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Hello everyone,  

We have an exciting new addition to club play which we wish to share with you. Over 

the last few weeks, we have been thinking about ways of getting members of all ages 

and abilities enticed to get out during the dark, dreary, and cold evenings. This has led 

to the creation of our very first “all inclusive” club league entitled “Winter is Coming”. 

This saying may sound familiar to our members, as it is a phrase used regularly within 

the television drama Game of Thrones. Many scenes from this show were filmed in 

Northern Ireland, primarily Co. Antrim. 

Winter is coming, we believe is an apt title for our first internal league as we are 

hoping to have this running during club play throughout November, December, January 

and potentially into February.  

The club wants this internal league to be a real event, to allow our members to compete 

and socialise with each other, while being part of a team, including members from a 

range of tennis experiences.  

The aim of the league is not to interfere with club social play but to actually enhance it, 

bringing together our wonderful social club ethos, while mixing in some friendly 

competition.  

Members will be coming to their sessions as normal but will be having a little extra 

incentive when playing with their club friends.  

Within the league we will look to include mixed doubles, ladies’ doubles and men’s 

doubles matches, while helping to ensure that players can compete against players close 

to their current playing style.  

We are hoping to have something on the line to win, so we will be on the lookout for a 

“Winter is Coming” league trophy/plaque, along with a local restaurant who could 

sponsor the winning team a victory meal.  

Full details of how the league will function will be explained on the adjacent pages.  

Regards, 

Barry Clarke (Director of Coaching) 

Pol McAleese (Men’s Captain) 

Weronika Slawinksa (Ladies Captain) 
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Key Details 

SIGN UP:-  Players will sign up using “Google Forms” 

WHO CAN ENTER? This is open to “ALL” senior players and “PERFORMANCE” Juniors.  

WHEN? Matches will be played during club times (Tuesday and Thursday 6-9pm, 

Saturday 11am-2pm) 

COMPLETION? November 2023 – February 2024 

 

Format 

• Players will be split into 3 OR 4 groups of 8 (24 OR 32 BLTC Members) –  4 men and 4 

women. Please note more teams can be added if the demand is high.  

• Each group will have four playing teams (A-D) 

• A – 1st Team B- 2nd Team C- 3RD Team D- 4th Team 

• The “Winter is Coming” league will be “Doubles Only”. 

• Each match will last 60 minutes – including a “5 Minute” Warm Up.  

• Scoring will follow normal tennis scoring 15,30,40 etc.  

• There will be no sets played, instead teams will be trying to win as many games as 

possible in the designated time frame.  

• If players are still in the middle of a game when the 60 minutes are up, then please 

finish it. DO NOT start a new game if there is only 3/4 minutes remaining in your slot.  

• Every game your doubles team wins will go towards a point for your overall group. 

• BONUS POINTS – In addition to earning a point for every game your doubles team wins, 

a team will gain “ONE BONUS POINT” when –  

o They are the winning team and have accumulated 7 or more games.  

o They are the losing team with only a 2-3 game difference. 

o If both teams are tied at 7 games all at the end of the match, both teams will 

get one bonus point.  

o If both teams are tied below 7 games all they will get the number of points 

they have won in games, for example, 6 points each if 6 games all.  

• PLAY OFF - If there are exactly two teams tied on equal points- There will be a 

playoff on one night between the two teams, all matches will be a one hour timed match. 

If tied on matches won, it will come down to Games Difference (Games For - Games 

Against) if tied on that, it will be decided on the team with the most games won. 

 

If there are more teams tied on equal points- It will come down to Games Difference 

between the teams. If tied on that it will be the amount of games won. 



 

“Winter is Coming!” – BLTC Internal League 

Ballymena Lawn Tennis Club – Senior Club 

“Winter is Coming” – Internal League 

Groupings 

In keeping with the Game of Thrones theme, the groups will have a name which is linked 

to the show. The initial groups will be – 

        The White Walkers    Frozen Viserions 

  
   

Winterfell Dire Wolves    The Winds of Winter  

   

     

 

 

 

 

Winter is Coming (Order of Play) 

Please note that the only deadline for the matches will be “February” (Date TBA). 

