




29th September 2025

Dear Parents

Thank you all very much for your help and support with settling the children back to school. The pupils are very well settled and glad to be back with their peers and into a routine. 
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OCTOBER 2025
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	29
October Whole School Note
Primary One/Seven Parent Interviews
	30
Brass lessons
P1/2 and P4/5 Shared Education in St Mary’s.
	1
Musical Pathways/Mrs Kirk
Mandarin – P5-P7
Swimming –P7
	2
Cricket P5-P7

	3
Friday Clubs
Scottish Dancing


	6
P2/3 Shared Education in St Mary’s.
	7
Brass lessons
P4/5 Special Snack
SU After School Club 3pm-4pm


	8
Musical Pathways/Mrs Kirk
Mandarin – P5-P7
Swimming –P7
	9
School Photographer
Cricket P5-P7
Impartial Reporter -11am, talking to P1 pupils. 
	10
Friday Clubs
Scottish Dancing
 P4/5 Shared Education in MPS.
P1/2 Shared Education trip to Florencecourt.

	13
Parent Interviews
Good Relations Week

	14
Brass lessons
P4/5 Shared Education trip to FMT College.
P1-3 Special Snack
SU After School Club 3pm-4pm
	15
Musical Pathways/Mrs Kirk
Mandarin – P5-P7
Swimming –P7

	16
Shared Education Day
Cricket P5-P7
P2/3 Shared Education trip to Florencecourt.
Phonological Awareness Evening @ Castle Park Centre at 7pm.
	17
Friday Clubs
Scottish Dancing


	20
Parent Interviews

	21
Brass lessons
P6/7 Special Snack
SU After School Club 3pm-4pm

	22
Musical Pathways/Mrs Kirk
Mandarin – P5-P7
Swimming –P7
	23
HARVEST ASSEMBLY
10am
	24
Friday Clubs
Scottish Dancing
Mini-Bridges @ 9:30
DITCH THE DARK DAY

	27
Half Term
	28
Half Term
	29
Half Term
	30
Half Term
	31
Half Term



Holidays
· Monday 27th October to Friday 31st October (inclusive)
Harvest Assembly
All the children will be performing in our annual Harvest Thanksgiving on Thursday 23rd October. All parents, grandparents and friends of the school are invited to attend the performance at 10 o’clock after which we will be serving tea/coffee and scones.
This year at our Harvest Thanksgiving, the School Council will be supporting local foodbanks, see separate note for details. 
We are looking forward to seeing you all at our Harvest Thanksgiving.

School Photographer
This year we have booked a photographer early in the school year as the children are ‘just’ into school, uniforms are relatively fresh, and photographs would make lovely Christmas presents. The photographer will be in school on Thursday 9th October from 8:30am. They normally start with family photos at 8:30am, so parents are welcome to come in with their child/ren and bring other family members with them. Family photos work on a first come, first taken basis and they are excellent quality.  After all the family groups are taken the photographer then moves onto individual and class photos. Children will all be given small proof of their photographs, but parents are under no obligation to purchase. 

School Development Plan
Each year the school produces a comprehensive ‘School Development Plan’ which clearly maps out the year ahead under the headings – Becoming More Child Centred, Teaching and Learning, Leadership and Management and Links with the Community. This year the school are focusing on four main action plans –
· Literacy – Writing/Grammar and Punctuation 
· Numeracy – Problem Solving
· Mental Health and Well Being - Being Well Doing Well Project (Year 3)
· Review of the School Ethos
Copies of the School Development Plan are available for inspection at the school office. A synopsis of the plan will be forwarded to parents in November, once it has been agreed and ratified by the Board of Governors. 

