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PARENT INTERVIEWS: - Parent interviews are - Tuesday 03 February to Friday 07 February 2026.
School will finish at 1.15 pm for all pupils.

HALF TERM - School will close on Monday 9 February 2026 at 2.00 pm
and reopen on Monday 16 February 2026
We wish all our boys and girls an enjoyable break!

ADDITIONAL STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS
2025/6

A letter was received by all schools on Friday 30
January, from the Department of Education
issuing 2 additional School Development days to
be used during the 2025/6 academic year; 1
before the end of term 2 and 1 in term 3. This is
to allow schools time to prepare for the
implementation of the new curriculum.

School will be closed to all pupils on Wednesday
18 March and Monday 13 April for staff
training.

PRIMARY 7 SCHOOL TRANSFER PROCESS
KEY DATES

The EA Post primary application portal will close
on Thursday 19 February 2026, AT 12 NOON

On'9 May 2026 parents will be notified of their
child's school placement.

Please ensure your application is submitted
before the deadline or it will be handled under
the late application procedures - ie after all
the punctual applications have been sorted.

If you have any queries the EA helpdesk can be
contacted on 028 9598 5595 (open 9 am-5 pm
throughout the application window) or by emailing
postprimaryadmissions@eani.org.uk

SEAG 2026/7

We would like to invite the parents of Primary 6
pupils to an information session on Wednesday 4
March at 2.30pm to discuss preparation for the
SEAG tests.

INTERNET SAFETY DAY

This will be marked in school by a special
assembly on Friday 6 February led by our Digital
Leaders, and with planned activities in class on
Monday 9 February 2026.

‘ROCK UP IN RED' DAY
Rock up in Red Day - Friday 6 February 2026
We are having a 'Rock Up in Red Day' on Friday 6
February 2026 to raise awareness and funds to
buy resources to support our First Aid
programme.
Simply come to school wearing something red and
pay £1.50 via ParentPay! (This can range from
being entirely dressed in red to non-uniform
accessorised with just a little red!)

No football tops please

PRIMARY 6 and 7 RESIDENTIAL TRIP
We are looking forward to our P6-7 School Trip
to Northumberland - 1 fo 4 June 2026

The remaining cost of £449 should be paid by
17 April 2026.

Further details will be given at the parents
meeting on Wednesday 6 May at 2.30pm

MILK ORDERS - TERM 2b

If you would like your child to receive milk from
Monday 16th February to Monday 31 March
(x31 1/3 pint milk) you can place your order now.

Pupils taking milk will pay £6.51 (31 days at 21p).
via Parentpay. This is the only way milk can be
ordered and paid.

Orders will close at 10 am on Wednesday 4
February. No orders can be accepted after
this deadline.
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HELPING HANDS WEEK

Our Helping Hands messages are:

*There is nothing so awful (or so small) that you
can't talk about it with someone.

*We all have the right to feel safe all the time.
*Others have the right to feel safe with us.

*In School if someone says or does something T
do not like, before going to a teacher I say, ‘Stop
it I don't like itI'

Well done to all the children for working so well
during Helping Hands weeks and completing lots
of acts of kindness!

All the classes earned lots of 10-point tokens for
their class kindness challenges!

Some boys and girls were awarded 50 points for
their class by the mystery staff members who
spent all week watching for outstanding kindness!

The winning class who totalled the most kindness
points is Primary 2 CM.

They will receive a special class treat of an ice
cream party.

SCHOOL CLOSURES 2025-26
Please ensure family holidays are arranged
around school closures.

Half Term 2 10 February 2026 to 13 February

2026 (4 days)

March Holiday 17 March 2026 + 18™ March (2

days)
Easter Hol 01 April 2026 to 13 April 2026
(09 days)
Term 3 Starts Tues 14 April 2026
May Holiday 04 May 2026 (1 day)
May 20 May 2026 and 25 May 2026

(4 days)
School Year ends on Fri 26 June 2026

PHA GUIDANCE
There is a particularly unpleasant fummy bug
currently circulating around the school.

Please be reminded of PHA 48-hour rule
regarding the return to school after vomiting and
diarrhoea bugs.

Your child must be symptom-free for at least
two full days (48 hours) from their last bout of
vomiting or diarrhoea before going back to
school’

Many thanks for assistance in controlling the
spread.

HEADLICE

We have recently been made aware of cases of
head lice within our school community. We thank
parents for making us aware.

While head lice are common and not a sign of
poor hygiene, it is important that we work
together to prevent them from spreading. We
kindly ask all parents and carers to:

Check your child's hair regularly for signs of
head lice or eggs (nits).

Treat promptly if any are found, following the
recommended guidance from your pharmacist or
healthcare provider.

Continue to check all family members, as lice can
spread easily through close contact.

To help minimise the spread, please ensure your
child's hair is tied back if it is long.

Head lice are a nuisance but can be effectively
managed if we all follow this advice.

SAFEGUARDING TEAM
If at any time you have any concerns of a Child Protection nature, you
can arrange to speak to any member of our Safeguarding Team by
contacting the School Office or by contacting the relevant member of
the team via email.
e The following are members of the school's Safeguarding
Team:
e  Designated Teacher - Mrs LA Bovill  Ibovill766@c2kni.net
e Deputy Designated Teacher - Mrs T Whann
twhann312@c2kni.net
¢ Principal and Chair of the Safeguarding team - Mrs K Parker,
kparker600@c2kni.net
¢ Chair of the Board of Governors - Claire Calderwood
¢  Designated Governor for Child Protection - Rev M Neilly.
markneilly@hotmail.com

At any time you can talk to a social worker at the B
Children’s Services Gateway Team on 0300 1234 333 9
or the PSNI Central referral Unit (cru@psni.police.uk) ;\‘?ﬁ
or 101 Or 999 in an emergency.
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TRAVELLING BOOK FAIR

Each class will be taken to view the books on
Thursday 26 and Friday 27 February. Children
will be encouraged to browse the books for
enjoyment and to suggest books that they would
like to be bought for class libraries from the
book fair commission. There is no pressure o
buy.

Each child will be given a £1 World Book Day
token that can be used fowards the purchase of
a book.

Mrs McConaghie will be running a colouring
competition; the sheet will be sent out during the
first week back after half term and 5 lucky
winners will receive a £5 voucher for the fair!
Alternatively, your child can bring money to
school to buy a book. Please note that the Fair

accepts cash sales only.

LITERACY WEEK MON 2 - FRI 6 MARCH
2026

Mrs McConaghie will lead us again in a week of
Literacy fun!

All classes will take part in their own
special literacy related classwork and homework
activities.

We will also be holding our annual hotly
contested year group Spelling Bees!

And on Friday 06 March we will mark
World Book day with a 'Vocabulary parade’ (see
Mrs McConaghie's poster!), along with special
story sessions/ online author talks.
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Literacy Week
Vocabulary

Parade

you use the dictionary to find an
unusual or descriptive word?

Have you found an interesting word
in a book you have been reading?

As part of our Literacy Week and in Celebration of World Book Day
we invite you to come dressed for our Vocabulary parade. Please
come to school displaying an extraordinarily amazing word. You

could have a sign around your neck, a sign to carry or a hat with the
word and definition on it. See the attached images or google for

loads of interesting ideas. Try to use clothes and props you already
have at home. For example: You could come in your karate uniform
with the word ‘skilful’, your brownie uniform with the word ‘reliable’

or your princess costume with the word ‘royal’.

gt g How creative can

you be?




