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THE FRIDAY NOTE (7™ NOVEMBER 2025)

Dear Parents/Guardians,

| hope everyone’s first week back after the half-term has been great. We have had a busy week
in Saints and Scholars and we’ve lots coming up too! Next week, it is Anti-Bullying week. This is
a time when we shine an extra bright light on something we care about all year round- being
kind, respectful and looking out for one another. During Anti-Bullying week we take time to
learn more about what bullying is, how it affects people and how we can stop it.

Please see below for this week’s updates and reminders.

ODD SOCKS DAY- MONDAY 10TH NOVEMBER

We're kicking off Anti-Bullying Week with Odd Socks Day! Children o D
(and staff!) are invited to wear their brightest, boldest, and most
wonderfully mismatched socks to celebrate what makes us all SOCKS

unique. It’s a fun way to start a week focused on kindness,
friendship, and inclusion.

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK ACTIVITIES
Throughout next week, children will be taking part in a range of
activities that reflect our school values of Friendship and Kindness.

Each class will engage in pupil workshops designed to promote
empathy and understanding.

Looking ahead, we’ll be offering parent workshops in Term 2 as part of our commitment to
embedding an anti-bullying culture across our school. Watch this space for more details!

REMEMBRANCE DAY ASSEMBLY
SCHOOL A heartfelt thank you to Mr Cloughley’s class for leading today’s
ASSEMBLY Remembrance Day assembly. The children worked so hard in the
run up to their assembly, and we were delighted to welcome so
many parents this morning. Special thanks to our Parents’ Council
for organising tea, coffee, and scones for P6 families this morning.

It takes a world of differences to make a different world
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NEXT WEEK’S ASSEMBLY- DIWALI CELEBRATION

Our next class assembly will be led by Ms Hassard and Mrs O'Braonain’s
P4 class on Friday 14th November, celebrating Diwali. We warmly invite
parents of children in that class to join us.

Tea and coffee will be available from 9am, kindly provided by our
Parents’ Council. If you’d like to support our fundraising efforts, we’d

appreciate any cash donations on the day.

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES

We are once again supporting Vibe’s Shoebox Appeal for children in Latvia. Leaflets
with packing suggestions will be sent home today. Please drop off completed
shoeboxes by Friday 14th November. Thank you for your continued support- last
year’s response was incredible!

WHATS NEW?

—

PARENTS’ COUNCIL UPDATES I J

Our Parents’ Council met on Tuesday evening and are already busy
planning upcoming events:

e Multi-Cultural Celebration- Friday 28th November
Join us as we celebrate the rich diversity of Saints and Scholars! If you’d like to help, or have
cultural outfits, flags, or decorations to share, please contact your Class Rep who will connect
you with the organising sub-committee.

e Christmas Fayre- Thursday 11th December
If you'd like to host a stall at the Fayre, please get in touch with your Class Rep. It promises to
be a festive and fun-filled evening!

e Christmas Jumper Recycle
Please donate any unwanted Christmas jumpers or festive outfits to school before Wednesday
26" November. The recycled jumpers will be available from Friday 28" November. Thanks in
advance with your support with this.

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY & CHRISTMAS DINNER

Mark your calendars! Thursday 11th December will be our Christmas
Jumper Day, where children can wear their favourite festive jumpers. It’s
also the day of our Christmas Dinner- always a highlight of the school
year!

OPEN NIGHT

If you have a child due to start Nursery or P1 in September 2026, or know
someone who does, please save the date: Tuesday 9th December, 6 =7.30pm

We'd love to welcome prospective families to see what Saints and Scholars has
to offer.
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SAFER SCHOOLS APP- KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE ONLINE

We encourage all parents to download the Safer Schools Northern Ireland app, endorsed by the
Department of Education. It’s a fantastic resource to help guide families in keeping children
safe online.

To access the app:

1. Download Safer Schools Northern Ireland from your app store
2. Select our school from the drop-down menu
3. Enter the Primary Parents login code: 6606

Thank you for your continued support!

SCHOOL DINNERS

As you may know, the cost of school dinners is increasing. After the
Christmas break, meals will be priced at £3.10 per day. We understand this
may affect some families, and we’ll continue to support those eligible for
free school meals. Thank you for your understanding.

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS

This Christmas, Vibe will be supporting over 400 families in Armagh with food hampers. We're
asking for donations of the following non-perishable items by Friday 12t December:

Gravy

Stuffing packets (Paxo)

Shloer

Diluting juice

Sweets

Tea & Coffee

Cranberry sauce

Sugar

Biscuits

Mince pies

Red & brown sauce

Salt

Thank you in advance for your generosity.

REPORTING ABSENCES

All absences should be reported via the ‘Book an Absence’

link on our website on the first day of absence. This helps us Report an Absence
keep accurate records and ensures compliance with

Education Welfare guidance.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeT6OW2TcArxr1sy0uo1JPJBjOYMB5vPPcG-vehgJ_5t_IP7A/viewform

FORMS

P1, P5, Nursery and new children to the school have been provided with some f/ ’;
forms requiring signature.

S

P1, Nursery and new children:

Child Protection Policy Acknowledgement

This form asks you to confirm that you’ve read our Child Protection Policy, which is available on
the school website at the below pathway:

Our School — Policies - Child Protection Policy

P1, P5 and new children
Parent/Carer Acceptable Use Agreement
This form outlines expectations around the responsible use of technology and online resources.

Please review both forms and return them to school no later than Monday, 10th November
2025.

WALKING HOME FROM SCHOOL

In line with our updated walking home from school policy, we request all parents/
guardians provide written permission to allow their child to walk home from
school. If your child walks home, please email Grdinne to request a ‘walking home
from school’ permission form. Thank you.

If you ever have any questions or concerns, you’re always welcome to get in touch with me or
your child’s class teacher via Class Dojo or you can catch me at drop off or collection time. For
safeguarding concerns, please contact Mrs O’Braonain directly at acbraonain211@c2kni.net.

Have a lovely weekend everyone.

Mr A. Scott-Mulholland
Principal
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