Phonological Awareness Evening
We are often asked by parents about phonics and how we teach reading, as approaches have changed since they were at school. Along with three other local primary schools (The Moat, St Ronan’s and St Mary’s, Maguiresbridge) we have organised a Phonological Awareness Evening that will be taken by Mrs Orlagh McCann, a Speech and Language Therapist. This would be an excellent opportunity for parents of children in P1 and P2 to learn about phonics and how they can support their child develop good reading skills. The event will be held at the Castle Park Centre, in Lisnaskea, on Thursday 16th October at 7pm – everyone welcome!  

FOREST SCHOOL
The school was absolutely delighted to have been awarded ‘Forest School Accreditation’ in recognition of our provision for Outdoor Learning. Congratulations to Mrs Graham and Mrs Noble who successfully achieved their Level 3 qualification and are ‘Forest School Leaders’. This is an excellent opportunity for the school to use the Thomas Trail to it’s full potential and enhance the learning of all pupils.
‘Not all classrooms have four walls’
‘’Nature is a tool to get children to experience not just the wider world but themselves’
‘Children still need a childhood with dirt, mud, puddles, trees, stick and tadpoles’

School Website
I hope you have all had an opportunity to look at our fantastic school website. Please note the new web address is www.maguiresbridgeps.com  It is full of very useful information – such as a school calendar or events, copies of school notes, list of school holidays, menus etc. 

School Uniform
We would like to thank parents for their strict adherence to the school’s uniform policy. The children all look very smart and are a credit to their families and the school. We would like to remind parents of the importance of having names on all pieces of uniform. In some cases, we have found initials written in pen fade quite easily and are difficult to read. We would also like to encourage parents to return items of clothing that do not belong to their children to school as soon as possible. The PE kits ensure good hygiene during physical activity – light blue or dark blue t-shirt and navy shorts/jogging bottoms. 

Enrolment
I would like to encourage parents who have children or know of children due to enrol in school next September (or in the following years) to ensure that their records are on the school’s computer system. The Department of Education increased the school’s P1 enrolment from 15 to 20. This increase will ensure that children will be able to attend MPS regardless of their address. 

Parent Interviews
Parent Interviews have been scheduled for week beginning Monday 13th October.  This year parents will have the option of either a face-to-face or telephone interview, whichever is the most convenient for them. Parents will receive an ‘Interview Slip’ with the date, time, and the option to tick either face-to-face or telephone. Please complete the form and return it to school. It is important that you let staff know what the best telephone number is to contact you on, as we often have a lot of different numbers. Parents will also receive a copy of the ‘Progress Report’. 
**P1 and some P7 parents have already spoken to their teachers so they will not be included in these interviews**
Autumn Eco Club
In September Eco club have been hard at work weeding flowerpots and beds. We have been planting some Autumn flowering bedding plants. We enjoyed digging up the potatoes and hopefully eating them!
We have enjoyed finding signs of Autumn around the school. We used our Autumn finds to create pictures of nocturnal animals. We have been learning all about hibernation and migration of animals and birds in the Autumn and Winter months. 

Ditch The Dark
Ditch the Dark proved to a very successful event last year and the Eco-Council have decided to run it again this year. However, as November is a VERY busy month with Anti-Bullying Week, Remembrance Day, Odd Sock Day etc. we have decided to hold it in October this year, just before Half Term.  On Friday 23rd October children are encouraged to come to school in their brightest most fluorescent clothes. Mrs Graham has attached a letter with more details. 

Mini-Bridges
On Friday 19th September our Toddler Group Mini-Bridges restarted. We had a wonderful morning with over 20 parents/grandparents/childminders attending with their little ones. We are very thankful to Clare McMaster, Nicola Fitzpatrick, Edna McWilliams and Vivienne Kells who kindly run the group for us. If there are any other parents who would like to help, please forward your name to the office, we would be delighted to have you. 
Please find attached the Mini-Bridge dates for 2025/2026. We will be welcoming ‘Toddler Sense’ to our October group. 

School Meals
Mrs Tubman and the kitchen staff have been delighted with the excellent uptake for School Meals.  We would remind parents that this is now a ‘NI Schools menu’ and all children in all primary schools are being served the same food throughout the whole province. We have attached the new menu to this letter so that parents know what the children are being offered every day, and they can help them make informed choices. Please note the new menu will begin on Monday 6th October. 