Players will look to complete their matches at a time which suits all 4 players.  

There will be the following matches which will need to be played: -  

• Round 1 - Mixed Doubles (1st Man/1st Woman, 2nd Man/2nd Woman pairings etc) 

• Round 2 -Men’s Doubles (1st/2nd Man AND 3rd /4th Man pairings) 

• Round 3 - Women’s Doubles (1st/2nd Woman AND 3rd/4th Woman pairings) 

Team A-D Players must play the equivalent ranked players in the other groupings. 

Total Number of Matches each group would play (for example purposes) - 

• 3 Groups – 12 Mixed Matches, 4 Men’s Doubles Matches, 4 Women’s Doubles 

Matches 

Total Matches – 20 

Maximum Commitment Level Per Person: - 6 Hours   
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• 4 Groups – 16 Mixed Doubles Matches, 6 Men’s Doubles Matches, 6 

Women’s Doubles Matches.  

Total Matches – 28  

Maximum Commitment Level Per Person: - 9 Hours 

*Note – If we find matches are being completed quickly the organisation team may add 

a fourth round involving partnering players ranked A & C and B & D, though this will be 

reviewed ONLY after the initial rounds mentioned above are completed.  

 

Selection of the Groupings 

The ranking order of the male and female players will depend on the experience 

of the players who sign up for the event, while also having to take into 

consideration the number of players who enter.  

The initial team groupings will be as follows: - 

TEAM A – A Team League Players 

TEAM B – B Team League Players 

TEAM C – C Team League Players/Experienced Social Players 

TEAM D – Social Players 

The internal league organisation team will consult with the coaching team, club 

captains and the league selection committee when grouping the teams to ensure 

we have players paired against those of a similar level, where possible.  

 

TEAM SUBS 

Ideally, we will be looking to have 1 male and 1 female sub for each Team. This is 

a player who can’t commit to all the matches but can play if needed in certain 

circumstances, within ANY group.  

If you wish to be just a team sub, then please state this when completing your 

Google Form.  

If an appropriate sub cannot be found within the team sub pool, then you can 

select someone from your own group who is seeded lower. If you must pick 

someone from a higher team, there will be consequences (look at league rules 

further down).  
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Organisation of Matches 

The club captain (Pol McAleese) will create a list of all the members who are within each group, 

stating their team, along with their contact numbers. 

Pol will create individual WhatsApp Groups along with a Team Captains WhatsApp Group.  

It is the team captain’s job to find out the availability of their players for that week/month and 

feed this back to the other team captains so they can organise matches.  

Once a day/time of the match has been decided this must be forwarded to the club booking 

officer “Mary Goodwin”, stating which slot you will need, along with the day and time. Please give 

Mary plenty of notice to do this – minimum 2 days notice 

This will be done by one of the 4 players competing and NOT the club or team captain.  

 

“Winter is Coming” Internal League Rules 

1. Please assemble at the courts 5 minutes before your match is due to begin.  

2. To show respect for other team members, any player turning up late (except by prior 

arrangement with the other team) will forfeit “one” game for every 5 minutes they are 

late.  

3. The “warm up” should last no longer than 5 minutes – this is to ensure maximum court 

time. Additional warmups will not be tolerated for a member of the team who is late.  

4. There should be no intentional slowing down of the game between points and swapping of 

ends as we are limited to time per match.   

5. If you cannot play a match, it is your responsibility to arrange a sub at the same team 

level or team below. This should be arranged well in advance and your captain advised 

accordingly. Please do not leave this to the last minute. If you are ranked “Team 2” in 

your group, and you can only get the services of a “Team 1” player, it must be understood 

that they will start their match 2 games down.  

6. It is the Team Captains role to contact their team members and fellow team captains 

each week to see if any matches can/need to be arranged.  

7. A member of the playing team must message the Club Captain with the score at the end 

of their match.  

8. Matches that are cancelled due to bad weather need to be re arranged by the captains 

as quickly as possible or before the designated deadline. 

9. Players should bring their own tennis balls when playing their matches.  

 

The Winter is Coming League will end with a Pizza/Pudding night in the sixth form centre 

where the winning team will be presented with their plaque and gift. 


