
Transfer to Post 
Primary 



Moving on … 

• September 2025 onto ‘big’ school 

• Post Primary – Grammar and Non Grammar 

• All schools have set Admissions Criteria- published on Education Authority website in November.

•  

• Applications for Year 8 entry in September 2025 are made  in February 2025-EA will confirm the 
dates. 



Admissions Criteria 

Admissions Criteria- (like for Kells and Connor P1 intake) sets 
out how pupils are selected for entry to the school. 
Parents/Guardians state how pupils meet this criteria on their 
online application. 



• Criteria also gives an indication of applications and admissions for the previous three years. 



Entrance Exams 

• Some schools, mostly Grammar Schools, use scores from Entrance Exams as their number 1 criteria 
when selecting pupils. 



History …….

• The last 11+ was held in November 2008. 

• 2009 Entrance Exams were introduced by Grammar Schools as a method of selecting pupils for 
Year 8/1st Year. 

• AQE Test and GL Test – different schools used different tests. Some schools used both. 

• 2022- The last AQE and GL Tests. 

• 2023 – The  Schools’ Entrance Assessment Group (SEAG) set up. This is a new group 
bringing altogether all schools who use Entrance Assessments under one body. The ‘new’ tests will 
be a mixture of GL and AQE style questions. 

• Parents will register pupils who wish to sit the Entrance Assessment via the SEAG website 
https://seagni.co.uk/

 

https://seagni.co.uk/


SEAG website 



Admissions Process Change
• The assessment being used by all selective post primary schools in N Ireland is changing. Every one 

of the 62 schools that use academic selection within their admissions process will now use the 

outcomes from an assessment provided by the Schools’ Entrance Assessment Group (SEAG).

• You will need to register on the SEAG website. Having registered you will be able to complete an 

online Pupil Application for your child to sit the Assessment.

• The Parent Registration and Pupil Application period will run from  Wednesday 3 May 2024 until 20th 

September 2024. 

• The 2024 SEAG Entrance Assessment consists of two papers. The first will be held on Saturday 16th 

November and the second on Saturday 23rd November.

• Each paper has 28 English and 28 Maths questions.



SEAG Dates 



SEAG Papers 

• A combination of the old AQE and GL papers. 

• A mixture of single answer questions and multiple choice answers. 













Preparing your Child 

• Pupils will complete practice papers in school – practice tests will be set in the new SEAG format.

• P6 pupils will do one test per week on a Tuesday morning.

• Tests will be marked on the day the test is completed and sent home.

• Recommended that one test per week should be completed over the summer to maintain progress 
– a test pack will be organised by school.

• In P7, pupils will do two tests per week on Monday and Wednesday mornings.



Results
On the SEAG dashboard pupils will receive  

• Previous entry scores are a useful tool to help guide parents, but nothing is certain based on 
previous entry scores. 

• https://www.thetransfertutor.co.uk/lowest-scores

https://www.thetransfertutor.co.uk/lowest-scores








If doing practice papers- don’t worry at this point about trying to work out equivalent Standardised Scores, 
just focus on supporting and encouraging your child to do their best. It’s a long process and hard on 
everyone. The key thing on focus on is selecting the best school for your child. We are very fortunate of have 
good schools in this area to pick from. 
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