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1. Purpose

At St. Mary's Primary School, Dunamore, we believe in fostering an environment where play is integral to the educational experience. Play enhances and enriches children's learning across the curriculum, motivating them to explore, create, and develop essential skills for lifelong learning. Our policy aims to create a supportive framework where play is not only encouraged but strategically implemented to meet our educational goals .

The Importance of Play 
‘I hear, I forget. I see, I remember. I do, I understand.’
Play is a vital component of healthy brain development, allowing children to harness their creativity while enhancing their imagination, dexterity, and physical, cognitive, and emotional strength. From a young age, play enables children to engage with and interact in the world around them, offering a platform for exploration and mastery
2. Aims
Curriculum Aims
Our curriculum at St Marys Dunamore aims to:
· Provide a comprehensive and balanced curriculum for all pupils.
· Allow each child to succeed and reach their full potential.
· Foster creativity and independent thinking.
· Cultivate an environment where every child can experience success and reach their fullest potential.
· Encourage students to develop inquisitive minds, engage creatively, and work independently.
· Facilitate the transition from Foundation Stage by promoting developmental readiness.

3. Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities
The ‘Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities Framework’ by the Council for the Curriculum, Examinations & Assessment (CCEA) is designed to develop pupils' cognitive abilities and interpersonal skills through a structured approach. 
This section outlines how these skills and capabilities can be integrated into our primary school play policy, enhancing the learning experience and fostering holistic development.

1. Managing Information
· Encourage pupils to explore and gather information independently during play activities.
· Provide opportunities for children to ask questions, seek answers, and share findings with peers in a collaborative setting.
2. Thinking, Problem-Solving, and Decision-Making
· Design play scenarios that require pupils to think critically and creatively to solve problems.
· Facilitate activities where pupils must make decisions, reflect on outcomes, and consider alternative approaches.
3. Being Creative
· Offer diverse, open-ended play opportunities that inspire imagination and innovation.
· Encourage pupils to express themselves through various mediums such as art, music, and dramatic play.
4. Working with Others
· Promote teamwork and cooperation through group play activities.
· Develop communication skills by encouraging pupils to share ideas, listen to others, and negotiate roles or rules.

5. Self-Management
· Support pupils in setting personal goals during play and reflecting on their progress.
· Encourage independence by allowing children to manage their time and resources effectively during activities.

By embedding the CCEA's ‘Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities Framework’ into our play policy, we aim to create a dynamic learning environment that nurtures well-rounded, confident, and capable learners.

4. Links to Areas of learning
Our play policy seamlessly integrates with various areas of learning, ensuring that activities are both engaging and educational. Language and Literacy are developed through storytelling and role-play, enhancing communication skills and vocabulary. Mathematical concepts are introduced through games and puzzles that involve counting, measuring, and problem-solving, fostering essential numeracy skills.
Creative play encourages artistic expression through mediums such as drawing, music, and drama, while thematic activities help children explore scientific, historical, and geographical concepts, promoting curiosity and understanding. Collaborative play builds social skills and emotional intelligence, as children learn to work with others and develop empathy. Physical activities, both indoors and outdoors, support motor skills and overall health. Through this integrated approach, we provide a holistic educational experience that nurtures well-rounded development.

5. The Learning Environment 
 We aim for the learning environments to be welcoming and child friendly.  Resources and equipment are clearly labelled and readily available so that children can select what is needed in their activity. 
 
The children have access to the following areas: 
Foundation Stage 
•	Role Play 
•	Creative 
•	Construction 
•	Sand 
•	Water 
•	Mark making 
•	Small world
·      Mud kitchen
·      Gross motor – wheeled toys (bikes)
•	Tabletop 
•	Malleable 
•	Reading area 
•	ICT 
•	Outdoor classroom and poly tunnel 
•	Outdoor climbing frame 
 
Key Stage 1 
•	ICT 
•	Library area 
•	Writing materials 
•	Construction 
•	Tabletop games supporting literacy/numeracy 
•	Art and design materials 
•	Small world 
•	Outdoor classroom and poly tunnel 
•	Outdoor climbing frame
6. Role of the Adult 
 
The adult plays a significant role in moving a child’s learning along. This can be done in a range of ways.  
Use effective questioning to: 
•	Clarify or extend children’s thinking 
•	Interact sensitively with children to support their learning  
•	Engage children in reflective discussion about their learning 
•	Make judgements on what they understand  
•	Encourage higher level thinking 
 
Provide additional resources - by observing a child’s play the adults can enhance the provision in a way that encourages that child to have a deeper understanding. For example, providing magnifying glasses/microscopes/bug catchers during exploration play. 
 