Nut Allergy
As we have a pupil with a severe nut allergy, we would ask that parents are mindful of the food that they send to school. We would appreciate it if you could avoid foods that contain nuts, peanuts in particular. Thank you! 

Homework
The children have settled into excellent class and homework routines. We would like to remind parents to sign homework and homework diaries. This helps to develop good parent partnerships and complements the school policy. 

Afterschool Provision
· Homework Club runs from 3pm – 5pm (£3 per hour), Monday to Thursday. Children have an opportunity to have a snack, play outside and complete their written homework. 
· After School Club is also available for P1 and P2 pupils between 2pm and 3pm (£3 per session). 
· Breakfast Club is organised by Mrs Prentice and runs from 8:10am – 8:40am every morning. 
This vital ‘Wrap Around’ service is very beneficial for parents and children alike. All afterschool provision can be paid for on the Schools’ Money App. 

After School Scripture Union
Lisbellaw Presbyterian Church have kindly agreed to run an After School Scripture Union Club for six weeks. They ran the club last year; it was well attended and the children loved it. The children have a snack at the beginning, hear a bible story, have a fun quiz and complete an art activity. The SU will run from 3pm-4pm, in Miss Hadden’s room on a Tuesday afternoon – everyone welcome! 

Parent’s Support Group
We are very proud of our wonderful Parents Support Group and all the excellent work they do - giving their time voluntarily and raising much needed funds for the school! The money they raise has been used to purchase a wide variety of items for the school e.g. The Accelerated Reading Programme, Reading books, Library Books, Literacy Scheme, The Thomas Trail, Smart Boards, iPads, laptops etc. Last year the PSG purchased eight Chrome Books, goal posts for the front and back playgrounds, a PA system and Projector for the assembly hall. We are indebted to the PSG for their continued support, which benefits every pupil in the school. 
The PSG have planned the following two fundraisers for the first term and REALLY need your support. 

FASHION SHOW
In response to the tragedy that happened in the village over the Summer the PSG felt it would be fitting to organise a local event and share the proceeds with ‘Woman’s Aid’. As a result, they have planned a fashion show for the whole family, see the details below – 

· Venue: Valley Hotel, Fivemiletown
· Date: Thursday 6th November 
· Price: £15 (adults) £5 (children under 14 years) 
· Tickets can be purchased from the school office or a member of the PSG

The PSG would like to get children from the school to model. So, if your child would like to model at the event, please forward their name (s) to either the class teacher or school office before Friday 3rd October. If there are more names than required names will be put in a hat and drawn out randomly. There will be one girl and one boy picked from each of the classes.
There will also be a raffle at the event, with some amazing prizes! Tickets can be bought from the school office or on the night. One ticket is £5 and a book of three tickets is £10. The PSG will be sending out a list of the great prizes on offer. 

Cash for Clobber Collection
We all like to have a good clear out before Christmas and declutter the house. The PSG are running another Cash for Clobber collection, when parents can leave bags of unwanted clothes, bedlinen, towels etc. in the school hall. These bags are then collected, weighed and the school receives money. Bags can be left in the school hall after the Half Term Holidays, beginning on Monday 3rd November. The Cash for Clobber will be collected on Thursday 13th November.

Going to School on an EA bus
Please find attached a letter from the EA for children who travel to school on an EA bus. There is a short video embedded within the letter which can be shared with children to support them if they are worried or concerned about the bus. 




Absence Notes
Could we remind parents that they must provide an absence note, explaining why a child has been off school, on their return. Due to the current situation the DE requires school to have all absences explained promptly as they collect the data each week. 

We are delighted that the children have all settled well into the new school year and all their new experiences. Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you have any concerns that you would like to discuss with the class teacher.

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely


H Irvine
Principal
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