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Our Golden Rules

We are gentle.
We are kind and helpful.
We listen.
We are honest.
We work hard.
We look after property.


School Rules

1. Always use good manners.
2. Respect everyone in our school.
3. Respect the property in our school.
4. Be on time and prepared every morning.
5. Wear the proper school uniform.
6. Homework must be completed.
7. Walk quietly and safely in the corridor, on the stairs and in the toilets.
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Moving to a new school is always a big step for a child and indeed for her Parent/Guardian as well.
It is also an exciting time.

We are delighted you have chosen Our Lady of Good Counsel Girls’ School for your daughter.

Our staff and I look forward to welcoming your child to the school and we are sure she will have many happy times here with us.

We hope this little booklet will provide you with information which will be useful not just in the early days but later as well.
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Home-School

Our school recognizes that parents are the primary educators of their children. We also know that a child is happiest and most secure when home and schoolwork in harmony. All our teachers are committed to working with parents and we hope you will always be actively involved with the school in your child’s education.

The school has the services of a HOME SCHOOL LIAISON TEACHER who will be working with you as long as your child is in our school. She will arrange talks, courses and activities which are designed to help and empower parents.

We hope you will visit our PARENTS ROOM where you can drop in for a chat and a cup of tea or coffee. Hopefully attend some of the courses etc. on offer.

The school has an active PARENT’S ASSOCIATION, and they are always looking for new members, so we encourage you to join even if you have only a limited amount of time to spare.

The school BOARD OF MANAGEMENT has 8 members. Two of these are parents. The term of office of each Board is 4 years. 


Hygiene at School

Your child will be sharing a room with quite a number of other children each day. Close contact with others is unavoidable. Therefore, particular attention should be paid to Health & Hygiene. Parents are asked to note the following:

Hair

Head lice are a problem in most schools at some stage of each year. We ask you to check your child’s hair regularly and treat your child if necessary.
Hair should be tide back neatly at all times.

Sleep & Exercise

Some children come to school tired. If a child does not get enough sleep and exercise, they cannot possibly do well at school. Fresh air is also vital. We ask parents/guardians to monitor the amount of time spent watching television.

Sickness

If your child is sick, she should not be sent to school. Sickness spreads rapidly in classrooms and other children can be put at risk.
Note with explanation should be sent to school with your child on their return.

Contact 

Principal: Paul Ryan

Our Lady of Good Counsel Girls’ National School

Knocknarea Road
Drimnagh
Dublin 12
D12XD51

telephone: 01-455 70 11
Roll No. 17355I

e-mail: principal@olgcgns.ie
           secretary@olgcgns.ie

website: www.olgcgns.ie
Our school aims to provide quality, holistic education for all our pupils in a safe, happy, and stimulating environment.
Where each child is respected and valued.
Where she can grow physically, emotionally, intellectually, and spiritually.
Where self-esteem, confidence and independence are nurtured.
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We recognize that you, as parents/guardians, are the primary educators of your children and so we want to work closely with you.
We want our school to be an open and friendly place for you to visit and we encourage you to become involved in your child’s education.  

Aladdin App
 
Our school is using Aladdin App for all the online payments and communication with the Parents/ Guardians throughout the year.

Mobile Phones Policy

Parents are reminded of the School Policy on Mobile Phones and are asked to ensure that their children obey the rule:
· In general, mobile phones are not allowed in the school.
· On the odd occasion when a phone is necessary for after-school family reasons, the phone must be given to the principal/class teacher at 9:10 a.m. It will be locked away safely until the end of the school day at which point the child may collect it.
· Parents who need to get a message to their child during the school day must ring the school office and leave the message with the school Secretary.
Our school

We are an active school!
· Last year we achieved Active School Status and we were awarded an Active Flag.
· We place a huge emphasis on a healthy lifestyle and aim to help the children achieve this by sparking excitement to be active.
· Active School Week together with a wide variety of activities taking place through physical education, camogie, basketball, football, swimming in every class, gymnastics, dance and even yoga.
· Running track in yard, active games at yard time and many more physical activities are provided.

Green School Award

· We have now achieved 7th Green Flag for the school
· We recycle as much as we can
· We are world aware through Global Citizenship
· We conserve water and energy
· We are active and encourage our pupils to walk and cycle to school
· We are aware of nature and the environment

Science & Math’s

· We are a school dedicated to delivering science and math in our school in more interesting and exciting way.
· We hold Science and Math’s days and we endeavor to use a more hands on approach to our lessons.
· Our school has received awards from Discover Primary Science and Math’s every year for the last 12 years.                                                                        
School Day

School starts: 9:05
Principal collects all the classes from the yard

Small break: 10:25 – 10:35
The children are brought out to the yard

Lunch break: 12:15 – 12:45
The children are brought out to the yard & eat their lunches on their return

Home time: 14:45
The children are brought down to the school doors

Bringing your child to school in the morning
Important reminder – Safety on school grounds

When dropping off your child in the morning please bear in mind that the yard is a very busy place at this time. Cars and buses need to access the yard so please ensure that your child is always monitored.
In addition to this, the area around the yard gate has been marked and identified as a clearway. Vehicles are not permitted to park in this area even for a short while. This creates serious issues and delays when the school buses need to entry the yard leading to traffic jams on the road.
If it is raining the children may remain under school shelter until the school yard door opens.      
 School Uniform

The school uniform is worn 4 days a week. The PE outfit is worn one day in the week.

