story and song
· Guided discovery
· Investigation
· Learning through play








	Assessment

Self-assessment
When possible I will encourage the children to engage in self-assessment and to reflect critically on their work. For example, I may ask a child to describe what they have drawn to me and to choose one thing they think they did well and one thing they could improve on in future. They will also use their ‘I need help’ and ‘I’m okay’ cards during lessons. 

Conferencing 
When the children are engaged in independent work or pair work activities, I will circulate and discuss individual children’s progress with them. This will be done in order to give the children an opportunity to share any difficulties or misunderstandings they may have, and for me to ask whether they are interested in and are enjoying the lesson. 

Work samples
Each child has a SESE copy book where they stick work samples that demonstrate understanding of particular concepts across the curriculum. 

Questioning 
Questioning will be used frequently throughout all lessons. Questions asked will be of lower, middle and higher order. 

Teacher observation
I will observe children throughout lessons to determine their level of understanding. I will regularly use checklists to record whether or not pupils have achieved the learning objective of the lesson. Each child will also have a section in my assessment folder where I will make a written note of any relevant observations on their individual observational assessment record. 

Teacher-designed tasks and tests
The children will undertake tasks during each geography lesson. They will undertake tasks individually and as part of a group. Practical tasks will allow the teacher to see if the children are able to apply the knowledge they have acquired. 
 





	Differentiation
Learning Content
· Level – At times the level and the complexity of the content will be varied to reflect the diversity of the children’s abilities. For example, less able children and children with EAL will learn the names of a more limited number of weather conditions than more able children. 
· Sequence - Children may progress through material at a different sequence depending on their needs.
Learning Process
· Teaching style - A variety of teaching methods will be used to cater for children with different learning styles for example discussion, whole class work, individual work, active learning, investigation etc. Differentiated questioning will also be used throughout all lessons as questions will be of lower, middle and higher order.
· Task – Tasks that are set relating to learning activities will be varied according to the children’s ability levels. 
· Pace – Early finishers will be provided with additional tasks and worksheets. Children who need extra time to complete tasks will be given it.  
· Interest – The children’s natural curiosity and desire to learn about the world around them will be used as motivation for investigations in geography. 
· Choice – At times children will be given the option of completing activities through drawing and/ or writing.
· Support – additional teacher support will be provided to less able children when they are undertaking teacher designed tasks and when they are completing written work. Images will be used to support children who have English as an additional language. I will make an effort to speak slowly and clearly at all times.
Learning Outcome
· Response - All children will be expected to learn basic ideas, skills and concepts relating to topics covered for example that we should limit energy consumption in order to help limit climate change. More able children will learn that energy can also be produced from green or renewable sources such as solar, wind and hydro power and we would not need to limit energy use if it comes from these sources. 






	Linkage and Integration

Human environments – living in the local community
Linkage
· My family and community, families and communities in other areas
· Homes and shelter – my home, other people’s homes and homes in other areas
· People at work in Ireland, people at work in other areas
Integration
· Gaeilge – Mo theaghlach, mo theach, caitheamh aimsire (people at play), art scoil (people at work)
· SPHE – myself and my family, (people at play) playing safely
· Art – constructing models of homes
· History – myself and my family
· PE – walking to the local park and play spaces and recording these journeys

Natural environments – The local natural environment
Linkage
· Investigate water in the locality, weather – floods, rain etc. 
Integration
· Science – waterproof materials, collecting leaves, tree seeds etc. during habitat study
· English – writing about habitats in the locality

Natural environments – Weather
Linkage
· Planet earth in space (the sun as a source of heat and light), weather and seasonal change
Integration
· Science – local habitat study in the park, energy and climate change, heat and light 
· Drama – Eddie the Penguin Saves the World (Climate change)
· Gaeilge – An aimsir
· Art – Designing clothes in fabric and fibre for different seasons and weather conditions

Natural environments – Planet earth in space
Linkage
· Weather and how it is influenced by the sun and the moon
Integration
· English – Picture book ‘Night Monkey, Day Monkey’
· Science – How the sun affects plants and animals, nocturnal animals

Environmental Awareness and Care – Caring for my locality
Linkage
· Living in the local - The interdependence of those in the local community e.g. people who care for the environment (litter warden, cutting grass in local park etc.)
· People at work – People who work in protecting the environment e.g. SEAI, County Council etc.
· People at play – making sure play spaces are safe and clean e.g. no litter
· People and places in other areas – The poles and climate change
Integration
· Science – Environmental awareness and care, plants, animals and protecting habitats
· Learn together – Ethics and the environment
· SPHE – Myself and the wider world – environmental care, Safe play spaces
· English – Picture books e.g. ‘Michael Recycle and Litterbug Doug’







	Resources/ Manipulatives

The following  resources will  be  used in the delivery of the Geography programme: 

· Pictures and visual aids
· Books – What a Wonderful World, Earthlink, Window on the World, Unlocking SESE
· Maps, globes, atlas
· ICT – Google Earth, computer, school camera, PowerPoint
· Pencils and crayons
· Nature study copy books, scrap books
· Worksheets
· The natural environment
· The nature table
· Weather recording chart






