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Happy New Year Everyone!  Welcome back to the new term.
We hope 2024 is a peaceful, happy and healthy year for you all.

THANKS… 

· To all parents, families and friends who came out in such large numbers to attend our Christmas P1 and P2 plays and the Christmas Liturgy.  Congratulations to the children for their fantastic performances.  It was wonderful to see the children perform with such confidence and joy.  We are truly proud of them.
· To the parents who came to support our Poetry Slams. The children really loved performing and were excellent.
· To the members of the P7 choir who sang at the Christmas lights switch. Many thanks to Mrs McAtamney and to Kelly for organising this.
· To the school community who supported the JAM store appeal. We had a wonderful response with hundreds of foods and other items being brought in. Thank you to our fantastic school councillors for managing and organising this.

STRIKE ACTION
Teaching unions are holding a full day’s strike on Thursday the 18th of January.  Having risk assessed the situation I wish to inform you that school will be closed to all children for the day.  

WINTER ILLNESSES
Like many other schools we are experiencing high levels of sickness at present.  If your child is feeling sick, please do not send them to school.  Children should be kept at home for 48 hours after symptoms have disappeared.

SHARED EDUCATION
The Shared Education Programme continues for classes in years 1 to 7 with visits to Central and hosting their friends in Mount St Michael’s. 
It is great to see the boys and girls learning together and making, or renewing, friendships.

CONGRATULATIONS
· To the 7 boys and girls who took part in indoor Gaelic tournaments in November and to our P6 and 7 boys who took part in soccer and rugby tournaments. Many thanks to all the teachers who accompanied the children.
· To the P7 Christmas Carol Group who sang at the recent switching on of Christmas lights in Randalstown.  Many thanks to Mrs Kelly and Mrs McAtamney who helped with the rehearsals and attended the performance.



NURSERY AND PRIMARY APPLICATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2024
The Education Authority will publish information on their website (www.eani.org.uk click parents then admissions) about the admission procedures and admissions criteria for schools on Tuesday 12th December 2023.    The online portal will be available for applications from Tuesday 9th January 2024 at 12noon until Friday 26th January 2024 at 12noon.  Please feel free to contact the school in January should you require assistance with the process or need access to a computer.  Parents will have until 12 noon on Tuesday 30th January 2024 to upload supporting documentation for their application.  
An open morning for prospective parents and children will be held in the Nursery and Primary on Tuesday 16th January 2024 from 10.00am – 11.00am.

CHILD PROTECTION
In school the Designated Teacher for Child Protection is Mrs Cooley, and the Deputy Designated Teachers are Mr Lavery, Mrs Downey, and Miss Binding (Nursery).
If you have any pastoral issues, please contact your child’s class teacher or one of the above teachers.  Most issues can be very easily resolved.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Catholic Schools Week – will be celebrated during the week beginning Sunday, 21 January.  The theme for this year is “Catholic Schools-Communities of service”. Our annual Grandparents Day will be held on Thursday, 1 February, with Mass at 10 a.m. in the Church.  We look forward to welcoming family members and / or grandparents to this event.  Pupils in classes P3-P7 will be brought to the Chapel for Mass, however if you wish younger siblings to attend, please feel free to collect from school and return after Mass.
· Ballymena Music and Drama Festival – Children should continue to learn their poems for the festival. The Festival runs from 22 February until 2 March; specific dates and times of the competitions will be issued as soon as we are made aware of them. Please note that parents are responsible for making transport arrangements for their children to attend and perform.
· Soccer- Indoor soccer sessions for P5 begin on Monday 22 January (3-4pm), details are on Parent Pay. This will run for 9 weeks.
· Taekwondo -the final sessions from last term will be held on Thursday the 18th and 25th of January.
· Judo-starts on Tuesday the 16th of January for P2 (2-3pm) and P3-4 (3-4pm).  This will run for 9weeks.
· Science Club- will run on Wednesday P2 (2-3pm) and P4 (3-4pm).
· Guitar- resumes for the completion of last term's sessions, no new pupils will be taken until these lessons have been completed.
· Number Day is being held on Friday the 2nd of February; children may dress up as something related to numbers.  We are supporting the NSPCC by asking for a £1 donation.
· Our P6/7 hurlers will participate in an indoor tournament at the Antrim Forum on Thursday 11 January.
· Year 5 children are taking part in the Worry Buster programme.  This is facilitated by RISE Ni and lasts for 6 weeks.
· Year seven children will take part in a taster day in St. Benedict’s College on Thursday the 11th of January. 

‘Dr Bike Visit' (P5-7) – As part of our school’s place on the Active School Travel Programme our Sustrans Officer Johnny will be visiting on Tuesday 23rd January to give pupils bikes a safety check. Johnny will be pumping tyres, oiling chains & testing brakes etc to help ensure pupils bikes are safe and working well for another year of active school journeys. If you’d like your child’s bike to be checked over simply bring it along to school that day.’  

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 23-24
	
Friday 5 January			School reopens for Term 2
Tuesday 16 January			Open morning – Nursery and P1
w/b 22 January 			Catholic Schools Week
Thursday 25 January		Grandparents Day Mass 10am
w/b 5 February 			Children’s Mental Health Week
Tuesday 6 February			Safer Internet Day	
w/b 12 February			School closed all week for mid-term break
Thursday 7 March			World Book Day
Monday 18 March			St Patrick’s Day Holiday	
Wednesday 20 March		First Confession 6pm
w/b 25 March	Parent/Teacher Meetings (School closes 12noon all wk)
Thursday 28 March	School closes for Easter
Monday 8 April	School reopens
Friday 3 May	Confirmation 11am
w/b 6 May	School closed all week for mid-term break
Saturday 18 May	First Communion 11am
Monday 27 May	School closed Bank Holiday
Wednesday 29 May	P7 3-day residential to Gartan
Tuesday 11 June	Sports Day Nursery-P4
Wednesday 12 June	Sports Day P5-P7
Friday 28 June	School closes for Summer at 12 Noon
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