Scoil Naomh Molaise

Nuachtlitir
154U Nollaig 2025

Dear Parent/Guardian(s),

Please take a few minutes to read our schools newsletter and enjoy a snapshot of all that’s been happening
at SN Molaise this term. Please continue to keep an eye on our school website www.molaise.com for news
and pictures, and details of upcoming events.

As the Christmas holidays approach, the end of Term 1 is upon us. It has been a term filled with both
wonderful achievements and difficult challenges at Scoil Naomh Molaise. While we look forward to the joy
of festive celebrations this week and the upcoming Christmas break, we also pause with deep sadness to
remember our dear friend, Maeve Haslette. Maeve’s memory was honoured at our Carol Service last Friday
evening. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the entire school community for the support, compassion,
and thoughtful messages shared with us in recent weeks. May Maeve rest in peace.

On behalf of the Board of Management, staff and pupils of the school, | would like to express my deepest
sympathy to Paula Watt, an SNA at our school, on the death of her father, Noel McDonagh. Ar dheis Dé go
raibh a anam.

Datai don Fhéilire/ Dates for the Diary:

Friday, 12'" December 2025 Christmas Carol Service, Grange Church — 7pm

Wednesday, 17" December 2025 Christmas performances in the school hall:
Junior Infants —1pm
Senior Infants — 1:30pm

1t Class — 2pm

Thursday, 18™ December 2025 Christmas performances in the school hall:
2" Class — 1pm

3™ Class — 1:30pm

4t Class — 2pm

Friday, 19"" December 2025 School will close at 12pm for the Christmas Holidays
Monday, 5% January 2026 School will re-open for Term 2
Thursday, 8" January 2026 Parent Information Session on the Stay Safe

Programme — 7pm via Zoom



http://www.molaise.com/

Thursday, 15" January 2026 Ladies Evening hosted by the Parents Association —
7:30pm in the school hall

Monday, 26" January 2026 AGM of the Parents Association — 8pm
Friday, 30™" January 2026 School closed — NCSE Autism Staff Training Day
Monday, 2" February 2026 February Bank Holiday

Thursday, 19" — Friday, 20™" February 2026 | Midterm Break

Tuesday, 10" March 2026 Internet Safety Talk for Parents — 7:30pm via Zoom
Wednesday, 11™" March 2026 School Closed — Primary Curriculum Staff Training Day
Monday, 16" and Tuesday, 17" March St. Patrick’s Day

2026

Friday, 27" March 2026 School will close at 12pm for the Easter Holidays

Christmas Performances

A massive well done to all pupils in 5™ and 6% class who participated in our Carol Service. The children
worked extremely hard rehearsing and showcased their wonderful musical talents with great confidence.
All who sang, read or played instruments were a credit to themselves and our school community. It was a
very enjoyable service and a lovely start to our Christmas celebrations.

A sincere word of thanks to the special visitor who surprised us during assembly last Friday morning. There
was great excitement when Santa walked into the hall, and he had a box of sweets for every class.

Our class performances take place this Wednesday and Thursday in our school hall (details above).
Parents/Guardians, family and friends are most welcome to attend. The Parents Association is providing
complimentary tea/coffee during the performances. The PA is fundraising for St. Vincent de Paul this year,
and anyone wishing to make a donation is welcome to do so.

Primary Curriculum

The new Primary Curriculum is a fresh start for schools, designed to give children the best possible
foundation for learning and growing. It was officially approved by the Minister for Education and Youth
after years of collaboration between the NCCA, the Department of Education and Youth, teachers,
principals, parents, children, and researchers. While it builds on the strengths of the previous curriculum
(1999), it goes further by making sure learning is inclusive, engaging, and based on solid evidence. The idea
is that every child has the right to make progress in all areas of their development—academic, social, and
personal. It also places a strong emphasis on wellbeing, creativity, and holistic growth, so children aren’t
just learning facts but are developing the skills and confidence they need to thrive in today’s world. In
practice, this means teaching, learning, and assessment will be more intentionally shaped to support
inclusion, progression, and active engagement, helping every child to flourish.

For more information on the new Primary Curriculum visit
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/primary-curriculum-toolkit/parents-and-children/

The Department of Education has sanctioned school closures on March 11* and June 4*" 2026 to facilitate
teacher training in the new curriculum. There will be no school for children on these days. These dates
are assigned to schools by Oide, the professional support service for schools.


https://www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/primary-curriculum-toolkit/parents-and-children/

New Autism Class

This year, we proudly opened a new Autism Class in our school. We welcomed five pupils, three of whom
are new to the school, and all are settling in very well. The classroom provides a safe and supportive space
where pupils can be themselves and learn at their own pace.

