Dear Parents/Guardians,

We are delighted to share an overview of how Special Education Teaching (SET) support will be provided in our
school this year.

Our SET team consists of two full-time teachers, Ms. Kelly and Ms. O’Connell, along with three wonderful
Special Needs Assistants — Antonia, Edwina, and Ellie — who together cover 2.5 posts. With your support, our
goal is to ensure that every child is encouraged and enabled to reach their full potential.

We are also thrilled to congratulate Ms. Kelly on her acceptance into the Postgraduate Programme in Special
Education at UCC this year. This is an exciting professional development opportunity, and we look forward to
the additional expertise she will bring back to our school. For the month of October, Ms. Bradley will join us as a
substitute teacher to cover Ms. Kelly’s teaching hours. We are very fortunate that substitute cover is provided as
part of this programme, and a full handover will take place before Ms. Bradley begins.

Models of Provision

Team Teaching
All Junior Classes will take part in a six-week programme of team teaching once this year, with a particular focus
on literacy.

The class teacher and SET work together in the classroom.

Pupils may work in small groups, rotate through learning stations, or engage in whole-class activities.
Team teaching is designed to support all pupils.

In-Class Support

e These sessions give pupils a short “boost” in a particular area.

e  They run two to three times per week.

e  They are flexible — both the pupils and the focus may change weekly.
e  All children may take part at some point during the year.

e In-class support forms part of our “support for all” approach.
Inclusion
Inclusion is at the heart of everything we do. We strive to ensure that all pupils learn together wherever possible,
using differentiated strategies and resources in the classroom to support their needs.

Supplementary Support
Some pupils will receive additional targeted help through:
e 1:1 or small group withdrawal sessions

e  Specific programmes focusing on literacy, numeracy, organisational skills, self-regulation, or social skills
Parents of pupils receiving this level of support (“School Support” or “School Support Plus”) will be contacted by
one of our support teachers in the coming weeks.

Understanding the Continuum of Support

In Ireland, support for students with additional needs follows the Continuum of Support framework, which ensures
every child receives the right level of help:

Classroom Support (Support for All)

e Delivered by the class teacher in the general classroom setting
e Uses strategies such as differentiated instruction and adjusted learning materials
e  Suitable for pupils who need only minor adjustments or short-term support
School Support (Support for Some)
e  Provides more targeted interventions, either in class or through small group/withdrawal sessions
e  For pupils requiring more focused assistance
School Support Plus (Support for a Few)
e  Offers the most intensive and individualised support
e May involve outside agencies, 1:1 sessions, additional resources, or a personalised support plan
Key Points for Parents

e Most children will need some form of support during primary school — this is normal and beneficial.



e  Your input is valued — collaboration helps us tailor support to your child’s needs.

e Resources are limited — we work to prioritise and share support fairly, so that every child benefits.

We look forward to working with you throughout the year to help every pupil reach their full potential. If you have
any questions about SET provision or your child’s support, please do not hesitate to contact the office.

Kind regards,
Katie Ryan

Principal



