
Together may we give our children the roots to grow and the wings to fly.

Dear St. Cronan’s Junior National School Families,

What a joy it is to be back together again for a brand-new school year! The classrooms 
and corridors are once more filled with laughter, curiosity, and the wonderful energy of 
your children. It is heartwarming to see how much they have grown and developed since 
last year, and we are so proud of the great start everyone has made.
A very special word of congratulations goes to our new Junior Infants. You have already 
settled into “big school” so beautifully, bringing such joy, enthusiasm, and excitement to 
your learning every day. We are delighted to have you and your families as part of our 
school community.
Parents and guardians, you are an essential part of what makes St. Cronan’s such a 
special place. We want you to feel truly welcome and to know that you belong here too. 
Thank you for attending our recent curriculum meetings—we were so pleased with the 
turnout and the positive feedback.
This month, we also marked SNA Appreciation Day. A heartfelt thank you to everyone 
who sent in such kind notes and cards—it meant so much to our wonderful team of 
SNAs. Looking ahead, we will be celebrating World Teacher’s Day on October 5th, 
another opportunity to give thanks for the incredible staff who make our school such a 
warm and caring place.
We are deeply grateful to our school community for supporting our secretaries and 
caretaker during the strike at the start of the month. Your kindness and understanding 
were much appreciated. We also celebrated a very special milestone—Mrs. Mather’s 
retirement after 39 years of dedicated service in St. Cronan’s JNS. What an 
extraordinary contribution to generations of children and families!
There is so much to look forward to in October—celebrating Halloween, learning about 
autumn, making new friends, enjoying our dress-up day, and sharing even more fun and 
learning together.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support, encouragement, and partnership. We 
are excited for the year ahead and all that we will experience together.
Warmest Wishes,
Edel Blake 
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Enrolment 

Thank you to everyone who 
attended our annual Open 
Day on 17th September.  
Please remember Enrolment 
opens on 1st October 2025.  
We have less spaces next 
year so please spread the 
word to friends and family 
to ensure they apply on 
time. It would help us 
greatly if you spread the 
word on any local Facebook 
or social media accounts 
also. 

Budget 

We are so lucky here in St. Cronan’s Junior 
National School.  We have a full complement of 
fully qualified, dedicated staff, fantastic 
children and supportive parents/guardians.  All of 
these wonderful assets are thanks to our 
beautiful school community. 
Unfortunately, education has been under valued 
by successive governments and all schools need 
considerable help.  I am asking everyone in our 
school community to urge the Government to 
remember Children are our Future and to make 
Education a priority.
 For Budget 2026, the INTO is calling for:
1)An increase in the primary capitation grant by 
€75 per pupil.
2)A reduction in the average class sizes by two 
pupils.
3)The introduction of Special Education Needs 
Coordinators.
You can click here to send emails to 
representatives in Government in under a minute 
here.  Please click the link and fight for our 
children’s futures
Click here for parents: 
https://www.into.ie/campaign/budget-2026/
Click here for extended family: 
https://www.into.ie/campaign/budget-2026/

  

Attendance

We always encourage good 
attendance but we understand 
that children do get sick 
sometimes.  If your child is 
absent please notify us via 
Aladdin and list the reason.  
This information will help us 
support your child’s return to 
school. 

Enrolment in a Special Class or School 

Anyone who intends to 
apply for a place in a 
Special School or Special 
Class Setting including: 
Autism Class, Reading class 
or Language Class must 
apply for a letter of 
eligibility from the NCSE 
before 1st October.

https://www.into.ie/campaign/budget-2026/
https://www.into.ie/campaign/budget-2026/
https://www.into.ie/campaign/budget-2026/
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As we settle into another exciting school year, I want to take a moment to thank you 
all for the generosity and support you continue to show our school community. St. 
Cronan’s JNS is a place where children thrive, learn, and grow, and this is only 
possible because of the strong partnership we have with our families.
I would like to gently remind all families to ensure that school fees for 2025/2026 
have been paid. In addition, we are asking each family to consider contributing a €60 
voluntary contribution. This support is so important to us, as it allows us to cover 
even the most basic day-to-day costs—electricity, heating, water, and refuse—as well 
as continue to invest in the resources and facilities that enrich your child’s learning.
Thanks to your generosity, we have been able to provide the latest IT technology in 
classrooms, grow our class libraries, expand the main school library, purchase new 
yard equipment, add new musical instruments, and upgrade our PE equipment. Looking 
ahead, one of our main goals is to upgrade the flooring in our PE hall, ensuring our 
students can continue to enjoy safe, top-class facilities in our wonderful school.
If any family would like to make a larger contribution, please contact us at 01-
8402194 or info@stcronansjns.ie, and we can arrange this directly. We would also 
love to hear from any parents or guardians who may have opportunities in their 
workplaces to support fundraising initiatives—every idea and opportunity makes a real 
difference.
From the bottom of my heart, thank you to all who have so kindly supported us in the 
past, and to those who continue to do so. Your generosity enables us to truly live up to 
our school motto: To Be the Best that We Can Be. I will always strive to provide your 
children with the very best education and school experience possible.

Voluntary Contribution

New Additions

Our Nurture Room welcomed some 
tiny new additions in September.  We 
are all eagerly watching them in the 
incubator and can’t wait to see them 
hatch.  
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The New Primary Curriculum was published last week.  It will 
be introduced slowly from 2026/2027.  I will keep you up to 
date on all developments – as we receive our staff training.   
Click here: 
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getattachment/f5f63ddd-
970b-4333-8440-a13576f9ca99/The-What-Why-and-How-
of-Children-s-Learning-Parent-Information.pdf
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