Alongside this, we are delighted to have a new sensory room, which is benefitting pupils across the entire
school. Inclusion is central to our school ethos, and the whole school community has warmly welcomed the
new class. Pupils from 6% class visit daily to play and build friendships, supporting inclusion in a meaningful
and positive way.

The Stay Safe Programme

Stay Safe will be taught in all classes as part of SPHE next term. The personal safety programme seeks to
enhance children’s self-protective skills by participation in lessons on safe and unsafe situations, bullying,
inappropriate touch, secrets, telling and stranger danger. The programme aims to give children the skills
necessary to enable them to recognise and resist abuse/victimisation and teaches them that they should
always tell (an adult that can help) about any situation which they find unsafe, upsetting, threatening,
dangerous or abusive. Parental involvement is an essential component of the Stay Safe programme.

There will be an information session for parents/guardians on Thursday 8th January at 7pm via Zoom. At
this session, the facilitator will discuss:

o Aims and Content of the Stay Safe programme
o Information on child abuse and bullying (including cyberbullying)
o Child protection requirements of the school

A reminder and a link to the Zoom session will be sent closer to the date.

Curriculum News

e Our 6™ class pupils are very lucky to be learning to play the ukulele this year, provided by Sligo
Music Generation. Mr Connolly’s class enjoyed lessons during the first term, and Ms Redahan’s
class will begin in January (Term 2). These lessons are a fantastic opportunity for pupils to develop
their musical skills.

e Transition Year students from Grange Post-Primary visited us recently as part of their ‘Acquisition
and transfer of a new skill’ module in music. They brought dance and music to pupils in 37, 4th, 5t
and 6™ classes. Go raibh mile maith agaibh!

e As part of the Say Yes to Languages programme, 51 & 6% classes are learning Irish Sign Language
with Brigid O’Connor. An ISL NCSE advisor recently visited our school and was genuinely impressed
by the quality of sign language she witnessed being used around the school. The children are like
sponges soaking it up!

e Well done to Chandu Methsara Liyana Gamage in 5" class who won our in-house Bi Cinedlta Policy
poster competition recently. Chandu is an exceptionally talented artist, admired by his peers. We
look forward to sharing the child-friendly policy poster with the school community in the New Year.

e Another very talented and creative pupil, Orla Cannon in 6" class, recently won the Lions Club
Peace Poster Competition at county level. Orla will be presented with her certificate by
representatives of the Lions Club in January. Maith thu!

e  Children of the Eucharist continues this year with pupils making their First Communion and
Confirmation visiting the Church once per half term, and being led in prayer, story and song by two
parishioners, Anne Waters and Maura McCaughey.



Sports News

o 3rd & 4th classes completed a 6 week course of swimming lessons at Ballyshannon Leisure Centre
earlier this term as part of the P.E. Curriculum. Thank you to the Parents Association who subsidise
the cost to parents/guardians. The children made great progress over the course of the six weeks.

e Congratulations to our 37/4" class boys team who qualified for the Connacht Cross Country in
Galway a few weeks ago, and did themselves and our school very proud. Our team was made up of
Donnacha Dolan, Oran Kavanagh, Ryan Kerr, Lucas Finn, Fionn Holmes and Qisin Dolan. Well done,
boys!

e We are delighted to have had hurling coach Gavin Connolly coaching our 5th and 6th classes for the
past few weeks. This is very timely, as our Senior girls camogie team has qualified for the Cumann
na mBunscol Camogie Final. This game will be played early in the new year. Good luck, girls!

Green Schools

We are delighted to announce that our new Green Schools Committee has been elected as part of the
programme’s two year cycle. A huge well done to our previous Green Team, whose dedication helped our
school achieve the Green Flag for Litter and Waste in May 2025. Their hard work ensured high standards
across the school in keeping our environment clean and litter-free.

We wish our new committee every success for 2025-2027 as they begin their next Green Flag journey with
the theme of Water. Members were elected from 3"-6" class, having submitted applications, made
speeches to their classmates and finally, a secret ballot took place —a wonderful example of pupil voice and
leadership.

Student Council

Congratulations to Natasha Feeney, Sean Barber, Gary Cronin, Charlotte Henry (6th Class), Loretta-May
Holmes, Rory James, Utah Currid, Declan Heraghty Reynolds, Ciara O'Halloran (5th class), Neala McLoughlin
and Alexander Galvin (4th class) who have been elected to our new student council. Their first fundraiser
took place last Friday when we had our Christmas Jumper Day in aid of Aoibheann's Pink Tie. The Student
Council have great plans for the New Year!

The Junior Entrepreneur Programme

The Junior Entrepreneur Programme is getting underway in 6 class. The children have begun to establish
mini companies brainstorming and refining their ideas until they develop their business model. Each group
will research the cost of materials, the time required to develop their products and their marketing
strategies. We hope to have some local business people (‘dragons’) visit the school in January and offer
their professional feedback to the children. We will bring you more news in January!

