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Again, can I remind all parents/guard.i.a.ns that it is your
responsibility to regularly check your child’s hair. Treatment can

be obtained for free from your local chemist. We would request
that any pupils with long hair please tie their hair wp.

Contact Details

If you have changed your address, mobile number or any other
contact information please inform the school as soon as possible,
to keep records up to date. This is important for all pupils,
Nursery to Primary 7.
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The past few weeks have been extremely busy here in school
and have been taken up with assessments for all our Primary

| to Primary 7 pupils. I am pleased to
report that these have now all been
completed. Our pupils need to be
congratulated, all have worked hard and
overall results have confirmed this!

As we approach the end of yet another
school year, I would Llike to take this
opportunity to thank all staff for their
continued support to myself as Principal as
well as their on-going commitment, hard-
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work and dedication throughout this past year.

Mini-Marat! Thant

A huge thank you to all of our pupils who took part in our
recent ‘Mini-Marathon’ which took place on Wednesday 30%*
April. The event raised an amazing total of £2044.50 which
will go towards our ‘Carnival Fun Day’ which will be held here

in school on Tuesday |7 June.




We had a fabulous day celebrating 80
years of VE Day at school! We enjoyed
learning about Victory in Europe and
enjoying creating artwork and crafts to
commemorate the day. Many thanks to
Glenda who came along and shared
some local historical facts about VE in
Bushmills. We ended our day with a .
o school community street party - thanks to
our catering staff who created a lovely
lunch and thanks to all our parents who
came along and joined in the fun! What
super memories
we have made
together!

Congratulations to 5 of our pupils who successfully completed
their cycling proficiency training. Thanks also to Miss Fulton
who delivered the training over =
recent weeks. Certificates were
presented at our whole school
assembly on Wednesday 28*
May.




p1/2 Visit to the Cowrtl

j J LR Op, Friday 23 May Primary | and Primary
; 2 had a wonderful day working with
Rebekah from the Courthouse. She took us
- on a walking tour of :

Bushmills and told

us what some of the
buildings used to be
an.d. we wa.Uaed. aLon.g the River to hear
about the fish. Then we went back to the
Courthouse and did some fish crafts and
games. The children also got a treat
from The Sweet Lil Mouse who saw us
out on our trip and invited us in.

Thank you for giving us a great day
out!




Assemblies continue every Wednesday morning as usual when
all classes, come together to meet as a whole school.

This month assemblies were taken by the following visitors:

Wednesday 7 May Pastor Billy Jones
(Dunseverick Bo.ptht)

Wednesday I4* May Alice McAlary
(FamLLy Support Worker)

Wednesday 2I* May Rev R Morrow
(Bushmills Free Presbyterian Church)

Wednesday 28* May Rev A Buick Morrow
(Dunluce Presbyterian Church)



Breakfast Club

Just a reminder that Breakfast Club continues every morning,
Monday to Friday from
8:15am  for all pupils,
Nusery to Primary 7.

Our next visit by the Library Van is due to
take place on Monday qth June, please ensure
all library books are returned in preparation
for this visit. The final visit for this term will
be on Monday 23 June.

s . .
Swimming lessons for our P6/7 pupils, Miss
Swanson’s class, continue every Friday
morning at Coleraine Leisure Centre with
the final lesson taking place on Friday 6%

June. ('Lf you have not already done so
please ensure you have paid all lessons up
to date)

Music Lessons '
i . " ;3) . Wy
Violin lessons continue every Tuesday 3:;'/ o Sjjj

afternoon with Woodwind lessons taking
place every Tuesday morning.



Attendance

The attendance cup for May will be presented to the winning

class at the next whole school
attendance for May was 91.2%.

Results are as follows:
Ist:  Miss Fulton (PI/2)
Ist:  Mrs Bateman &

Mrs Sheridan (P3-4)
2nd: Mrs Garrett &

Miss Cochrane (Nur)
3rd: Miss Swanson (P6/7)
S5th:  Miss Logan (P4/5)

assembly. The overall

93.8 %

q1.7%
89.2%
88.2%

Well done to Miss Fulton and Mrs Bateman &
Mrs Sheridan’s class!



Every School Day Counts

Every single day a child is absent from school equates to a
day of lost learning.

Attendance percentages can be misleading.