At the beginning of the year Parent/Guardians will be informed which day is PE day.

Pupils are encouraged to be clean and neat in dress. Parents are asked to ensure that children change out of uniform when they arrive home and to see to it that they leave home each morning properly dressed.

Uniforms will be checked regularly!

If at all possible, pupils should have 2 sets of uniform to ensure cleanliness. 

Classes taking part in activities (swimming, football, etc.) during the school day are also allowed to wear their tracksuit for the duration of the lessons. Physical Education is part of the school curriculum and every child must take part therefore children must wear runners this day.
If the child attends sport classes after school, they must wear their uniform during the day and bring their change of clothes with them.

For Health and Safety reasons parents/guardians are reminded that:
· Every child should always have their hair tied back. 
· Earrings are allowed but not bigger than studs and no loop earrings of any kind are allowed.
· Jewelry should not be worn to school; it is not part of a school uniform. 
· The girls are also asked to remove any nail varnish or nail extensions before coming to school. 
· Make up of any kind is not allowed under any circumstances.                                                          
      Healthy Happy School!
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Our school operates a Healthy Eating policy!

· While your child attends our school, she will be provided with a fresh healthy lunch every day. Glanmore Foods create beautiful individual packed lunches and deliver daily to our school.
· You will be provided each year with a personal access information to you child profile where you will find details of all lunch options. Therefore, you will be able to decide and change it in your own time.
· Every child should have a long-term water bottle to refill throughout the day.
· We ask that parents refrain from sending in any junk food, chocolate of any form and any juice or fizzy drinks. 
Healthy Eating
The school Healthy Eating is significantly boosted by the School Meals Scheme. We strongly encourage Parents/Guardians to avail of these, but should your child have a particular dietary need please let us know. A good breakfast is very important for young children. Do remember the breakfast club is open daily to all pupils.
Attendance

Attendance plays a major part in a child’s success or failure in school. 
As started in the Education Welfare Act the school has a responsibility to monitor the attendance of all children in the school. It is responsibility of every parent/guardian to ensure their child is in school every day and on time. 

It is also their responsibility to inform the school by letter, of absences their child might have during the year. 

All of these letters are kept by their teacher for inspection by the Attendance officer.
In order to help you track your child’s attendance we send out Attendance Alert Notices when your child misses 10, 15 or 20 days. If we are concerned that your child’s absences are growing very quickly, we inform the Education Welfare Board immediately.

Please be aware that school is obligated to report any child who misses 20 or more days in the year.

Parents are asked to avoid taking children out of school to go on holidays during the school term. 

Taking a child out of school during the school day for appointments should also be avoided when possible. 
Bear in mind these hours do add up, in some cases they can make up days.

Late arrival and children being taken off early are also monitored as part of Attendance.   
 Uniform
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· Navy Pinafore, Skirt or Trousers
· Navy jumper with a school crest   
· Blue Shirt
· Navy tie
· Navy socks/ tights
· Navy/Black shoes
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· Navy tracksuit jumper with a school crest
· Navy tracksuit bottoms
· White polo shirt
· Runners
Homework
As a rule, homework is given 4 nights a week i.e. every night apart from Friday. There may be occasional ‘Special Occasions’ when Homework- Free night is given as a reward for a good Behavior or Participation etc.
The amount of Homework given varies, increasing as the child gets older and progress to a higher class. It should be checked and supervised at home. Teachers at all times monitor every child’s homework. 

Teachers generally aim to give homework as follows:

· Approx. 20 min for 2nd class
· Approx. 30 min for a 3rd class
· Approx. 40 min for a 4th class
· Approx. 50 min for a 5th class
· Approx. 60 min for a 6th class

Helpful Homework Hints
1. Find a quiet place so you won’t be distracted.
2. Always practice your reading aloud put on voices is more fun.
3. Practice your Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check when you’re doing your spellings.
4. Time how long it takes you to do your homework.
5. Try reading back through your story or problem to help find an answer.
6. Make sure to mark off each item of work as you finish and get your homework signed.     
Communication between
School and Home

Communication is crucial to ensure your child’s happiness and aid their development in their education.

We pride ourselves in being a very approachable staff and strive to ensure the lines of communication are always open. Our school diary which is provided to the children at the beginning of the school year is key for this to succeed. 

As you can imagine schools are very busy places and particularly so in the morning. We would ask Parents/Guardians to bear this in mind and make an appointment with our school secretary should you need to speak with your child’s teacher or the principal.
Alternatively, you can leave a message with our secretary or write a note in your child’s diary.

1. For a general information, reminders etc. we will be communicating through our “Aladdin” app.
2. Parent -Teacher meeting is held once a year. It is important that you attend. Your child needs to see that you are interested, and you need to discuss her progress with her teacher. 
3. If your child becomes ill during a school day, a parent/guardian will be phoned. If you are in work or unable to collect your sick child, it is important that you have made other arrangements. 
You should provide the school with an alternative telephone number.
4. Mobile phones change frequently so it is important to notify the school and write new number in the Homework Journal.
5. You are able to update your contact information through the “Aladdin” app.

The school can only take a child to hospital in case of extreme emergency and when a parent is too far to reach the school. 
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