Observe and provide feedback - in many instances just observing is best practise rather than interrupting play. 
 
Model good social skills - by playing alongside a child the adult is working on establishing a secure relationship with that child. They are acting as a role model, demonstrating how to share and take turns, how to have a conversation and how to calmly solve issues that may arise. 
 
7. Planning
Planning for Play based Learning is guided by a comprehensive framework that combines insights from the CCEA Learning from Play document and SeeSaw Play Skills. Our primary focus is to create a challenging yet supportive environment that encourages children to progress at their own pace. 
Each month, we develop detailed planners that encompass both indoor and outdoor play areas, ensuring a variety of experiences that align with our current World Around Us (WAU) themes, and other festivities throughout the year. This thematic approach ensures that play is not only engaging but also educational, linking seamlessly with classroom learning objectives.
We utilise the Seesaw Play Skills to set challenges tailored to the diverse developmental stages of our pupils. This allows us to personalise the learning experience, ensuring that each child is appropriately supported and motivated to advance. Our planners also incorporate seasonal and cultural events, providing contextually rich learning opportunities that resonate with the children's lives and the world around them.
Balancing indoor and outdoor play is crucial in our planning. Indoor spaces are designed to stimulate creativity and cognitive growth, while outdoor areas are used to promote physical development and an appreciation for nature. We strive to ensure that resources and materials are readily available to support the planned activities in both environments.

8. Management of Play Based Learning 
 Management of Play and Activity Based Learning 
Foundation Stage
  Whole class introduction and planning time with adults. 
 Mix of activities – freedom of choice where children choose where to go and focus activities the teacher will ask every child to complete.
  Children may change places during play time.
  Children are informed when they are nearing the end of their play session. 
  Before or after play, children are brought together to review play. 
 Records are kept of play activities, e.g. photographs, etc.
  Children tidy up the play areas with adult assistance when required.

Foundation Stage:
Primary 1 - one hour every day 
Primary 2 - one hour four times a week 
 
Key Stage 1:
Primary 3 and 4 - one hour a week 
 
9. Observation, Assessment, Evaluation and Recording

Observations will be a regular feature of classroom practice, using the Just2review platform to evidence. They will provide information about the children and the quality of play provision.
Careful observations help teachers to:
· Assess the development of the child’s physical, social and cognitive skills.
· Monitor the child’s progress.
· Plan to meet the needs, interests and ability of the child.
· Assess the appropriateness of the activities provided and the learning that is taking place.
· Ensure that the child is experiencing a wide variety of experiences and not confining his/her play to a limited number of areas.
· Know when extra materials are required to supplement or extend the play.
· Assess the suitability of the equipment and materials being used
· Provide information for parents and other agencies involved in meeting a child’s need.

A flexible approach will be adopted which allows for both planned and spontaneous observations. Observations are used to inform planning.

Observations should include information about the child’s

· Physical, social, emotional and cognitive development
· Thinking skills and Personal Capabilities
· Use of language in a range of situations
· Level of involvement and concentration
· Desire to plan his/her activities

10. [bookmark: _Hlk183119040]Providing Equality of Opportunity and Access for all Children 

We are aware that pupils have different experiences, interests and strengths, which will influence the way in which they learn. In planning play or activity-based learning, we are aware of the requirements of the Equal Opportunities legislation and the ‘Special Educational Needs and Disability Order’. We endeavour to have high expectations for all pupils and will aim to provide suitably challenging opportunities for them to participate in activities fully and effectively.
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