100% Attendance 0 Days Missed Excellent

9 Days of Absence
Attendance | Week and 4 Days | Satisfactory

of Learning Missed

I9 Days of Absence
3 Weeks and &
Days of Learning
Missed

Attendance

28 Days of Absence
5 Weeks and 3
Days of Learning
Missed

85% Attendance Very Poor

38 Days of Absence

7 Weeks and 3

Attendance Unacceptable

Days of Learning
Missed

46 Days of Absence
75% Attendance 9 Weeks and | Day
of Learning Missed

Unacceptable

For some parents, 90% may seem like an acceptable level of
attendance, but the reality is that 90% attendance means
that your child will miss half of a school day each week or
19 days of school during the school year - that’s nearly &
school weeks.

Give your child the best start in life - every school
day counts!
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Parent Pay

As we are quickly approaching the end of the term, I feel I
must highlight the issue of negative balances on Parent Pay.
If you are unsure if you have a negative balance, please feel
free to contact the school office and this can be checked for
you.

In the event of you having a negative balance, please note
these are supposed to be paid on a weekly basis and if you
are unable to this, please contact Miss Logan immediately.

All Parent Pay balances MUST be cleared no later than
rd to allow end of year reporting to be
submitted to the Education Authority. Unfortunately at this
late stage in the year I sadly have to report that a number
of negative balances (even going back as far as last June)
have STILL NOT BEEN CLEARED! As Principal of Bushmills
Primary School & Nursery Unit I feel I must make parents
aware of this embarrassing situation that we as a school find
ourselves in. [ have spoken to individual parents on numerous
occasions regarding these outstanding balances (and have
been willing to offer payment pLan.s) however the situation has
not changed. I have been contacted by the Education
Authority on numerous occasions and to date [ have aimed
to persuade them that I will ensure this situation is resolved
by the end of this academic year.
I cannot stress enough the seriousness of this situation and
ask that if any parents find themselves with major negative
balances that you please aim to get these cleared immediately
- PLEASE SPEAK TO ME IF YOU ARE HAVING DIFFICULTY
GETTING THIS DONE!I

10



Diary Dates

Term 3
Carnival Fun )
Day 17-Jun-25 Further details to follow
P7Leavers .
Assembl 20-Jun-25 Further details to follow
Y
Further Details to follow
PrizeDay Please note school will
@ 10:30pm 25-Jun-25 finish for all  pupils
@|2:15pm. following prize
day.
Nursery
Graduation 26-Jun-25 Further details to follow
@9:30am
PlInduction
(Parents ) 26-Jun-25 Further details to foLLow
Information
talk) @9:15am
End of Term 27-Jun-25 School finishes at

[2: 00noon for ALL pupils
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Holiday Dates 2025 - 2026

Term|
New Term Begins 27-Aug-25 Starts 9:00am sharp
Breakfast Club B B Doors open at 8:15am.
Starts Ol-Sep-25 Last entry at 8:35am
Please see the
Extended School 08-Sep-25 timetable for more
Starts . )
information
Staff Development 26-Sept-25 School closed to ALL
Day pupils
Parent/Teacher 22-Oct-25 to 24- j;socrhOOL closes at I:00pm
Interviews Oct-25 .
all pupils
Half Term Holiday | 27-Oct-25 to 3I-Oct- School closed to ALL
25 pupils
Christmas Holiday 22-Dec-25 to 02- School closed to ALL
Jan-26 pupils
Term 2
Start of Term 05-Jan-26 Starts 9:00am sh.arp
Half Term |12-Feb-26 to |7-Feb- School closed to ALL
26 pupils
Staff Development |6-Mar-26 School closed to ALL
Day pupils
Bank Holiday |7-Mar-26 School closed to ALL
pupils
Easter Holiday 30-Mar-26 to 10- Inclusive
Apr-26
Term 3
Start of Term I3-Apr-26 Starts 9:00am sharp
Bank Holiday O#—Ma9—26 School closed to ALL

pupils

Foundation & KSI
Revision Week

05-May-26 to 08-
May-26
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Foundation & KSI
Assessment Week

lI-May-26 to 15-
May-26

KS2 Revision Week

[2-May-26 to 16-
May-26

KS2 Assessment
Week

18-May-26 to 22-
May-26

Bank Holiday

25-May-26

School closed to ALL
pupils

Staff Development
Day

26-May-26

School closed to ALL
pupils
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