Cappataggle National School
Policy on Mobile Phones at School
In line with Department of Education Circular 44/2025
Rationale

This policy is designed to promote the well-being and positive learning environment of all
pupils at Cappataggle National School. It is a proactive measure to ensure students are fully
engaged in their education, reduce distractions, and minimise the potential for
cyberbullying and inappropriate online content during the school day. This policy is aligned
with the Department of Education's Circular 44/2025, which mandates a ban on the use of
and access to personal mobile phones by pupils during school hours.

Policy Statement

The use of and access to personal mobile phones by pupils is banned during the school day,
including break times, on the school premises, and during school-sanctioned activities.
This policy applies to all students, from Junior Infants to Sixth Class.

Definitions

o Mobile Phone: Any personal electronic device that can be used for communication
or data transfer, including smartphones, smartwatches, and any similar device with
mobile communication capabilities.

e School Day: The period from the time a student arrives on school grounds until the
official end of the school day. This includes all class time, yard time, and
extracurricular activities on school grounds.

Implementation

1. Strict Ban: All pupils are prohibited from using their mobile phones from the
moment they enter the school grounds until they leave at the end of the day.

2. Collection and Storage: The school will provide a secure, designated place for
students to store their mobile phones during the school day if a student brings one
to school.

o Phones must be switched off before being handed in.
o The school accepts no responsibility for the loss, theft, or damage to any
personal electronic device.

3. No Access: Students will not be allowed to access their phones during the school
day, including at lunch and break times.



4. Communication: In the case of a school-based emergency or an urgent need to
contact a parent/guardian, the school office will facilitate the communication using
the school's landline. Parents/guardians should contact the school office directly in
case of an emergency.

Exemptions

In rare circumstances, an exemption to this policy may be granted for a specific educational
purpose, as approved in advance by the Principal. This is generally limited to situations
where a device is required for a student with special educational needs (SEN) as part of their
support plan. Any such exemption will be clearly documented.

Sanctions

Breaches of this policy will be managed in line with the school's Code of Behaviour. The
following actions will be taken, depending on the number of offences:

1. First Offence: The phone will be confiscated and returned to the parent/guardian at
the end of the school day. A verbal warning will be issued to the student.

2. Second Offence: The phone will be confiscated and returned only after a meeting
with the parent/guardian and a written warning is issued.

3. Subsequent Offences: The phone will be confiscated, and the student will face
disciplinary sanctions in line with the school's disciplinary procedures.

Communication and Review

This policy has been developed in consultation with the school community. It will be
communicated to all students and parents/guardians at the beginning of the school year.
The policy will be reviewed annually to ensure its continued effectiveness and relevance.

Ratification, Communication & Review

The policy was ratified by the Board of Management of Cappataggle NS on
08/10/2025. It will be reviewed as the need arises. This policy is available on the
school website.
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