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DRUGS POLICY
	Date Ratified:
	08/03/2022

	Date of Review:
	08/03/2025


DRUGS EDUCATION

Policy and Procedures

In writing our Drugs Education Policy we have drawn upon guidelines from the Department (Circular 2004/9), Drugs: guidance for schools in NI (CEA), Statutory Requirement 1996 and The Health and Safety at Work (Northern Ireland) Order 1978 and other subsequent legislation to date.

St Mary's Primary School is a caring, responsible school with the children at the core of our activities. We strive to respond to the personal, emotional, social and educational needs of our pupils through our interaction with them in the classroom and beyond.

Drugs-a definition

The word ‘drug’ is defined as any substance which when taken, has the effect of altering the way a person behaves, feels, sees or thinks. As well as everyday substances such as tea and coffee, drugs include alcohol, tobacco, over-the-counter and perscribed medication, volatile substances and controlled drugs (illegal drugs). 
The emphasis of our Drugs Education programme is on the dangers involved in the misuse of tobacco, alcohol and medicines. As our programme responds to need, we will include other substances when appropriate.
This programme is delivered mainly through Health Education/PDMU and the World Around Us (WAU). Other Areas of Learning such as Religion and P.E contribute to this education for life, where and when appropriate.

From time to time outside agencies are invited into the school to help to deliver the Drugs Education Programme. Pupils from Primary 7 attend a “Bee Safe” event which includes workshops which educate pupils on the dangers of risky behaviours. From time to time there are evening awareness information talks to parents where the community officer from the PSNI in Cookstown delivers a presentation for parents. The visits/talks from the school nurse also help to deliver the Drugs Education Programme within the school.

Information leaflets are distributed to pupils and parents to raise an awareness of Healthy Lifestyles including Drugs Education. 

We do not condone the misuse of drugs nor do we wish to sensationalise or dramatise the drugs situation. We believe in providing a Drugs Education Programme which is appropriate to the experience of children in our school.
The programme we provide helps to equip our pupils with the skills to respond and react appropriately to situations, which are hazardous to their health. Underpinning our teaching is the belief in building the children's self-esteem, in helping them value themselves and others; in giving them a sense of their responsibility to themselves and to others.
We recognise this as a partnership between the school, parents and wider community where we work together towards educating and preparing our children for each stage of their lives.

The Principal is the designated person responsible for dealing with incidents of a drug related nature. All concerns of this nature by staff are brought to the Principal immediately.
        Drugs and Substance Misuse Incident Report Form
Nature of Incident: 

Date: 
                      
Time:      

           Venue: 


Pupil(s) involved: 

Teacher Response:

Substance given to Principal/Designated Teacher: Yes        (        NO
(
Report to Designated Teacher: 
Yes        (        NO
(
Report to Principal: 
 Yes        (       NO
(
Signed: 


Date: 
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