Fundraising Efforts

We are very grateful to our parent body for your support of our fundraising efforts at Scoil Naomh Molaise.
At this time of year, it is particularly important that we encourage children to recognise how fortunate they
are and to have an appreciation for people who are less well off. Thank you for your support of the very
worthy causes, all of whom are helping families in need in our local area.

e Our annual Christmas Jumper Day held on Friday 12" December has so far raised €651 in aid of
Aoibheann’s Pink Tie, Ireland’s National Children’s Cancer Charity. With a cancer diagnosis a
family’s life is deeply impacted. Aoibheann's Pink Tie contribute towards travel, accommodation,
payments towards household expenditure but more importantly moral and practical support for
the family as they journey through cancer treatment. This charity has been an incredible support to
one of our families in our school community, and we are privileged to offer our support.



e St Vincent de Paul is well known for the support the charity provides in local communities. At a
time of great financial difficulty for many, many families, the work of SVP provides comfort to
many. The Parents Association are organising a bucket collection during our Christmas
performances in aid of SVP. Details of the funds raised will be shared with you in due course.

The confidential number for St Vincent de Paul is 0871868490.

Playground Fundraiser

As we have said many times before, we are so fortunate to have a wonderful playground in such close
proximity to our school. For over 14 years, children from Scoil Naomh Molaise have enjoyed the amenities
of our local playground. We are extremely appreciative of the ongoing efforts of the playground committee
who voluntarily give freely of their time to ensure the maintenance and development of the playground for
the benefit of our community and those who visit North Sligo. The committee is always looking for new
faces to join them — if you are interested, please let me know and | will pass along your details.

Last year, the school raised an amazing €1245 for the playground by collecting and re-turning
plastic/aluminium drink containers. This year, we hope to beat the record! From January 5" until Midterm
Break on Thursday 19" February, we are asking children to recycle and re-turn drink containers to the
various Re-Turn Banks, and to bring the receipt/voucher into their teacher. Please note, this year we kindly
request the receipt/voucher rather than the containers themselves. There will be little incentives along the
way with prizes for the best recyclers, the class who raise the most money etc. We appreciate your support.

Parents Association

The Parents Association have been very active this term organising pop-up shops, a Halloween Disco,
Christmas Card Fundraiser, and much more - all for the benefit of our pupils — go raibh mile maith agaibh!

The PA are hosting a Ladies Evening on Thursday 15™ January, 7:30-9pm in the school. It promises to be a
wonderful evening with amazing guest speakers, including:

e Zoe Feeney (Fitness and Nutrition)
e Dr Lorraine Feeney

e Dr Prannnie Rhatigan

e Dr Aileen O’Hare

e Caroline Currid

More details early in January.

Safety Issues
Our sincere thanks to Sligo County Council for erecting the pencil bollards at the back of the school. Thanks

also to Councillor Marie Casserly for making this happen.

Please note the following points which will ensure that everyone can approach/leave our school in a safe
manner.

e Use the playground car park and cross carefully at the traffic lights.
e Do not park in the bus area/staff parking area in front of the school.

e Please exercise extreme caution when dropping children at the rear of the school as this is the staff
parking area and thus poses a danger to small children entering/exiting the school.

e The school gates will be opened at 9am. Children are not permitted access to the school grounds
before 9am. Children will walk directly to their classroom once they arrive at school.



e If your child is arriving late, please ensure that they use the main front door to enter the school and
someone at the office will ensure that they get safely to their classroom.

Enrolment 2026/2027

Scoil Naomh Molaise will be accepting expressions of interest from parents/guardians wishing to enrol their
child/children for September 2026, from 5th January - 5th February 2026. During this enrolment period, we
kindly ask that parents/guardians complete the Expression of Interest Form which will appear on this page
at that time. Places will be offered in accordance with our Admissions Policy and Annual Admissions Notice
available on our school website, www.molaise.com.

An enrolment morning will take place on Wednesday 21° January, 9:45-10:45am. This morning is for
prospective children and their parents/guardians to come in and visit the school. Children will have an
opportunity to play in their new classroom, while parents/guaradians can have a cup of tea/coffee while
listening to a presentation from school staff. We hope that you can join us, however, we are happy to
facilitate a visit at a later date if you cannot make it.

Finally, on behalf of everyone at Scoil Naomh Molaise, | would like to wish you all a safe, happy and
peaceful Christmas and best wishes for 2026.

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi mhaise daoibh go Iéir!

Le gach dea-ghui

Louise O’Connor

Priomhoide


http://www.molaise.com/

