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Overview of response
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Additional 

comments 

received

*assuming one parent per family responded.



What year groups are your children in?
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*Covers 643 children.  Excludes 40 responses where year group has not been provided. 



Do any of your children at primary school have their own 

smartphone?
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Yes No



What was/would be the reason for giving your child a 

smartphone?
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42.7%

28.9%

6.2%

14.1%

8.2% Always contactable by phone call/text

Ability to track your child's location

Entertainment

Don't want them to be isolated socially

Other



Do you think parents feel pressure to give their child a smartphone at 

a younger age than they are comfortable with?
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Would you consider delaying the introduction of a smartphone for 

your child if a significant number of other parents in the area were 

going to do the same?
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The vast majority of 
parents do not think 

primary school children 
need smartphones. 

A significant number of parents 
commented that they are keen 
to delay but would expect to 

give a child a smartphone 
starting secondary school.  

However, a significant number 
of parents also supported 

delaying smartphones until 14, 
if not later.

Peer pressure was 
mentioned a large 
number of times.

Many parents mentioned 
non-smartphone 

alternatives they use or 
planned to use (e.g. brick 

phones, watches with 
ability to track/phone).  

Others welcomed ideas for 
smartphone alternatives.

There were messages 
of thanks/support for 

the schools opening up 
the discussion on the 

topic.

Some parents made the 
distinction between the 

introduction of  
smartphones and the 
introduction of social 

media.

Concerns included social 
media, inappropriate 

content being accessed 
by children and online 

bullying.

Some parents used 
the terms ‘concern’, 

‘worry’ and ‘fear’ over 
introducing a 

smartphone and 
internet access.

248 additional comments were made
Due to the number of comments received we haven’t been able to list them all, but the themes 

that were repeatedly mentioned were as follows:


	Slide 1: Parents Survey on Smartphones
	Slide 2: Overview of response
	Slide 3: What year groups are your children in?
	Slide 4: Do any of your children at primary school have their own smartphone?
	Slide 5: What was/would be the reason for giving your child a smartphone?
	Slide 6: Do you think parents feel pressure to give their child a smartphone at a younger age than they are comfortable with?
	Slide 7: Would you consider delaying the introduction of a smartphone for your child if a significant number of other parents in the area were going to do the same?
	Slide 8: 248 additional comments were made 

